


F O R E W O R D  

One o f  o u r  s u b s c r i b e r s  t o  t h e  Q u a r -  
t e r l y  i s  Rev .  D a n i e l  F a u g s t a d  who s e r v e s  
Our  S a v i o u r ' s  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h ,  r u r a l  
P r i n c e t o n .  H e  w a s  r e c e n t l y  m a r r i e d  t o  
X i s s  J u l i e  S o r e n s o n ,  P r o f ,  E r l i n g  T e i g e n  
d e l i v e r e d  t h e  w e d d i n g  s e r m o n  a n d  we a r e  
p l e a s e d  t o  s h a r e  i t  w i t h  o u r  r e a d e r s .  

W i t h  t h i s  i s s u e  w e  c o n c l u d e  a  s e r i e s  
o f  A r t i c l e s  o n  A L u t h e r a n  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  
o f  t h e  W i l l  a n d  P r o v i d e n c e  o f  God b y  ---- -- 
D r .  E r n e s t  Bar teEs .  We t h a n k  h i m  f o r  
s h a r i n g  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  w i t h  u s  a n d  t r u s t  
t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  a  b l e s s i n g  t o  o u r  
r e a d e r s .  D r ,  B a r t e l s  h a s  two n e p h e w s  who 
a r e  s t u d y i n g  t h e o l o g y  a t  B e t h a n y  S e m i n a r y  

A l s o  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  a r e  
H o m i l e t i c s  N o t e s  by  t h e  s a i n t e d  P r o f ,  
M i l t o n  O t t o .  H e  t a u g h t  h o m i l e t i c s  f o r  
25  y e a r s  a t  B e t h a n y  S e m i n a r y .  F o r m e r  
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  e s p e c i a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e s e  
n o t e s .  They  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a  g o o d  r e f r e s h e  
t o  a l l  o f  o u r  p a s t o r s ,  Our  t h a n k s  t o  
P a s t o r  T h e o d o r e  G u l l i x s o n  f o r  c o m p i l i n g  
t h e s e  n o t e s  a n d  r e v i e w i n g  t h e m  w i t h  P r o f .  
O t t o  b e f o r e  h e  d i e d ,  

We r e m i n d  o u r  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  
R e f o r m a t i o n  l e c t u r e s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  h e l d  
i n  M a n k a t o  o n  O c t o b e r  2 7 - 2 8 .  The  g u e s t  
l e c t u r e r  w i l l  b e  D r ,  G o t t f r i e d  Kof fmann  
o f  O b e r u r s e l ,  Ge rmany ,  H i s  t o p i c  i s :  
L u t h e r  a n d  J u s t i f i c a t i o n .  



F O R E W O R D  

One o f  o u r  s u b s c r i b e r s  t o  t h e  Q u a r -  
t e r l y  i s  Rev .  D a n i e l  F a u g s t a d  who s e r v e s  
Our  S a v i o u r ' s  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h ,  r u r a l  
P r i n c e t o n .  H e  w a s  r e c e n t l y  m a r r i e d  t o  
X i s s  J u l i e  S o r e n s o n ,  P r o f ,  E r l i n g  T e i g e n  
d e l i v e r e d  t h e  w e d d i n g  s e r m o n  a n d  we a r e  
p l e a s e d  t o  s h a r e  i t  w i t h  o u r  r e a d e r s .  

W i t h  t h i s  i s s u e  w e  c o n c l u d e  a  s e r i e s  
o f  A r t i c l e s  o n  A L u t h e r a n  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  
o f  t h e  W i l l  a n d  P r o v i d e n c e  o f  God b y  ---- -- 
D r .  E r n e s t  Bar teEs .  We t h a n k  h i m  f o r  
s h a r i n g  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  w i t h  u s  a n d  t r u s t  
t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  a  b l e s s i n g  t o  o u r  
r e a d e r s .  D r ,  B a r t e l s  h a s  two n e p h e w s  who 
a r e  s t u d y i n g  t h e o l o g y  a t  B e t h a n y  S e m i n a r y  

A l s o  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  a r e  
H o m i l e t i c s  N o t e s  by  t h e  s a i n t e d  P r o f ,  
M i l t o n  O t t o .  H e  t a u g h t  h o m i l e t i c s  f o r  
25  y e a r s  a t  B e t h a n y  S e m i n a r y .  F o r m e r  
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  e s p e c i a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e s e  
n o t e s .  They  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a  g o o d  r e f r e s h e  
t o  a l l  o f  o u r  p a s t o r s ,  Our  t h a n k s  t o  
P a s t o r  T h e o d o r e  G u l l i x s o n  f o r  c o m p i l i n g  
t h e s e  n o t e s  a n d  r e v i e w i n g  t h e m  w i t h  P r o f .  
O t t o  b e f o r e  h e  d i e d ,  

We r e m i n d  o u r  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  
R e f o r m a t i o n  l e c t u r e s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  h e l d  
i n  M a n k a t o  o n  O c t o b e r  2 7 - 2 8 .  The  g u e s t  
l e c t u r e r  w i l l  b e  D r ,  G o t t f r i e d  Kof fmann  
o f  O b e r u r s e l ,  Ge rmany ,  H i s  t o p i c  i s :  
L u t h e r  a n d  J u s t i f i c a t i o n .  



Page 

I. WEDDING SERMON 

-- Rev, Er l ing  T. Teigen . . 1 

11. A LUTHERAN UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
WILL AND PROVIDENCE OF GOD I N  
HUMAN LIFE (continued) 

Chapter 8 - God's W i l l  and Providence 
i n  the  Lives of t h e  Unholy . . . . . 8 

Chapter 9 - The W i l l  and Providence 
of God When C h r i s t i a n s  Suf fe r  . . . 19 

Chapter 10 - God's W i l l  When Chris- 
t i a n s  Make Decisions . . . . . . . . 43 

-- D r .  Ernest  B a r t e l s  

111. HOMILETICS (notes)  



Page 

I. WEDDING SERMON 

-- Rev, Er l ing  T. Teigen . . 1 

11. A LUTHERAN UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
WILL AND PROVIDENCE OF GOD I N  
HUMAN LIFE (continued) 

Chapter 8 - God's W i l l  and Providence 
i n  the  Lives of t h e  Unholy . . . . . 8 

Chapter 9 - The W i l l  and Providence 
of God When C h r i s t i a n s  Suf fe r  . . . 19 

Chapter 10 - God's W i l l  When Chris- 
t i a n s  Make Decisions . . . . . . . . 43 

-- D r .  Ernest  B a r t e l s  

111. HOMILETICS (notes)  



Sermon Preached a t  t h e  Wedding of 

Dan Faugstad 

and 

J u l i e  Sorenson 

August 14, 1983 

a t  Our S a v i o r ' s  Lutheran Church 
Pr ince ton ,  Minnesota 

by P ro f .  Erl-ing T. Teigen 

My dea r  f r i e n d s  i n  C h r i s t :  

It is  a very  g r e a t  honor f o r  me t o  add re s s  you on 
your wedding day i n  t h e  company of your many f r i e n d s  
and r e l a t i v e s .  And of course ,  a s  we address  you now 
be fo re  you make p u b l i c  your solemn and sacred  vows 
t o  each o t h e r ,  w e  wish on ly  t o  d i r e c t  you t o  God's 
Word, which a lone  can be your source  of s t r e n g t h  as 
you seek t o  l i v e  t oge the r  under H i s  w i l l  and grace .  
For t h a t  reason,  we wish t o  d i r e c t  your a t t e n t i o n  
t o  those  words from S t .  ~ a u l ' s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Ephe- 
s i a n s  where he  connects  t h e  deepes t  p r o f u n d i t i e s  of 
h i s  g race  and love  t o  t h e  marr iage r e l a t i o n s h i p  
which he  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  h i s  c r e a t i o n .  

Ephesians 5~21-27  (KJV)  

Submit t ing yourse lves  one t o  another  i n  t h e  f e a r  of 
God. Wives, submit yourse lves  un to  your own hus- 
bands, a s  un to  t h e  Lord. For t h e  husband i s  t h e  
head of t h e  wife ,  even as C h r i s t  is t h e  head of t h e  
church: and he is  t h e  s a v i o r  of t h e  body. Therefore  
as t h e  church is s u b j e c t  un to  C h r i s t ,  so  l e t  t h e  
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wives be t o  t h e i r  o m  husbands i n  every t h i n g ,  
Husbands, love  your wives, even as GhrTst a l s o  
loved t h e  church and gave himself f o r  i t ;  t h a t  
he might s a n c t i f y  i t  and c l eanse  i t  wi th  t he  wash- 
ing of water  by t h e  word, that he might p r e sen t  i t  
t o  himself a  g l o r i o u s  c h u r c h ,  no t  having spo t  o r  
wr inkle ,  o r  any such t h i n g ;  bu t  t h a t  i t  should be 
ho ly  and without  bleszrish, 

This  t e x t  is f i r s t  and foremost a deep and pene- 
t r a t i n g  proclamation of the  Gospel ,  It. i s  a  proc- 
lamation of t h e  Gospel which proc la ims  t o  t h e  whole 
world t h a t  whi le  a l l  of u s  are condemned by reason  
of our inborn,  s i n f u l  na ture ,  y e t  God has pene t r a t ed  
t h e  power of sin and death by h i s  lov ing  g race  and 
has  j u s t i f i e d  u s  by t h e  merits  of h i s  Son, t h a t  w e  
a r e  saved by HIS merit and goodness, no t  by anything 
whjch i s  found i n  u s ,  And he a l s o  proclaims t o  u s  
he re  t h a t  he o f f e r s  and d i s t r i b u t e s  t h e  merits of 
h i s  Son not  by any works o r  Love of our  o m ,  nor  by 
our approach t o  him, b u t  s o l e l y  through H i s  Word 
and Sacraments, through which h e  comes t o  u s  by h i s  
own power and w f P % ,  

The a s t o u n d i ~ g  t h i n g ,  however, i s  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  
contex t  of t h i s  marve lous  proclamation of the Gospel. 
t h a t  our  g rac ious  Lord asnd God, through h i s  Holy 
Apost le ,  sees f i t  t o  enthrone the Ward of h i s  w i l l  
concerning marriage, 

You a r e  going t o  be  a parsonage family,  i,e,, you, 
Dan, have been ca l led  by Gob, thraugh a congregat ion 
of h i s  p e o p l e ,  t o  be t h e i r  pas to r ,  and you have been 
s e t  a s i d e  f o r  t h i s  work through your o r d i n a t i o n ,  
This  means t h a t  you are called t o  be God's spokes- 
man, t o  adminis te r  t h e  xsaeans of grace i n  the  midst  
of Gad's people ,  You, J u l i e ,  are n o t  called t o  be 
an a s s i s t a n t  pas to r ,  o r  a shepherdess ,  You a r e  one 
of t h e  many who s i t  i.n t h e  pew and have the  g l o r i o u s  

o f f i c e  of being minis te red  t o  by t h e  Blessed Lord 
of t h e  Church, through one sf h i s  s e r v a n t s ,  t h e  
pas to r .  And you are called a l s o  to be  Dan's wi fe ,  
j u s t  as he i s  a l s o  called t o  be ysur husband. And 
i t  i s  not  r e a l l y  a  ma t t e r  of which of t h e s e  c a l l -  
i ngs  comes f i r s t  o r  has p r i o r i t y ,  a l though i t  w i l l  
o f t e n  seem as though t h e  t w o  are i n  c o n f l i c t .  

But l e t  m e  warn you today, D%n and J u l i e ,  t h a t  
parsonage marr iages  are very f r a g i l e  marr iages  
indeed. That  may seem t o  be a shocking s ta tement .  
Many would expect  u s  t o  say t h a t  parsonage marr iages  
a r e  a  prime example of s t a b i l i t y  and should sh ine  
f o r t h  as a  good example, But the  s t a t i s t i c s  b e l i e  
t h a t  i dea .  And so does human exper iences ,  though 
i t  does no t  always show i n  a very p u b l i c  way. Par- 
sonage marr iages  are f r ag i l e ,  f o r  one reason,  per- 
haps,  because t h e  l~usband and w i f e  i n  a  parsonage 
l i v i n g  i n  a f ishbowl,  as it were, as well a s  those  
who view t h e i r  marr iage and fami ly  l i f e  from t h e  
community and congregat ion,  may t e n d  t o  regard  such 
marr iages  a s  s p e c i a l ,  a s  d i f f e r e n t  and maybe b e t t e r  
than  any o t h e r ,  

Indeed, your marr iage I S  special. It is  s p e c i a l  
t o  a l l  of u s  h e r e  today because you a r e  our  dea r  
f r i e n d s  and our  focus  today i s  on you and your mar- 
r i a g e .  And we do c e r t a i n l y  hope t h a t  a l l  husbands 
and wives h e r e  today will f i n d  renewed reason  t o  
regard  t h e i r  own marr iages  a s  special .  Your marr iage  
is  very  s p e c i a l  t o  you, t oo ,  because i t  is  yours .  
But above all, your marriage i s  special  t o  God. You 
a r e  each one of you h i s  d e a r l y  loved c h i l d r e n ,  who . 
he knows by name--who he  has bought and pa id  f o r  
wi th  t h e  blood of h i s  dear Son. There must s u r e l y  
be  r e j o i c i n g  i n  heaven whenever h i s  c h i l d r e n  e n t e r  
i n t o  t h e  ho ly  e s t a t e  of marriage rvhich he  h a s  i n s t i -  
t u t e d .  Your marr iage i s  s p e c i a l  t o  God because h e  
promises t o  b l e s s  you through h i s  word. 
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t u t e d .  Your marr iage i s  s p e c i a l  t o  God because h e  
promises t o  b l e s s  you through h i s  word. 



B u t . . , l e t  me a s s u r e  you, ycur mar r iage  i s  NOT 
s p e c i a l  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from any 
of t h e  o t h e r  mar r iages  i n  t h e  community and congre- 
g a t i o n  around you, a s  though i t  were immune from 
t h e  a s s a u l t s  of t h e  d e v i l  and t h e  f l e s h .  Each of 
you i s  b r ing ing  t o  your marr iage no t  only t h e  many 
good q u a l i t i e s  we know you both have i n  a human s o r t  
of way. But you are a l s o  each b r ing ing  t o  i t  t h e  
many s i n s  and weaknesses which l i v e  i n  your human 
f l e s h ,  s i n s  and weaknesses which must make you bo th  
say w i th  S t .  Pau l ,  "For I know t h a t  i n  me ( t h a t  is, 
i n  my f l e s h , )  dwel le th  no good th ing ;  f o r  t o  w i l l  
i s  p r e s e n t  w i th  me; bu t  how t o  perform t h a t  which 
i s  good 1 f i n d  not"  (Romans 7:18). And t h a t  s u r e l y  
must be a p p l i e d  t o  what you know about  God's w i l l  
concerning marr iage as we l l .  If you w i l l  h ea r  God's 
Law and i t s  sharp  condemnation t h a t  "There i s  none 
t h a t  doeth good, no n o t  one," then  you w i l l  a l s o  
have t o  r e a l i z e ,  my dear  f r i e n d s ,  t h a t  by reason  of 
your s i n f u l  f l e s h ,  your marr iage i s  des t i ned  t o  
misery and f a i l u r e .  If t h e  on ly  t h i n g  you have 
going f o r  your marr iage a r e  your i n n e r  s t r e n g t h s  
and noble  human q u a l i t i e s ,  then  t h e  f a i l u r e  of your 
marr iage i s  as c e r t a i n  a s  dea th  and more c e r t a i n  
t han  t a x e s ,  

But i n  t h e  t e x t  w e  have be fo re  us ,  t h a t  is  n o t  where 
our  Lord wants u s  t o  dwel l .  Your marr iage is  n o t  
s p e c i a l ,  i , e . ,  n o t  d i f f e r e n t  from any o t h e r  mar r iage  
among God's people--in t h a t  i t  is  above a l l  e l s e ,  
covered by Gad" g r ace  and redemption. And i t  is  
s u s t a i n e d  on ly  by t h a t  Gospel which is  proclaimed 

fo rg iv ing ,  se l f less ,  e t c , ,  YOU l i s t e n  t o  what you 
say and take it t o  hear t  y o u r s e l f ,  and t a k e  i t  t o  
your marriage, And you, J u l i e ,  when you h e a r  such 
preaching,  t h ink  no t  t h a t  i t  applies only  t o  o t h e r s .  
It a p p l i e s  t o  you and your  marriage and home l i f e  
as  we%%, n o t  j u s t  t o  all sf those  s i n f u l  people  
w i ~ h  problems out  t h e r e ,  

Mow what, s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i s  i t  t h a t  our  Lord wants 
u s  t o  th ink  about mar r iage  as he r e v e a l s  i t  t o  u s  
h e r e  through S t ,  Pau l?  OUR LORD WmTS THE MARRIAGE 
OF MIS MIS BELIEVERS, TO BE PATTERNED 
AFTER HIS OW ABSOLUTE SELFLESSNESS, W e  a r e  n o t ,  
of course ,  ts confuse H i s  s a c r i f i c e  wi th  t h e  s e l f -  
l e s s n e s s  and t h e  s a c r i f i c e  wl~ich belong t o  mar r iage ,  
and t hus  make marr iage  redeeming and sacramenta l .  
That i t  cannot be, f o r  h i s  sacr i f ice  is  p e r f e c t ,  
and yours  never w i l l  be--that  is, n o t  by your own 
work; only is  i t  p e r % e c t  when covered with  H i s  
r i gh t eousnes s  and fo rg ivenes s ,  For t h a t  reason  
above a l l  e l s e ,  in the midst  of all your f r a i l t i e s  
and i n  t h e  midst  of your  d a i l y  s i n  a g a i n s t  o t h e r s ,  
look  eo h i s  redemption, t o  h i s  s a c r i f i c e  on t h e  
cross, where he has completely  given himself  up i n  
your places, and by which God d e c l a r e s  you g u i l t l e s s  
and r i g h t e o u s  and pe r fec t  saints, And only  through 
t r u s t  i n  the grac ious  promise  ~dl-~ieh he d e l i v e r s  t o  
you there does he c a l l  you t o  p a t t e r n  your marr iage  
a f t e r  h i s  redemption, J u s t  as he h a s  g iven  himself  
up completely t o  save u s  and asks  he redeemed t o  
give themselves up t o  him, he also a s k s  you t o  g i v e  
yourse lves  up completely  for each o t h e r ,  

t o  s i n f u l  people--to s i n f u l  husbands and wives,  The s i m p l e  Gospel  i s  thus  t h e  beginning p o i n t .  You 
p a r e n t s  and ch i ld ren ,  s tar ld ,  we say aga in ,  before  your God and be fo re  

each o the r ,  a s  poor,  miserable, weak s i n n e r s ,  w i th  
~ o n ' t  t h ink ,  Dan, t h a t  what i s  worked ou t  i n  your nothing of worth,  no th ing  but the  f i l t h y  r a g s  of 
s tudy  and preached i n  t h i s  p u l p i t  does n o t  app ly  t~ your f8esh  t o  o f f e r  ts him o r  t o  each o t h e r ,  And 
your mar r iage ,  When you counse l  your h e a r e r s  on t h e  

. . y e t  HE washes you c l e a n  d a i l y ,  as P a u l  says ,  
b a s i s  of God" word t o  be p a t i e n t ,  generous,  
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"THAT HE MIGHT PRESENT IT TO HIMSELF A GLORIOUS 
CHURCH, NOT HAVING SPOT, OR WRINKLE, OR MY SUCH 
THING, BUT THAT IT SHOULD BE HOLY APSD WITHOUT 
BLEMISH, '* 

And what fo l lows  from t h a t  i s  t h a t  those  h e  h a s  s o  
redeemed and washed c l e a n  se rve  him i n  f a i t h ,  It 
is  no t  t h a t  t h e i r  f a i t h  i s  a  good work, a  noble  g i f t  
which they can o f f e r  t o  p l e a s e  him, But i t  means 
t h a t  they t r u s t  him and h i s  word of promise; they 
keep h i s  word; they obey h i s  word and h i s  w i l l ,  they  
submit t o  him by t ak ing  thought n o t  t o  t h e i r  own 
r igh t eousnes s  o r  works bu t  r a t h e r  accept  h i s  work, 
h i s  r igh teousness ,  h i s  goodness, a s  t h e i r  own. To 
submit t o  C h r i s t  means, above a l l ,  t o  accept  a l l  
of h i s  work a s  your own, t o  b e l i e v e  H i s  g r ac ious  
promises,  and not  t o  add anything of your own t o  
what he says  i s  s u f f i c i e n t .  

And how i s  t h i s  t o  be app l i ed  t o  your marr iage? 
I n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace ,  we a r e  t o  remember t h a t  indeed 
t h i s  a p p l i e s  t o  a11 b e l i e v e r s ,  i n  a l l  of t h e i r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  each o t h e r .  But y e t ,  i t  i s  no tab l e  
t h a t  our Lord s e e s  f i t  t o  enthrone marr iage by l i ken -  
ing i t  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  which e x i s t s  between him 
and h i s  church, t h e  b e l i e v e r s ,  The very  f a c t  t h a t  
C h r i s t  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  bridegroom and t h e  church, 
t he  b e l i e v e r s ,  a r e  c a l l e d  t h e  b r i d e ,  i s  an astound- 
ing t h ing  t h a t  we can ba re ly  comprehend, 

When you, J u l i e ,  a r e  asked h e r e  t o  submit t o  your 
husband, t h a t  word is  f i l l e d  with an enormous amount 
of meaning, I t  does no t  mean merely t o  c a r r y  ou t  
o r d e r s ,  but  i t  i s  t h e  same submission and obedience 
which belongs t o  f a i t h  i n  h i s  word--obey t h e  word. 
Sure ly ,  devot ion t o  duty i s  a p a r t  of t h a t ,  But i f  
your submission and obedience t o  your husband i s  t o  
be l i k e  t h e  submission and obedience which t h e  church 
has  toward C h r i s t ,  then i t  inc ludes  f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  

t r u s t ,  honor, love ,  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  Through t h a t  
word "submit"' you a r e  c a l l e d  upon t o  empty you r se l f  
of a l l  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  and t o  be a t r u e  s e rvan t .  

And you, Dan, a r e  asked by your Lord he re ,  t o  l ove  
your w i f e ,  And t h a t  l ove  i s  n e i t h e r  t h e  s imple 
love  of pa s s ion  o r  i n f a t u a t i o n ,  nor t h e  love  of 
romanticism, But t h a t  l ove  i s  l i kewi se  a  c a l l  t o  
completely empty yourse l f  and g i v e  up a l l  of your 
s e l f  i n t e r e s t ,  To l ove  your w i f e  i nc ludes  f a i t h f u l -  
ness ,  t r u s t ,  honor, s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  indeed, submis- 
s i o n  a s  wel l .  It  i s  t o  ho ld  her  needs a s  being more 
important than  your o m ,  and t o  be  a t r u e  s e rvan t  t o  
h e r ,  j u s t  a s  i t  is s a i d  i n  t h e  Gospel,  he Son of 
Man came n o t  t o  be served,  b u t  t o  serve."  When 
Paul  says  he re ,   usba bands l ove  your wives,  even as 
Christ: a l s o  loved t h e  church, and gave himself  f o r  
it," you a r e  c a l l e d  t o  empty you r se l f  and s e r v e  your 
wi fe  by l ay ing  down your Life f o r  h e r  happiness  and 
we l f a r e ,  

This ,  my dea r  f r i e n d s ,  l i e s  under no th ing  o t h e r  
than  t h e  p rec ious  Gospel, And so  i t  i s  then  our  
prayer  t h a t  your marr iage w i l l  be  one which l i e s  
always, day i n  and day ou t ,  and hour a f t e r  hour ,  
under t h a t  same Gospel. Hear the promise of our  
g rac ious  Lord, and look always t o  what he  h a s  done 
i n  l ay ing  down h i s  L i f e  f o r  you* Under H i s  s a c r i -  
f i c e  and under H i s  Righteouness,  God r ega rds  you a s  
p e r f e c t .  And your marr iage too,  then,  can only  be  
p e r f e c t  when covered by H i s  Grace and fo rg ivenes s ,  

God be wi th  you a l l  of your days.  May God prosper  
you by H i s  g race ,  f o r  J e s u s '  sake ,  Amen. 
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Chapter 8 

GOD'S WILL AND PROVIDENCE I N  THE LIVES OF THE UNHOLY 

I n  H i s  providence God provides  f o r  t h e  phys i ca l  
temporal needs of a l l  people.  The Godly and t h e  
ungodly a l i k e  a r e  r e c i p i e n t s  of H i s  c a r e .  I n  l ove  
H e  s u p p l i e s  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  of l i f e ,  a l s o  t o  t hose  
who do n o t  know, and accept  and acknowledge H i m .  

J e s u s  made t h i s  p o i n t  very  c l e a r  i n  t h e  Sermon 
on t h e  Mount, H e  was speaking t o  H i s  f o l l ower s  
about l ov ing  t h e i r  enemies. H e  s a i d  t h a t  i f  they  
would l ove  t h e i r  enemies they  would be l i k e  t h e  
heavenly Fa ther .  H i s  words, recorded i n  Matthew's 
Gospel a r e  "Love your enemies and pray f o r  t hose  who 
pe r secu te  you, s o  t h a t  you may be sons of your 
Fa ther  who i s  i n  heaven" (Matt. 5:44, 45a) .  H e  
then  g i v e s  an  example of t h e  F a t h e r ' s  l ove  being 
bestowed on those  who a r e ,  i n  essence,  H i s  "enemies." 
9e says  " f o r  he  makes h i s  sun rise upon t h e  ev i l  and 
the  good, and sends r a i n  on t h e  j u s t  and on t h e  un- 
just" (Matt. 5: 45b) .  

and t h e  u n j u s t  a l i k e ,  n o t  because Me dis regarded  
moral d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  bu t  because H e  i s  t h e  heavenly 
Fa ther .  "I i n  d i s cus s ing  t h i s  v e r s e ,  Mart in  H. 
Franzmann speaks of " the  Fa ther  of l i m i t l e s s  spon- 
taneous love."2 He says ,  "The F a t h e r ' s  l ove  is  
love  t o  t h e  l o v e l e s s  shorn,  love t o  t h e  e v i l  and 
t h e  u n j u s t  ."3 I n  a sermon on t h i s  t e x t  Freder ich  
W ,  Fe ins inger  s a i d  t o  h i s  congregat ion 

You cannot v i s u a l i z e  your Fa the r  i n  heaven 
as One who would l e t  t h e  sun sh ine  down on 
H i s  o m  c h i l d r e n ,  j u s t  i n  c e r t a i n  l i t t l e  
a r e a s ,  and l e a v e  a l l  t h e  unbe l i eve r s  i n  
darkness ,  When t h e  sun a r o s e  t h i s  morning, 
i t  was sh in ing  on t h e  wheat f i e l d s  of t h e  
consecra ted  widow as w e l l  a s  upon t h e  shacks 
of those  who a r e  l i v i n g  i n  debauchery and 
god l ines s ,  %en t h e  r a i n  f a l l s ,  God does n o t  
withhold i t  from t h e  p rope r ty  of t h e  godless  
bu t  He g i v e s  i t  t o  t h e  Godly and t h e  god le s s  
equa l ly  and a l i k e .  " 4  

The venerab le  B r i t i s h  P r o t e s t a n t  commentator 
Matthew Henry s a i d  t h a t  on ly  once God made such a 
d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  pe rmi t t i ng  H i s  sun t o  sh ine  on some 
and no t  on o t h e r s ,  H e  wrote ,  "It was bu t  once 
t h a t  God forbade  H i s  sun t o  shine on t h e  Egypt ians ,  
when t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  had l i g h t  in t h e i r  dwel l ings .  
God could make such a d i s t i n c t i o n  every daye1'5 

What mot iva tes  God t o  t ake  c a r e  of t h e  needs of Lenski  s ee s ,  no t  on ly  Fa the r ly ,  bu t  redeeming 
-he ungodly? Reuben H. Ford says ,  "our heavenly love  a s  God's purpose i n  bestowing e a r t h l y  b l e s s -  
:ather pours  ou t  H i s  b l e s s i n g s .  . . .upon t h e  j u s t  imgs on t h e  ungodly, He says  

L e t  u s  no t  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  c o s t s  God noth ing  t o  

:Continued from Volume XIXIII, NO. 2 ,  June 1983 send sunshine and r a i n  on t h e  unr igh teous .  
It i s  His mighty agape t h a t  r e s t r a i n s  H i m  

I from sending only  d e s t r u c t i o n  upon them. By 
H i s  benefac t ions  H e  would l e a d  t h e  wicked t o  

dv ,I[; * repentance.  
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He quo te s  Romans 2:4 (K.J.V.) a s  a  r e f e r ence  
" O r  d e s p i s e s t  thou t h e  r i c h e s  of h i s  goodness 
and forebearance  and longsu f f e r ing ;  no t  knowing 
t h a t  t h e  goodness of God l e a d e t h  t h e e  t o  repent -  
ance?" 

The S c r i p t u r e  no t  only s ays  t h a t  God provides  
sunshine and sends r a i n  t o  a l l  people ,  bu t  i t  
a l s o  speaks of God a s  t h e  provider  of food f o r  
a l l .  Psalm 136:25 r e f e r s  t o  God a s  "he who g i v e s  
food t o  a l l  f l e s h ,  f o r  h i s  s t e a d f a s t  l ove  en- 
dures  f o r e v e r , "  Koehler remarks, "He ' g ives  food 
t o  a l l  f l e s h , '  t o  t h e  heathen a s  we l l  a s  t o  H i s  
ch i ld ren ."7  Many Lutherans u se  a s  a  t a b l e  prayer  
t h e  words of Psalm 145:15, 16.  "The eyes of a l l  
look  t o  t hee ,  and thou g i v e s t  them t h e i r  food i n  
due season.  Thou openest  t h i n e  hand, thou satis- 
f i e s t  t h e  d e s i r e  of every l i v i n g  thing."  J e s u s  
s a i d  of t h e  Fa the r ,  "He i s  kind t o  t h e  u n g r a t e f u l  
and t h e  s e l f i s h "  (Luke 6:35c).  

A l l  human l i v e s  a r e  l i v e d  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  
God. Even when people  commit s i n f u l  a c t s ,  they  
do n o t  a c t  independent ly  of God. God even p a r t i -  
c i p a t e s  i n  t h e i r  s i n s .  Bente says ,  "The f a c t  must 
. . . .no t  be overlooked t h a t  God i s  o p e r a t i v e  i n  
men and a c t s  through men a l s o  when t h e i r  deeds a r e  
e v i l .  . . .God h a s  a hand. . . . i n  t h e  s i n f u l  a c t s  
of men."$ However, He does t h i s  i n  a  l i m i t e d  way. 
H e  does so  i n s o f a r  a s  they  a r e  a c t s ,  bu t  no t  inso- 
f a r  a s  they  a r e  e v i l . 9  God can and does cause  
good t o  come from t h e  s i n f u l ,  e v i l  a c t s  of men. 
Bente w r i t e s  

Once a  man h a s  y i e lded  t o  Sa tan  and h a s  de t e r -  
mined upon wickedness. . . .God t a k e s  h i s  
wickedness and d i r e c t s  i t  i n  such course  t h a t  
t h e  wickedness i s  made t o  s e r v e  God's p l an  . . . .and a t  t imes  t h e  we l f a r e  of t h e  s i n n e r  
h imse l f .  l0 

~ u l & n  s t a t e s  t h a t  " ~ a i t h  has .  .no deeper in-  
s i g h t  i n t o  God's r e l a t i o n  t o  e v i l  than  t h e  convic- 
t i o n  t h a t  Re i s  a b l e  t o  make e v i l  s e rve  t h e  pur- 
poses  of H i s  l ove . " l l  

I n  H i s  providence God moni te rs  and r e g u l a t e s  
t h e  e v i l  a c t s  of people.  H e  does t h i s  i n  s e v e r a l  
ways, He p reven t s  t h e  concept ion,  o r  t h e  execut ion ,  
of many s i n f u l  de s igns ,  A c l a s s i c  B i b l i c a l  ca se  i n  
po in t  i s  t h a t  of Abimilech, recorded i n  t h e  twen- 
t i e t h  chapter  of Genesis.  Abraham journeyed i n t o  
t h e  reg ion  where Abimilech w a s  k ing ,  When Abimilech 
inqui red  about Abraham's wi fe  Sarah,  Abraham s a i d  
t h e  t r u t h ,  "She i s  my s i s t e r . "  He withheld t h e  
o t h e r  t r u t h  t h a t  she was h i s  wi fe .  God came t o  
Abimilech i n  a dream and warned him t h a t  t h e  woman 
he  had taken,  Sarah,  was a  man's wi fe .  God t h r e a t -  
ened him wi th  dea th ,  Abimilech had not  approached 
Sarah, and he dialogued wi th  God, "Lord, w i l t  thou 
s l a y  innocent  people? Did he  no t  himself say t o  me, 
'She i s  my s i s t e r ? ?  and she  h e r s e l f  s a i d ,  "Me i s  my 
brother.'"n t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of my h e a r t  and t h e  
innocence of my hands I have done t h i s : "  God then  
s a i d  t o  Abimilech, "'Yes, I know t k a t  you have done 
t h i s  i n  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of your h e a r t ,  and i t  was I 
who kept  you from s inn ing  a g a i n s t  me; t h e r e f o r e  I 
d id  no t  l e t  you touch her . "  G o d ,  Himself,  prevented 
Abimilech f  r i m  having r e l a t i o n s  wi th  another  manv s 
wife .  How? On t h e  b a s i s  of v e r s e s  7 and 1 8  of t h e  
chap te r ,  Leupold i s  of t h e  op in ion  t k a t  God s e n t  a  
sicknesswhich a f f e c t e d  t h e  k i n g ' s  e n t i r e  household, 
inc lud ing  Abimilech, which rendered t h e  act  of sex- 
u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  imposs ib le ,  Thus, Abimilech w a s  
kep t  from sinning.12 

Other S c r i p t u r e  passages which i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  
t r u t h  t h a t  God p reven t s  t h e  c a r r y i n g  ou t  of e v i l  
i n t e n t i o n s  a r e  Genesis  37:18; Exodus 17:30; Num- 
b e r s  22:12; 23:8, 2 0 ;  I1 Kings 6 ~ 1 7 ,  18 ;  7:6; 
I s a i a h  3 7 ~ 3 6 ;  and John 7:30; 8:2Q1 
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u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  imposs ib le ,  Thus, Abimilech w a s  
kep t  from sinning.12 

Other S c r i p t u r e  passages which i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  
t r u t h  t h a t  God p reven t s  t h e  c a r r y i n g  ou t  of e v i l  
i n t e n t i o n s  a r e  Genesis  37:18; Exodus 17:30; Num- 
b e r s  22:12; 23:8, 2 0 ;  I1 Kings 6 ~ 1 7 ,  18 ;  7:6; 
I s a i a h  3 7 ~ 3 6 ;  and John 7:30; 8:2Q1 



God a l s o  con f ine s  w i t h i n  c e r t a i n  bounds o t h e r  h ighe r  p l a n s  t o  -- E l o h i m ,  f o r  Iie i t  i s  who as  t h e  

a c t s ,  whose concept ion and execut ion  He pe rmi t s .  13 mighty Ruler  of the world p r o v i d e n t i a l l y  c o n t r o l s  

God may f r u s t r a t e  t h e  purpose of t h e  e v i l d o e r  t h e  a f f a i r s  of His children,"l8 

whi le  pe rmi t t i ng  t h e  deed. I-4 I s a i a h  prophesied 
t h a t  God would permit  t h e  king of Assyr ia  t o  invade 
Judah, bu t  t h a t  ] . imi ta t ions  would be p laced  upon 
him and h i s  armies  of conquest ( I s ,  $:5-10). The 
reason  g iven  by I s a i a h  i s  " ~ o d  is  wi th  us" ( I s .  
8 : lO) .  Leupold s ays  t h a t  " t he  Lord would b r i n g  
upon them. . . . t h e  Assyr ian  nat ion."15 But he  
s t a t e s  t h a t  " t he  prophet  shows how f u t i l e  a l l  
a t t emp t s  l i k e  t h e  Assyr ian  invas ion  must prove i n  
t h e  end because they  a r e  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  over throw 
of t h e  people  of ~ o d . " ' ~  Paul  makes t h e  p o i n t  i n  
I Cor in th i ans  10:13 t h a t  God a l l ows  tempta t ions  t o  
come t o  H i s  people ,  bu t  w i t h i n  l i m i t a t i o n s .  

No tempta t ion  h a s  over taken  you t h a t  is  no t  
common t o  man. God i s  f a i t h f u l ,  and he  w i l l  
no t  l e t  you be tempted beyond your s t r e n g t h ,  
bu t  wi th  t h e  tempta t ion  w i l l  a l s o  prov ide  
t h e  way of escape,  t h a t  you may be a b l e  t o  
endure i t .  

Another B ib l e  r e f e r e n c e  i n  t h i s  ma t t e r  i s  Psalm 
124: 1-5. 

A.  Lo Graebner w r i t e s  t h a t  " t he  e v i l  a c t s  of 
men. . . , a r e  under d i v i n e  c o n t r o l ,  inasmuch a s  God 
i n  H i s  providence.  . . . d i r e c t s  them t o  such ends 
and determines  them. t o  such purposes  a s  H i s  wisdom, 
goodness, and j u s t i c e  have ordained.  "I7 A B i b l i c a l  
example is  t h a t  of Joseph,  who was s o l d  i n t o  s l av -  
e r y  by h i s  b r o t h e r s .  When Joseph r evea l ed  himself  
t o  them he  s a i d ,  "I am your b r o t h e r ,  Joseph,  whom 
you s o l d  i n t o  Egypt. And now do n o t  be d i s t r e s s e d ,  
o r  angry w i th  yourse lves ,  because you s o l d  m e  h e r e ;  
f o r  God s e n t  me b e f o r e  you t o  p r e se rve  l i f e "  (Gene- 
-;is 45: 4, 5 ) .  Leupold comments, "It should be 

HoS%az wrote  i n  a comprehensive way about t h e  
involvement of God i n  t h e  sins of p e o p l e ,  He enu- 
merated accs of Providence p r e c e e d i n g  sin, "Fore- 
s i g h t ,  ave r s ion  to t h e  sin fo r e seen ,  and h inder -  
ing."19 A s  Divine a c t s  a t t e n d i n g  s i n ,  he  l i s t e d ,  
"Support of t h e  nature a c t i n g  wickeid~y, concurrence 
wi th  t h e  remoee m a t e r i a l  of a v i c i o u s  a c t i o n ,  per- 
miss ion  of t h e  a t a z i a  adher ing  t o  t h e  s i n f u l  a c t i o n ,  
l i m i t i n g  de te rmina t ion  of the sin, d i r e c t i o n  t o  a 
good end."20 A c t s  fo l lowing  s i n ,  accord ing  t o  him, 
are "imposing of the divine penalties, . . r emiss ion  
O E  r;ins."21 

When p e o p l e  s i n ,  God h a t e s  t h e i r  s i n ,  b u t  H e  
s t i l l  l oves  t h e m ,  Because t h e  Bible both speaks 
of God "hatJ.ngU and "Lovingic someone, itis impor- 
t a n t  t h a t  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  be ~ a a i n t a i n e d ,  I n  
Psalm 5 David converses wi th  God and s ays ,  "thou 
hates t  a l l  evi ldoers ,  . , . t h e  Lord abhors  blood- 
t h i r s t y  and d e c e i t f u l  men" @s, 5:6b, 7 b ) ,  Speak- 
i ng  of s inner s  of a l l  kinds, Jesus t o l d  Nicodemus 
"God s o  loved t h e  wor ld  that he gave h i s  only Son" 
(John 3:%6a), P a u l  said t o  the Ephesians t h a t  God, 
who is r i c h  i n  mercy, o u t  0% the gre;at l ove  wi th  
xghich h e  loved u s ,  even when we were dead through 
our  t r e s p a s s e s ,  made u s  tc~gether  wi th  Chr i s t "  
(Eph, 2: 4 ,  5) H e  wrote t o  the  Romans, '*God 
showed h i s  .?Love f o r  u s  in t h a t  w h i l e  we were y e t  
sinners;  C h r i s t  d i e d  f o r  us" (Romans 5~8). I n  t h i s  
ma t t e r  P i e p e r  wrote  of a  t lqefa ld  a t t r i b u t e  i n  God. 
There is  "Gad's t r a i t  of inviolable h o l i n e s s  and 
righteuusness, according t a  wkeicb H e  demands t h a t  
men keep t h e  L a w  H e  has given them and is  wroth 
wirh t r a n s g r e s s o r s e B t  H e  a lso speaks of God's t r a i t  
of a  most wonderful  Love, which prompted God t o  g i v e  

loted t h a t  Joseph very  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  a s c r i b e s  t h e s e  
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H i s  Son t o  t h e  world and through H i s  obedience 
and s u f f e r i n g  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  world t o  
Armand Ulbr ich  s ays  

Because people  a r e  s i n f u l  they a r e  under t h e  
wrath and condemnation of a  ho ly  and r i g h t e o u s  
God, . . . t h e r e  i s  no th ing  they themselves  can 
do about t h e i r  s i n s  and t h e  condemnation they  
deserve .  By themselves they a r e  h e l p l e s s l y  
and hope l e s s ly  l o s t ,  

Then he s t a t e s  of God, " i n  s p i t e  of t h e  way they  
a r e  and t h e  t h i n g s  they  do, God l o v e s  them and 
wants them t o  be His."23 The au tho r s  of t h e  Evan- 
gel ism Workbook, prepared f o r  u se  i n  t h e  Missour i  
D i s t r i c t  of t h e  Missour i  Synod, speak of God and 
s i n  i n  t h i s  way, "God i s  holy and j u s t  and t h e r e f o r e  
must punish s i n .  Being ho ly ,  He cannot have fe l low- 
s h i p  wi th  unforgiven skn,  and being j u s t ,  He must 
condemn t h e  g u i l t y  s i n n e r  L a t e r  i n  t h e  workbook 
they s a y , l t l f  H e  were only j u s t i c e ,  we would a l l  be  
condemned. However, He i s  lov ing  and m e r c i f u l ,  
Although He must punish s i n ,  He l o v e s  u s  and t he r e -  
f o r e  d o e s n ' t  want t o  punish u s .  . . .Me i s  bo th  ho ly  
and loving."25 

It i s  t h e  t a i l 1  of God t h a t  s i n n e r s  should t u r n  
away from e v i l  and be saved,  God zsked t h e  prophet  
Ezekie l  t o  t e l l  t h e  wicked 

A s  E l i v e ,  s ays  t h e  Lord God, I have no 
p l e a s u r e  i n  t h e  dea th  of t h e  wicked, bu t  
t h a t  t h e  wicked t u r n  from h i s  way and l i v e ;  
t u r n  back, t u r n  back from your e v i l  way, 
f o r  why w i l l  you d i e ,  0  house of I s r a e l ?  
(Ezek. 33 : 11)  . 

Lenski  n o t e s  t h a t  God i s  s o  i n t e n t  i n  making t h i s  
i n v i t a t i o n  t h a t  He speaks i t  i n  t h e  form of a n  oa th ,  

"AS I l i v e . "  He says ,  "Every o a t h  of God is  f o r  
u s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  of assurance ,  t h u s  c a l l i n g  f o r  
our  f a i t h  wi th  t h e  supreme e f f o r t  God Himself can 
make.1126 He comments on t h e  doubl ing of t h e  words 
of i n v i t a t i o n  " t u r n  back, t u r n  back" and l i k e n s  i t  
t o  t h e  words of J e sus ,  B9Jerusalein,  Jerusalem!" and 
"Martha, Martha!'' w r i t i n g  "Here i s  a p a t e n t  appea l  
from t h e  mighty God of g r ace ,  s u r e l y  p e n e t r a t i n g  
i n  i t s  e f f e c t  . "27 When preach ing  on t h i s  t e x t  
Samuel P. Long s a i d  

It ought t o  be enough t o  me l t  our  h e a r t s  t o  
f i n d  t h a t  God s o  l o v e s  u s  t h a t  H e  would t e l l  
u s  t h a t  He does n o t  f i n d  any p l e a s u r e  i n  t h e  
dea th  of anyone, bu t  when Me who cannot  l i e ,  
comes w i th  H i s  o a th  and d e c l a r e s  t h a t  He i s  
s o  deeply concerned i n  our  s a l v a t i o n  t h a t  He 
cannot g e t  one b i t  of p l e a s u r e  o u t  of t h e  
damnation of anyone, i t  ought t o  make u s  s w i m  
i n  our  t e a r s  of repentance .  28 

With r e f e r e n c e  t o  t u r n i n g  from s i n  i n  repentance ,  
David prayed, "The s a c r i f i c e  accep t ab l e  t o  God i s  
a  broken s p i r i t ;  a  broken and c o n t r i t e  h e a r t ,  
0 God, thou w i l t  n o t  desp ise"  (Ps ,  51:17).  I n  a  
sermon Edwin C. Munson c i t e d  B i b l i c a l  examples 
say ing ,  "'Our Lord ' s  own approva l  of t h e  pen i t ence  
of t h e  p r o d i g a l  son and t h e  pub l i can  is.  . . .proof 
t h a t  repen tance  i s  i n  harmony wi th  t h e  w i l l  of 
 GO^ . "29 

God works i n  a  v a r i e t y  of ways i n  c a l l i n g  s i n -  
n e r s  t o  repentance .  Sometimes H e  sends  and per- 
m i t s  s u f f e r i n g s  t o  b r i n g  them t o  t h e i r  s ense s .  
Th i s  is  v i v i d l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  h i s t o r y  of God's 
people  i n  t h e  Old Testament e r a ,  Frequent ly  when 
they s t r a y e d  from H i m ,  God would permi t  enemies 
and c a t a s t r o p h i e s  come upon them t o  b r i n g  them t o  
t h e i r  knees i n  repentance ,  The i n v i t a t i o n  i n  
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 GO^ . "29 

God works i n  a  v a r i e t y  of ways i n  c a l l i n g  s i n -  
n e r s  t o  repentance .  Sometimes H e  sends  and per- 
m i t s  s u f f e r i n g s  t o  b r i n g  them t o  t h e i r  s ense s .  
Th i s  is  v i v i d l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  h i s t o r y  of God's 
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t h e i r  knees i n  repentance ,  The i n v i t a t i o n  i n  



Psalm 2:12 i s  i n  t h i s  v e i n .  "Serve t h e  Lord w i th  
f e a r ,  wi th  t rembl ing  k i s s  h i s  f e e t ,  l e s t  he  be 
angry and you p e r i s h  i n  t h e  way; f o r  h i s  wrath i s  
qu i ck ly  k ind l ed ,  Blessed a r e  a l l  who t a k e  r e fuge  
i n  him." I n  a  manual adv i s ing  p a s t o r s  on how t o  
d e a l  wi th  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  sickroom, William A, 
Lauterbach i s  cognizan t  of t h e  r o l e  of s u f f e r i n g  
i n  l e ad ing  t o  repentance ,  He s ays  t h a t  

Very o f t e n  t h e  s ickbed t ends  $a make "hose 
who have ignored GodQ more r e c e p t i v e  t o  t h e  
Word of God, and where t h e  p a t i e n t  may have 
r e fu sed  t o  g ive  heed t o  i n s t r u c t i o n  from t h e  
Word i n  h e a l t h ,  he  may g i v e  a  ready e a r  i n  
s ickness .3C 

He a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  

God use s  v a r i o u s  means t o  a rouse .  . . .The 
s ickbed h a s  probably been used i n  t h i s  way 
more o f t e n  than  any o t h e r  means, Many a  
person h a s  by means of it been brought t o  
ask .  . . 'What must I do t o  be saved?'31 

Of ten  God d i r e c t l y  sends  H i s  spokesmen t o  t hose  
who a r e  l i v i n g  i n  s i n ;  t o  w i tne s s  t o  them, and t o  
c a l l  them t o  repentance ,  Thus t h e  Old Testament 
prophet  Jonah was c a l l e d  by God t o  preach repent -  
ance t o  t h e  people  of t h e  c i t y  of Ninevah. H i s  
c a l l  was, "Arise ,  go t o  Ninevah, t h a t  g r e a t  c i t y  
and c r y  a g a i n s t  i t ;  f o r  t h e i r  wickedness h a s  come 
clp b e f o r e  me" (Jonah l : 2 ) .  When he  preached they  
repented.  The S c r i p t v r e  r e p o r t s ,  " ~ n d  t h e  people  
I£ Nineveh be l i eved  God, they  proclaimed a  f a s t ,  
tnd pu t  on s ackc lo th ,  f r ~ m  t h e  g r e a t e s t  of them t o  
.he l e a s t  of them" (Jonah 3:5) .  Numerous prophe ts ,  
~ n d  t h e  Lord J e s u s  Himself,  were s e n t  t o  w i tne s s  
od% repentance  c a l l  t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of Je ru-  
aleme I n  d i v i n e  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  J e s u s  wept over  
'zat c i t y  say ing  

0 Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  k i l l i n g  t h e  proph- 
e t s  and s ton ing  those  who a r e  s e n t  t o  you! 
How o f t e n  would I have ga thered  your c h i l -  
d ren  t oge the r  a s  a  hen g a t h e r s  h e r  brood 
under h e r  wings, and you would no t !  (Matt .  
23: 37) .  

I n  o t h e r  c a s e s  t h e  Sc r ipcu re  mentions t h e  suf-  
f e r i n g  of t h e  ungodly simply a s  punishment f o r  
t h e i r  s i n s . 32  I s a i a h  s ays  t e r s e l y ,  " t he  Lord h a s  
a day of vengence" ( I s ,  34:8a) ,  I n  a  more ex- 
tended s ta tement  David w r i t e s ,  i n  p a r t ,  " I f  a  man 
does no t  r e p e n t ,  God w i l l  whet h i s  sword; he  h a s  
ben t  and s t r u n g  h i s  bow; he  has prepared h i s  deadly 
weapons, making h i s  arrows f i e r y  sha f t s ' '  (Ps .  7:12, 
13) Leupold s ays  t h a t  God's i n d i g n a t i o n  f o r  s i n  
"expresses  i t s e l f  i n  a c t s ,  . . .such a s  t hose  des- 
~ r i b e d . " ~ ~  God i s  t o  be "regarded as having a l -  
ready ben t  t h e  bow and taken  aim, So d i r e c t l y  
imminent i s  t h e  punishment c f  t h e  e v i l d o e r .  We 
o f t e n  f a i l  t o  r e a l i z e  how e r i l s u s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of 
t h e  impeni ten t  r e a l l y  i s .  Koehler w r i t e s  

The Holy God h a t e s  s i n ,  and t h e r e f o r e  pro- 
nounces H i s  cu r se  upon a l l  & r a n s g r e s s o r s  of 
H i s  Law, which c u r s e  i n c l u d e s  a l l  manner of 
punishment and s u f f e r i n g  i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  a s  
s i cknes s ,  mis for tune ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  of drunk- 
enness ,  of l i c e n t e o u s n e s s ,  e t c ,  35 

Some massive B i b l i c a l  examples of t h i s  a r e  t h e  des- 
t r u c t i o n  of t h e  wicked world by t h e  Deluge a t  t h e  
t i m e  of Noah (Gen, 7 ) ;  Sodom and Gomorrahes des- 
t r u c t i o n  because of t h e  g r a v i t y  of t h e i r  s i n s  
(Gen. 1 9 ) ;  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of Je rusa lem brought  
about by t h e  wickedness of t h e  Jews (Luke 19:43, 
44) .  Xn t h e  Small Catechism Luther  urged t h e  t h r e a t  
of punishment a s  an  i n c e n t i v e  t o  avoid s i nn ing .  
" ~ o d  t h r e a t e n s  t o  punish a l l  t h a t  t r a n s g r e s s  t h e s e  
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Commandments. Therefore  we should f e a r  H i s  wrath 
and no t  a c t  c o n t r a r y  t o  the1n."3~ 

People  who remain ungodly; who do n o t  r epen t  of 
t h e i r  s i n s  and t u r n  t o  C h r i s t  f o r  f o rg ivenes s ,  
w i l l  s u f f e r  punishment f o r  t h e i r  s i n s  i n  e t e r n i t y ,  
P i epe r  s ays ,  "whoever r e j e c t s  t h i s  f u l l  and complete 
payment must pay i t  himself  i n  e t e rn i t y . "37  They 

w i l l  be consigned t o  h e l l ,  The Psa lmi s t  s ays ,  
"The wicked s h a l l  be tu rned  i n t o  h e l l 9 '  (Ps.  9:17 
K . J . V . ) .  There  they  w i l l  endure never  ending 
anguish of body and s o u l ,  Hol laz  views t h i s  a s  
"a p e r p e t u a l  exc lu s ion  from t h e  b e a t i f i c  enjoyment 
of God, un i t ed  wi th  cons t an t  and most e x c r u t i a t i n g  
torments."38 P i epe r  cons idered  t h i s  t o  be t h e  t r u e  
punishment f o r  s i n  say ing ,  " t he  t r u e  punishment f o r  
s i n  i s  n o t  t h i s  o r  t h a t  temporal mis for tune ,  b u t  
e t e r n a l  damnation."39 Pau l  had people  who e n t e r  
e t e r n i t y  w i th  unforgiven s i n  i n  mind when he  wrote ,  
 here w i l l  be t r i b u l a t i o n  and d i s t r e s s  f o r  every 
human being who does e v i l "  (Rom. 2: 9) . J e s u s  des- 
c r i b e d  t h e  p l a c e  of damnation v a r i o u s l y  a s  " t h e  
o u t e r  darkness ;  t h e r e  men w i l l  weep and gnash t h e i r  
t e e th"  (Matt. 8 : l 2 ) ,  and " the  h e l l  of f i r e "  (Matt. 
5 ~ 2 2 ) .  Descr ib ing  t h e  f a t e  of t h e  r i c h  man i n  t h e  
pa rab l e  of t h e  r i c h  man and Lazarus ,  J e s u s  h a s  t h e  
r i c h  man say ing  from h e l l  "Father  Abraham, have 
mercy on me and send Lazarus  t o  d i p  t h e  end of h i s  
f i n g e r  i n  water  and cool  my tongue; f o r  I am i n  
anguish i n  t h i s  flame" (Luke P6:24). I n  the Book 
of Reve la t ion  h e l l  i s  p i c t u r e d  a s  a  "Bake of f i r e  
and su lphur  where. . . . they  w i l l  be  tormented day 
and n i g h t  f o r e v e r  and ever" (Rev. 20:10).  I n  t h e  
l a s t  v e r s e  of h i s  book of prophecy, I s a i a h  s ays  of 
t h e  damned " t h e i r  worm s h a l l  n o t  d i e ,  t h e i r  fire 
s h a l l  n o t  be  quenched, and they  s h a l l  be an abhor- 
ance t o  a l l  f l e s h "  ( I s .  66:24b).  The ange l  of Rev- 
e l a t i o n  s ays  " the  smoke of t h e i r  torments  goes  up 
f o r  eve r  and eve r ;  and they have no rest,  day o r  

n igh t f '  (Rev. 1 4 : l l a ) .  Matthew Hafen re f f e r ,  a  dog- 
ma t i c i an  of t h e  pe r iod  of Lutheran orthodoxy, wrote  

The f u t u r e  torments  of t h e  damned f a r  su rpas s  
a l l  t h e  p e n e t r a t i o n  of t h e  human mind, so  t h a t  
we a r e  no t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  eve r  comprehend i n  
thought t h e i r  g r e a t n e s s ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  what they  
w i l l  be,  o r  of what n a t u r e  cannot  a t  a l l  be  
expressed i n  words. 40 

Chapter 9 

THE WILL AND PROVIDENCE OF GOD 
WHEN CHRISTIANS SUFFER 

Lutheran w r i t e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  world 
a s  "a v a l e  of t e a r s e l ' l  Th i s  i s  a way of say ing  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  much s u f f e r i n g  i n  t h e  world.  Chris-  
t i a n s  a r e  included among those  who s u f f e r  i n  t h i s  
p r e sen t  l i f e .  They a r e  no t  immune t o  s u f f e r i n g ,  
simply because they a r e  i n  union wi th  J e s u s  C h r i s t  
by f a i t h e 2  L e s l i e  Brandt says ,  "As long  g s  w e  in- 
h a b i t  t h i s  g lobe  and t h i s  mor t a l  s h e l l ,  we s h a l l  
endure s u f f e r i n g  of one k ind  o r  ano ther  ."3 

S u f f e r i n g  i s  a  p a r t  of human l i f e .  Mildred 
Tengbom w r i t e s  t h a t  "It i s  t h e  n a t u r e  of man t o  
s u f f e r  Long ago t h e  p a t r i a r c h  Job  s a i d ,  "man 
is  born t o  t r o u b l e  a s  t h e  spa rks  f l y  upward" (Job 
5:7) ,  and, "Man t h a t  is born of a  woman i s  of few 
days,  and f u l l  of t r oub l e "  (Job 1 4 ~ 1 ) .  Alvin N. 
Rogness goes so  f a r  a s  t o  say ,  "We a r e  no t  f u l l y  
human u n t i l  we have known s u f f e r i n g .  . . A s  
members of t h e  human fami ly ,  we a r e  n o t  t o  be 
spared p a i n e H 5  Tengbom s t a t e s  t h a t  "pain and 
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n igh t f '  (Rev. 1 4 : l l a ) .  Matthew Hafen re f f e r ,  a  dog- 
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The f u t u r e  torments  of t h e  damned f a r  su rpas s  
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Chapter 9 

THE WILL AND PROVIDENCE OF GOD 
WHEN CHRISTIANS SUFFER 

Lutheran w r i t e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r  t o  t h i s  world 
a s  "a v a l e  of t e a r s e l ' l  Th i s  i s  a way of say ing  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  much s u f f e r i n g  i n  t h e  world.  Chris-  
t i a n s  a r e  included among those  who s u f f e r  i n  t h i s  
p r e sen t  l i f e .  They a r e  no t  immune t o  s u f f e r i n g ,  
simply because they a r e  i n  union wi th  J e s u s  C h r i s t  
by f a i t h e 2  L e s l i e  Brandt says ,  "As long  g s  w e  in- 
h a b i t  t h i s  g lobe  and t h i s  mor t a l  s h e l l ,  we s h a l l  
endure s u f f e r i n g  of one k ind  o r  ano ther  ."3 

S u f f e r i n g  i s  a  p a r t  of human l i f e .  Mildred 
Tengbom w r i t e s  t h a t  "It i s  t h e  n a t u r e  of man t o  
s u f f e r  Long ago t h e  p a t r i a r c h  Job  s a i d ,  "man 
is  born t o  t r o u b l e  a s  t h e  spa rks  f l y  upward" (Job 
5:7) ,  and, "Man t h a t  is born of a  woman i s  of few 
days,  and f u l l  of t r oub l e "  (Job 1 4 ~ 1 ) .  Alvin N. 
Rogness goes so  f a r  a s  t o  say ,  "We a r e  no t  f u l l y  
human u n t i l  we have known s u f f e r i n g .  . . A s  
members of t h e  human fami ly ,  we a r e  n o t  t o  be 
spared p a i n e H 5  Tengbom s t a t e s  t h a t  "pain and 



s u f f e r i n g  do n o t  come i n  t h e  same form o r  i n  t h e  
same measure t o  a l l  peop le ,  b u t  they  do come t o  
a l l .  "6 

The b a s i c  cause  of s u f f e r i n g ,  a l s o  i n  C h r i s t i a n  
l i v e s ,  i s  s i n .  J .  S h e a t s l y  w r i t e s ,  "The c h i e f  
cause  of s i c k n e s s  and of a l l  o t h e r  a f f l i c t i o n  is  
s i n e u 7  He q u o t e s  Romans 6:23a " t h e  wages of s i n  
is  d e a t h , "  and t h e n  s a y s ,  "not  on ly  d e a t h  i t s e l f ,  
b u t  a l l  o t h e r  e v i l s  a s  p r e c u r s o r s  of d e a t h  have 
t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  o r i g i n  i n  s in . ' ' 8  I n  view of t h e  

r o o t  c a u s e  of s u f f e r i n g ,  Tengbom remarks,  "pa in  i s  
r i g h t  f o r  me. . . . s i n c e  n~y body is  of t h e  d u s t  of 
t h e  e a r t h  and s h a r e s  i n  t h e  d e s t i n y  of t h e  o l d  c r e -  
a t i o n e 1 ' 9  Lau te rbach  s t a t e s  

t h e  Lord h a s  never  promised t h e  p e r f e c t  b l i s s  
of heaven f o r  o u r  e a r t h l y  l i f e .  Our s i n -  
s c a r r c d  b o d i e s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  many i l l s  and 
d i s e a s e s ;  o u r  s i n - i n f e c t e d  h e a r t s  a r e  f i l l e d  
w i t h  e v i l  d e s i r e s ;  our  s i n f u l  minds e n t e r t a i n  
e v i l  thoughts .  From t h e  t ime of b i r t h  our  
b o d i e s  h a r b o r  t h e  germ of d e a t h .  Not u n t i l  
t h e  s i n f u l  f l e s h  i s  shed and t h e  s o u l  is  r e -  
l e a s e d  from a l l  e a r t h l y  bonds s h a l l  we en joy  
a p e r f e c t  and t e a r l e s s  e x i s t e n c e .  T i l l  t h e n  
t h e  ~ o r d ' s  words a  

? PEIY 
:: ' I n  t h e  world y e  s h a l l  

have t r i b u l a t i o n ,  

C a r l  W. Berner  s a y s  

Troub le  is h e r e  becadse  t h i s  i s  a  broken 
wor ld ,  I t  w i l l  s t a y  t h a t  way u n t i l  God p u t s  
the p i e c e s  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n  and b u i l d s  a  new 
one. He promised He would, a long  w i t h  a  new 
heaven. 

Conscious of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s u f f e r i n g  is  a  r e s u l t  
,r s i d e  e f f e c t  of s i n ,  C h r i s t i a n s  f r e q u e n t l y  a s k  
l:hemselves whether God is  pun ish ing  them f o r  some 

s p e c i f  i e ,  s i n  when suf f e r i l ag  comes i r ~  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  
S h e a r s l y  w r i t e s ,  " S U C ~  may be  t h e  c a s e .  Some s i n s  
b e a r  t h e i r  o m  n e c e s s a r y  f r u i t *  But such i s  n o t  
always t h e  c a s e e W l 2  I n  t h e  n i n t h  c h a p t e r  of John 
t h e r e  i s  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  man born b l i n d ,  The d i s -  
c i p l e s  of Jesus asked ,  " ~ a b b i ,  who s i n n e d ,  t h i s  man 
o r  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  t h a t  he was born b l ~ r z d ? "  (John 9:2) 
They thought  t h a t  his b l i n d n e s s  w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of 
some p a r t i c u l a r  s i n  which he  o r  h i s  p a r e n t s  had com- 
m i t t e d ,  J e s u s  t o l d  them t h a t  such was n o t  t h e  c a s e .  
H e  r e p l i e d ,  "It was n o t  t h a t  @ h i s  man s inned ,  o r  
h i s  p a r e n t s ' V J o h n  p : 3 a ) ,  Then he i n d i c a t e d  a n  en- 
t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  man's b l i n d n e s s ,  
saying,  "but t h a t  t h e  works of God might be made 
m a n i f e s t  i n  him" (John 9 :3b) ,  Jesus t h e n  performed 
a m i r a c l e .  The b l i n d  man r e c e i v e d  h i s  s i g h t .  God 
was g l o r i f i e d  t he r eby ,  Jesus i n d i c a t e d  much t h e  
same r e a s o n  f o r  s i c k n e s s  and temporary d e a t h  of H i s  
f r i e n d  Lazarus .  While l a z a r u s  was s t i l l  a l i v e ,  and 
b e f o r e  H e  journeyed t o  Bethany and r a i s e d  him from 
t h e  dead,  J e s u s  s a i d ,  " T h i s  i l l n e s s  i s  n o t  u n t o  
d e a t h ,  b u t  i t  i s  f o r  t h e  g l o r y  of God, s o  t h a t  t h e  
Son of God may be g l o r i f i e d  by means of it" (John 
1 : )  A p p r o p r i a t e l y  S h e a t s l y  s t a k e s  t h a t  

when we become s i c k  o r  some o t h e r  evil .  b e f a l l s  
u s ,  we  a r e  no t  t o  t h i n k  that God i s  pun ish ing  
u s  f o r  some p a r t i c u l a r  sin. There a r e  many 
o t h e r  reasons why H e  lays crosses upon u s .  . . 
we shou ld  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  God i s  angry w i t h  u s ,  
bu t  r a t h e r  t h a t  i n  l ove  H e  i s  s e e k i n g  t o  draw 
u s  n e a r e r  t o  Himself ,  13 

Lauterbach s t a t e s  t h a t  "Even i f  you have some 
n a t u r a l  and l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n "  f o r  t h e  c a u s e  of 
a n  a c c i d e n t  " the  f a c t  remains  t h a t  f o r t u n e  and m i s -  
f o r t u n e  are n o t  the r e s u l t  of b l i n d  chance,  b u t  t h a t  
they  come t o  us by t h e  w i l l  and consent of Almighty 
~ o d . " ~ ~  Jesus i s  v e r y  e x p l i c i t  abou t  God9 s p r o v i d e n t  



s u f f e r i n g  do n o t  come i n  t h e  same form o r  i n  t h e  
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governance i n  t h e  d e t a i l s  of human l i v e s .  He s ays  

Are no t  two sparrows s o l d  f o r  a  penny? And 
n o t  one of them w i l l  f a l l  t o  t h e  ground 
wi thout  your F a t h e r ' s  w i l l .  But even t h e  
h a i r s  of your head a r e  a l l  numbered. Fear  
n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ;  you a r e  of more va lue  than  
many sparrows (Matt*  10:29-31). 

Shea t s ly  a sks ,  " I f .  . . . a  wor th l e s s  sparrow o r  a 
h a i r  of t h e  head does no t  f a l l  t o  t h e  ground except  
by t h e  w i l l  of God9 how could a  C h r i s t i a n  be c a s t  
upon t h e  bed of s i c k n e s s  wi thout  t h e  heavenly 
Fa ther  ' s knowledge and w i l l ? "  15 Brandt d e c l a r e s ,  
" t h e r e  i s  des ign  and purpose.  . . . i n  our  s u f f e r -  
ing." l6  I n  a  p rayer  f o r  t h e  communion of t h e  s i c k ,  
Lutheran p a s t o r s  speak t o  God on behalf  of t h e  s i c k  
person i n  t h e s e  words 

Cause him (he r )  a l s o  t o  recognize  i n  t h i s  
p r e sen t  v i s i t a t i o n  Thy f a t h e r l y  hand t h a t  he  
( she)  may bear  h i s  ( he r )  c r o s s  i n  c h e e r f u l  
submission t o  Thy holy w i l l ;  and do Thou d e a l  
wi th  him (he r )  accord ing  t o  Thine i n f i n i t e  
mercy a s  Thou a lone  knowest b e s t .  

C h r i s t i a n s  f r e q u e n t l y  s u f f e r  simply because of 
t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ,  Walter  A. Maier t o l d  h i s  
Lutheran Hour r a d i o  audience 

t h e  r u l e  of t h e  Kingdom is ,  'From c r o s s  t o  
crown.' and sometimes i t  seems t h a t  t hose  who 
have pledged themselves t o  C h r i s t  s u f f e r  an 
overwhelming s h a r e  of l i f e ' s  sorrows, f u l f i l l -  
i ng  t h e  prophesy of S t .  Pau l ,  'We must through 
much t r i b u l a t i o n  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  kingdom of God. ' l8 

Lenski  w r i t e s  t h a t ,  "The t ho rns  p r i c k  u s  a s  we climb 
upward t o  t h a t  kingdom, bu t  t h e  r o s e s  awai t  u s  t h e r e .  
Here t h e  c r o s s ,  yonder t h e  crown."19 

C h r i s t i a n s  s u f f e r  a t  t h e  hand of t h e  u n c h r i s t i a n  
world.  J e s u s  t a l k e d  about  t h i s .  He made i t  p l a i n  
t h a t  H i s  f o l l ower s  could expec t  t o  exper ience  per- 
s ecu t i on .  He s a i d ,  " they  w i l l  l a y  t h e i r  hands on 
you and pe r secu t e  you, d e l i v e r i n g  you up t o  t h e  
synagogues and p r i s o n s ,  and you w i l l  be brought 
b e f o r e  k ings  and governors  f o r  my name's sake" 
(Luke 21:12-13). Caemmerer s ays ,  "The Savior  prom- 
i s e d  a  s p e c i a l  type  of s u f f e r i n g .  .which would 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e v e a l  t h e  C h r i s t i a n ' s  f a i t h  i n  God 
through C h r i s t .  Th i s  i s  p e r s e c u t i o n .  "20 Lensk i  
w r i t e s ,  "all t h i s  would s t r i k e  them because of one 
t h i n g  on ly ,  because of ~ i m . " Z l  

The h i s t o r y  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  church h a s  been a  
s t o r y  of p e r s e c u t i o n  and martyrdom from t h e  e a r l i -  
e s t  days u n t i l  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  and w i l l  s o  cont inue .  
I n  modern t imes  m i l l i o n s  of C h r i s t i a n s  have s u f f e r e d  
much a t  t h e  hand of god l e s s  a t h e i s t i c  communists i n  
l a n d s  behind t h e  I r o n  Cur t a in .  Many Lutherans  have 
been included i n  t h e  pe r secu t ions  of t h i s  c en tu ry .  
When t h e  communists took over  Russ ia ,  t h e r e  were 
over  one and a  h a l f  m i l l i o n  Lutherans  i n  t h a t  coun- 
t r y ,  A f t e r  I929 a p o l i c y  of p e r s e c u t i o n  was i n s t i -  
t u t e d ,  The Lutheran seminary was c lo sed  i n  1931. 
Most of t h e  p a s t o r s  were imprisoned o r  e x i l e d .  One 
l a r g e  group of Lutherans  on t h e  Volga escaped t o  
Manchuria. They were a ided  by t h e  Lutheran World 
Federa t ion  t o  r e l o c a t e  i n  B r a z i l .  By 1935 t h e  once 
f l o u r i s h i n g  Russian Lutheran Church had been d i s -  
persed and l a r g e l y  des t royed .  22 The Lutheran exper- 
i ence  i n  t h e  B a l t i c  l a n d s  of L a t v i a ,  L i t huan i a ,  and 
Es ton i a  was muck t h e  same* I n  Es ton i a ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
t h e  s t a t e  deposed t h e  bishop i n  1939. Re l ig ious  
i n s t r u c t i o n  was forb idden ,  a s  were r e l i g i o u s  broad- 
c a s t s  and p u b l i c a t i o n s .  The seminary a t  Ta r tu  was 
c l o s e d *  Re l ig ious  books were c o n f i s c a t e d .  Church 
p rope r ty  was n a t i o n a l i z e d .  E igh ty  thousand Lutherans  
f l e d  t h e  count ry .  Half of c l e r  y  s c a t t e r e d  t o  Sweden, 
Canada, Germany, and A u s t r a l i a *  $3 
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Not only have C h r i s t i a n s  s u f f e r e d  by t rea tment  
rece ived  from those  o u t s i d e  t h e  church, bu t  much 
of t h e  s t o r y  of pe r secu t ion  and martyrdom h a s  t o  
do wi th  what C h r i s t i a n s  have done t o  o t h e r  Chris-  
t i a n s  i n  t h e  name of C h r i s t ,  The words of J e s u s  
i n  John 16:2b " the  hour i s  coming when whoever 
k i l l s  you w i l l  t h i n k  he  i s  o f f e r i n g  s e r v i c e  t o  
God" were l i t e r a l l y  f u l f i l l e d  when men l i k e  Girolamo 
Savonarola of I t a l y  and John Hus of Bohemia were 
burned a t  t h e  s t a k e  f o r  t h e i r  proclamations based 
on t h e  Word of ~ o d .  24  When Luther  was summoned 
be fo re  t h e  D ie t  of Worms and ordered t o  r e c a n t  
h i s  Bible-based t each ings ,  he  dec l a r ed ,  " ~ n l e s s  
I am convinced by t h e  t e s t imon ie s  of t h e  Holy 
S c r i p t u r e s .  . . .I am n e i t h e r  a b l e  nor  w i l l i n g  t o  
recant."Zfi The un i t ed  powers of church and s t a t e  
were bent  on h i s  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  Luther  was dec l a r ed  
an out law.  The o rde r  was g iven  t h a t ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  
he should be s e i zed  and d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  au tho r i -  
t i e s  f o r  e r s e c u t i o n ,  He could l e g a l l y  be k i l l e d  
on s i g h t .  $6 

Among t h e  e a r l y  Lutheran s e t t l e r s  of t h e  Southern 
s t a t e s  of our  country a r e  t h e  Salzburg immigrants of 
Georgia ,  The i r  pe r secu t ion  exper iences  a r e  a  sad 
chap t e r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  church. The Roman 
Ca tho l i c  bishop of Salzburg i n  A u s t r i a  had t r i e d  
i n  v a i n  t o  ex te rmina te  t h e  Lutheran Church i n  h i s  
d iocese ,  I n  f r u s t r a t i o n  he r e s o r t e d  t o  i n t r i g u e .  
Claiming t o  be t o l e r a n t  he  asked everyone t o  pu t  
t h e i r  con fe s s iona l  p r e f e r ences  on r eco rd .  I n  t h i s  
way he  "discovered" t h i r t y  thousand Lutherans .  On 
October 31, 1731, he  i s sued  a  decree  of emigra t ion .  
A l l  t hose  r e f u s i n g  t o  become C a t h o l i c s  were ordered  
t o  emigrate  and l eave  behind t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  who 
were no t  of age,  Torn from t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t h e  
Salzburg Lutherans  wandered through t h e  c i t i e s  and 
v i l l a g e s  of Germany, A s  they made t h e i r  way they 
sang : 

An e x i l e  poor,  and no th ing  more 
Th i s  i s  my s o l e  profess ion;  

Banished from home, of God's pure  Word 
To make a c l e a r  confess ion .  

0 J e s u s  mine, 1 know f u l l  w e l l  
Th i s  i s  t h e  way Thou wentes t  

Thy s t e p s  we8%1 fo l low,  d e a r e s t  Lord, 
And bear  what Thou h a s  s e n t  u s .  

So f o r t h  I go from my dea r  home, 
O Lord, t h e  t e a r s  a r e  s t a r t i n g ;  

A s  through s t r a n g e  s t r e e t s  I p r e s s  my way 
I t h i n k  of t h e  sad  p a r t i n g .  

A count ry ,  Lord, I a s k  of Thee, 
Where I Thy Word may c h e r i s h ,  

Where, day and n i g h t ,  w i t h i n  my h e a r t  
The f r u i t s  of f a i t h  may f l o u r i s h .  

Eventua l ly  some of t h e s e  persecu ted  Lutherans  came 
t o  t h e  s t a t e  of Georgia,  where they  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  
colony a t  Ebenezer . 27  

Glor i a  Jahoda, i n  h e r  h i s t o r y  of t h e  s t a t e  of 
F l o r i d a ,  t e l l s  how Pedro Menendez de Av i l e s ,  t h e  
Spanish Ca tho l i c  founder of t h e  c i t y  of S t ,  Augus- 
t i n e ,  l e d  h i s  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  massacre of a colony 
of French Lutherans  a t  F o r t  Ca ro l i ne .  She quotes  
Menendez a s  say ing  t h a t  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  were s l a i n  
"Not a s  Frenchmen bu t  a s  ~ u t h e r a n s !  "28 

God no t  on ly  pe rmi t s  e v i l  men w i t h i n  and out-  
s i d e  t h e  church t o  plague H i s  people ,  bu t  i n  H i s  
w i l l  and providence H e  a l l ows  Sa t an  t o  a f f l i c t  H i s  
people .  Sa tan  p l a y s  a  d e f i n i t e  r o l e  i n  t h e  s u f f e r -  
i ng  of C h r i s t i a n s .  I n  h i s  Large Catechism, Luther  
w r i t e s  

s i n c e  t h e  d e v i l  is. . . . a  murderer,  he  con- 
s t a n t l y  seeks  our  l i f e ,  and wreaks h i s  anger  
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whenever he  can a f f l i c t  our  bodies  wi th  m i s -  
f o r t u n e  and harm. Hence i t  comes t h a t  h e  
o f t e n  breaks  men's necks o r  d r i v e s  them t o  
i n s a n i t y ,  drowns some, and i n c i t e s  many t o  
commit s u i c i d e ,  and t o  many o t h e r  t e r r i b l e  
c a l a m i t i e s .  Therefore  t h e r e  i s  no th ing  f o r  
u s  t o  do upon e a r t h  bu t  t o  pray a g a i n s t  t h i s  
arch-enemy without  ceas ing .  For u n l e s s  God 
preserved  us ,  we would no t  be  s a f e  from him, 
even f o r  an hour -29 

We must never  underes t imate  t h e  power of Sa tan  and 
h i s  r o l e  i n  C h r i s t i a n  s u f f e r i n g ,  Sn t h e  Book of 
Reve la t ion  J e s u s  s a i d ,  " '~ehokd t h e  d e v i l  i s  about  
t o  throw some of you i n t o  p r i s o n ,  t h a t  you may be 
t e s t e d ,  and f o r  t e n  days you w i l l  have t r i b u l a t i o n "  
(Rev. 2: lO),  Berner w r i t e s  

Sa tan ,  . *can  c o n t r o l  t h e  weather ,  our  
h e a l t h ,  t h e  l i v e s  of our  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  
thoughts  of our  f r i e n d s .  Sometimes we 
murmur a g a i n s t  God f o r  mis for tunes  and d i s -  
a s t e r s  f o r  which Sa tan  i s  t o  blame, So 
powerful and i n t e l l i g e n t  i s  t h i s  o ld  e v i l  
f o e  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  pe rve r s ion  of H i s  p r i s t i n e  
p e r f e c t i o n ,  he  cha l l enges  even God's b e s t  
e f f o r t s . 3 0  

Tengbom says ,  " S c r i p t u r e  openly d e c l a r e s  t h a t  
Sa tan  and demonic. powers d e a l  i n  p a i n ,  Demons can 
s t i r  up s torms of f e a r ,  a n x i e t y ,  resentment ,  o r  d i s -  
n a i r  t h a t  may b r i n g  u l c e r s ,  h e a r t  a t t a c k s ,  headaches,  
2nd a myriad of phys i ca l  t roubles . "31  J e s u s  t r a c e d  
i l l n e s s  t o  t h e  power s f  Sa t an ,  When t h e  r u l e r  of a 
Gynagogue f a u l t e d  H i m  f o r  h e a l i n g  a  c r i p p l e d  woman 
,n t h e  Sabbath,  J e s u s  asked ,  "Ought no t  t h i s  woman, 
i daughter  of Abraham whom Satan  bound f o r  e igh t een  
. ea rs ,  be loosed from t h i s  bond on t h e  sabba th  day?" 
'Luke 13:lCi). Pau l  had a  " thorn .  . . . i n  t h e  f l e s h "  
h i c h  he  regarded t o  be "a  messenger of Sa tan ,  t o  

h a r a s s  me." God used S a t a n ' s  "messages" f o r  P a u l ' s  
b e n e f i t .  Pau l  r e a l i z e d  God's purpose and s a i d  t h a t  
i t  served t o  keep him "from becoming t oo  e l a t e d  by 
t h e  abundance of r e v e l a t i o n s "  which he  r ece ived  
(11 Cor . 12: 7) , 

Why does God a l l ow  H i s  people  t o  s u f f e r ?  Brandt 
s ays  t h a t  s u f f e r i n g  i n  t h e  l i v e s  of C h r i s t i a n s  
"does no t  come by God's i n t e n t  and d i r e c t i o n  bu t  
on ly  by what i s  termed H i s  p e rmi s s ive  wil1."32 
H e  w r i t e s ,  "Though God may n o t  i n t end  s u f f e r i n g ,  
H e  may suppor t  it ."33 Tengborn r e l a t e s  t h e  s u f f e r -  
i ng  of  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  J e s u s  
C h r i s t ,  She s t a t e s  

u s u a l l y  fo l lowing  H i m  w i l l  invo lve  a  c r o s s  
. . . .This  i nvo lves  s u f f e r i n g ,  bu t  t h e  
f a c t  i s  t h a t  God p repa re s  H i s  people  through 
s u f f e r i n g ,  pa in ,  d i sappoin tments ,  se t -backs.  
Only t h u s  can c h a r a c t e r  be produced. Only 
t h u s  do we l e a r n  t o  know God. S t r ange ly  
enough, though, t h i s  way of t h e  c r o s s  and of 
s u f f e r i n g  l e a d s  t o  deep s a t i s f y i n g  joy.  34 

Bente observes  t h a t  "The f a c t  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  
c a l l e d  upon t o  bear  c r o s s e s  does n o t  mean t h a t  
God h a s  become t h e i r  enemy." He s ays ,  "1t means 
t h a t  God h a s  s p e c i a l  u se s  f o r  them, s e e s  i n  them 
s p e c i a l  v a l u e s ,  and t h a t  H e  goes  t o  g r e a t  l e n g t h s  
and t a k e s  unusual  p a i n s  w i th  them t o  p r e s e n t  them 
t o  Himself wi thout  blemish o r  s p o t  ."35 Tengbom 
w r i t e s  t h a t  " t he  c r o s s  of J e s u s  demonstrated how 
God use s  pa in ,  l o s s ,  e v i l  and dea th  t o  b r i n g  about  
good. . . .God t a k e s  a f f l i c t i o n s  t h a t  come i n t o  our  
l i v e s  and t u r n s  them i n t o  r o u t e s  of bless ing."36 

Thus t hose  who love  God, and a r e  loved by H i m ,  
a r e  no t  kep t  immune from s u f f e r i n g .  Shea t s ly  
says , ,  " ~ o d  does n o t  s p a r e  even t hose  whom H e  l o v e s  
most ."37 When Lazarus  w a s  s i c k  unto dea th  h i s  
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s i s t e r s ,  Mary and Martha, s e n t  word t o  J e s u s ,  
" ~ o r d ,  he  whom you love  is  ill" (John 11: 3)  . A s  

God pe rmi t s ,  and even sends,  a v a r i e t y  of exper i -  
ences  i n t o  C h r i s t i a n  l i v e s ,  He d e a l s  wi th  them i n  
love .  I n  a  sermon, S ieck  s a i d  

H i s  sheep know what they  may expec t  of t h e i r  
Good Shepherd--nothing bu t  love ,  g race ,  mercy, 
k indness .  . . . A t  t imes  He permi t s  t r i a l s  and 
a f f l i c t i o n s  t o  h a r a s s  H i s  d ea r  c h i l d r e n ,  bu t  
they  know i t  i s  f o r  t h e i r  own e t e r n a l  good, 
t h a t  wi th  t h e  unbe l iev ing  world they  should 
no t  be c0ndemned.3~ 

Even when God becomes angry w i th  t hose  who a r e  
H i s ,  H i s  under ly ing  emotion i s  love .  Through 
I s a i a h ,  God s a i d  t o  H i s  people  

For a  b r i e f  moment I forsook  you, bu t  w i th  
g r e a t  compassion I w i l l  g a t h e r  you. I n  over- 
f lowing wrath f o r  a  moment I h i d  my f a c e  from 
you, bu t  w i th  e v e r l a s t i n g  l ove  I w i l l  have 
compassion on you ( I s .  54:7, 8),  

Lauterbach s t a t e s  

God's c h i l d r e n ,  . . .have been r econc i l ed  
un to  God through our  Lord and Savior  J e s u s  
C h r i s t ,  God has  no th ing  a g a i n s t  them, bu t  
l o v e s  them d e a r l y .  When h e  pe rmi t s  misfor-  
tune  t o  s t r i k e  them, i t  i s  no t  a  s i g n  of 
wrath,  bu t  of l ove  and mercy. 39 

Brandt makes t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  ''between s u f f e r i n g  
t h a t  comes our  way and our  g r e a t  and l ov ing  God is 
!:he promise t h a t  no th ing  w i l l  touch u s  save  i t  
First p i e r c e  t h e  c i r c l e  of H i s  t ende r  love."40 

To t h e  Romans, t h e  Apos t le  Pau l  wrote  t h e  a s su r -  
ng words, "We know t h a t  i n  a l l  t h i n g s  God works 
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f o r  good w i th  t hose  who love  H i m ,  who a r e  c a l l e d  
according t o  H i s  purpose'' (Rom, 8: 28)  . I n  t h e  New 
American Standard v e r s i o n  t h i s  v e r s e  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  
"God causes  a l l  t h i n g s  t o  work t o g e t h e r  f o r  good -- 
t o  those  who love  God, t o  t hose  who a r e  c a l l e d  
according t o  h i s  purpose." Preaching on t h i s  t e x t ,  
J. H. Wi t t e  t o l d  h i s  congrega t ion  t h a t  " a l l  th ings"  
is  a  very  comprehensive s ta tement ,  made wi thout  any 
except ion ,  H e  f u r t h e r  e l abo ra t ed  

' a l l  t h i n g s '  whether t o  u s  they seem t o  be 
good, bad, o r  i n d i f f e r e n t .  . . .Some t h i n g s  
we cons ide r  t o  be always of b e n e f i t  t o  u s  

.Other t h i n g s  w e  commonly c a l l  m i s -  
f o r t u n e s .  .Then t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  many 
t h i n g s  which, we o r d i n a r i l y  imagine, have 
p r a c t i c a l l y  no i n f l u e n c e  on our  we l f a r e .  41 

Lenski  mentions t h a t  " a l l  th ings"  i nc ludes  "every 
kind of p a i n f u l  exper ience  i n  C h r i s t i a n  l i v e s ,  
a l l  t hose  t h a t  p r e s s  groans from our  l i p s  and make 
u s  groan inwardly i n  unu t t e r ed  and u n u t t e r a b l e  
d i ~ t r e s s . " 4 ~  I n  a r a d i o  sermon Maier exp re s se s  
i t  t h i s  way, " A l l  e v e n t u a l i t i e s  i n  a  C h r i s t i a n ' s  
l i f e  a r e  p a r t  of a  harmonious whole i n  which every 
occurrence,  n s  ma t t e r  how hard  and b i t t e r  and 
hear t -break ing ,  l e a d s  up t o  t h e  sublime climax of 
our  s a l v a t i o n .  "43 He a l s o  s ays  

t h e  f i r e s  of a f f l i c t i o n  and t h e  i n c i s i o n s  
of mis for tune  o f t e n  a r e  bu t  d i sgu i sed  
b l e s s i n g s ,  which c l e a r  t h e  way f o r  b e t t e r  
and happ ie r  t h i n g s ;  s o  i n  your regenera ted  
l i f e  every th ing  works t o g e t h e r ,  coopera tes  
f o r  g r e a t e r  good and more bounteous b l e s s -  
i ngs .  44 

Lenski  w r i t e s  t h a t  "work toge ther"  means "work hand 
i n  hand, one t h i n g  working i n  mu tua l i t y  wi th  t h e  
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r e s t  t o  b r i n g  about good f o r  God's l ove r s . "  He 

says  t h a t  

when we look a t  t h e  f i n a l  b e n e f i c i a l  out-  
come f o r  ou r se lve s ,  the s t r a n g e s t ,  o f t e n  
t h e  most c o n t r a d i c t i n g  occur rences  seem t o  
have cooperated t o  produce t h i s  unan t i c i -  
pa ted  r e s u l t .  Of course ,  God's hand was 
behind t h e  coopera t ion ;  t h e  good r e s u l t  i s  
due t o  H i m ,  45 

meaning i s  t h e  most a t r o c i o u s  and d e s t r u c t i v e  
type of s u f f e r i n g  one can exper ience .  "51 

We cannot  always determine whom God i s  t r y i n g  
t o  reach  when He pe rmi t s  a  C h r i s t i a n  t o  s u f f e r .  
H i s  primary concern may be  w i th  t h e  one who s u f f e r s ,  
o r  t h e  a f f l i c t e d  one may be an ins t rument  through 
whom God works i n  t h e  l i f e  of ano the r  person,  o r  i n  
t h e  l i v e s  of many o t h e r s .  The s u f f e r i n g s  of C h r i s t  
were on behalf  of o t h e r s .  Bente s ays  of t h e  Chris-  
t i a n  s u f f e r e r  t h a t  "Perhaps o t h e r s  a r e  t o  draw corn- 
f o r t  and i n s p i r a t i o n  from h i s  exper iences  a s  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  world h a s  f o r  thousands of y e a r s  drawn 
from t h e  expe r i ences  of Job ,  David, and ~ a u l . " 5 2  

Shea t s ly  b r i e f l y  comments, "6od never  i n f l i c t s  
e v i l  of any kind wi thout  i n t end ing  thereby  t o  
ef f e e t  some good ."46 

While C h r i s t i a n s  r e a l i z e  and b e l i e v e  t h a t  " a l l  
t h i n g s  worlc t oge the r  f o r  good" i n  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  
they ,  i n  t h e  midst  of a f f l i c t i o n  f r e q u e n t l y  a sk  
f o r  more s p e c i f i c  answers.  Pe r sona l l y  and i nd i -  
v i d u a l l y  they a sk  s ea r ch ing  ques t i ons .  "why me 
~ o r d ? "  "How does i t  happen t h a t  1: have been 
s ing l ed  ou t  a s  t h e  v i c t i m  of t h e s e  m u l t i p l i e d  
a f f l i c t i o n s ?  'What i s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t r o u b l e  a11  
about?"  "What i s  Cod t r y i n g  t o  s a y  t o  me?" Maier 
reminds us  t h a t  "Wen C h r i s t ,  when n a i l e d  t o  t h e  
c r o s s ,  asked i n  H i s  human l i m i t a t i o n s ,  'why ' ?"47  
Our S a v i o r ' s  words were, "My God, my God, why h a s t  
thou forsaken  me?" (Matt ,  2 7 : 4 6 b ) ,  Brandt com- 
ments t h a t  "some people  g e t  no f u r t h e r  t han  t h e  
e x c r u t i a t i n g  query and l i v e  t h e  r e s t  of t h e i r  l i v e s  
under t h e  shadow of t h a t  tw i s t ed  ques t i on  mark. 
They make f o r  themselves  a v e r i t a b l e  h e l l  on 
~ a r t h . " ~ ~  I n  r ega rd  t o  t h e  ques t i on  "Why d i d  t h i s  
happen t o  me?" he  a l s o  s ays ,  "'lt r e a l l y  i s n ' t  s o  
important  t h a t  we f i n d  t h e  answer t o  t h a t  ques- 

" 4 9  However, he  f e e l s  t h a t  "We must f i n d  
meaning i n  our  s u f f e r i n g  i f  i t  i s  going t o  be kep t  
from des t roy ing  u s  ."50 He e x p l a i n s  t h a t  "Suf fe r ing  
t h a t  h a s  meaning i s  endurab le ,  no ma t t e r  how sharp  
t h e  pa in  o r  how deep t h e  h u r t ,  S u f f e r i n g  wi thout  

- 30 - 

God h a s  v a r i e d  purpose i n  t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  of 
C h r i s t i a n s ,  

He may use  s u f f e r i n g  t o  c o r r e c t  C h r i s t i a n s  when 
they s i n .  Lauterbach s ays ,  "The mi s fo r tunes  and 
c a l a m i t i e s  which God pe rmi t s  t o  come upon u s  may 
be. . . . co r r ec t i ons . "53  i n  a medi t a t i on  prepared  
f o r  a  C h r i s t i a n  youth who was i n j u r e d  i n  an acc i -  
den t  whi le  seek ing  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  p l e a s u r e s ,  he  
wrote  

You have w i l l f u l l y  and d e l i b e r a t e l y  d i s r e -  
garded a l l  well-meant warnings.  And now 
you a r e  reap ing  a s  you sowed. Misery and 
pa in  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  of your d i sobedience .  
But even now God h a s  been g rac ious  and mer- 
c i f u l  t o  you. He might e a s i l y  have permit-  
t e d  you t o  p e r i s h  i n  t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  a s  h a s  
happened t o  s o  many o t h e r s  under s i m i l a r  
c i rcumstances .  I n s t e a d  He h a s  g iven  you 
time and oppor tun i t y  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n  and re-  
pen tance*  S ince  you would n o t  l i s t e n  t o  
H i s  Word o r  heed H i s  warnings God h a s  i n t e r -  
vened i n  a  manner t h a t  you cannot  i gno re ,  



r e s t  t o  b r i n g  about good f o r  God's l ove r s . "  He 
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and i s  speaking t o  you i n  language you 
cannot  f a i l  t o  unders tand .  54 

Then hav ing  spoken of t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  a c c i d e n t  
i n  t h i s  l i g h t ,  h e  f u r t h e r  s a y s  

Come t h e n ,  d e a r  f r i e n d ,  t o  your Lord and 
S a v i o r ,  and p e n i t e n t l y  c o n f e s s  your t r a n s -  
g r e s s i o n s ,  and w i t h  a  c o n t r i t e  h e a r t  a s k  
H i s  pardon and f o r g i v e n e s s .  He i s  your  
f r i e n d  and l o v e s  you. He l o v e s  you s o  
d e a r l y  t h a t  He shed H i s  l i f e b l o o d  f o r  you. 
He w i l l  a c c e p t  you and f o r g i v e  you.55 

The B i b l e  speaks  i n  numerous p l a c e s  of s u f f e r i n g  
be ing  used by God f o r  c o r r e c t i o n  when H i s  peop le  
s i n .  When H i s  chosen peop le  s i n n e d  by complaining 
and murmuring a g a i n s t  H i m  and Moses i n  t h e  w i l d e r -  
n e s s ,  God s e n t  f i e r y  dead ly  s e r p e n t s  i n t o  t h e  
camp. T h i s  a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of God brought  f o r t h  
a  c o n f e s s i o n  from them, They s a i d  t o  Moses, "We 
have s i n n e d ,  f o r  we have spoken a g a i n s t  t h e  Lord 
and a g a i n s t  you" (Num. 21 :7) .  The P s a l m i s t  t o l d  
God " ~ e f o r e  I was a f f l i c t e d  I went a s t r a y ;  b u t  
now I keep t h y  word" (Ps .  119:  6 7 ) .  David prayed,  
"For day and n i g h t  thy  hand was heavy upon me; my 
s t r e n g t h  was d r i e d  up a s  by t h e  h e a t  of summer. 
1 acknowledged my s i n  t o  t h e e ,  and 1 d i d  n o t  h i d e  
my i n i q u i t y v '  (Ps ,  3 2 ~ 4 ,  5)- 

The a u t h o r  of Hebrews p u t s  t h e  thought  of c o r r e c -  
t i v e  a f f l i c t i o n  i n t o  t h e  framework of t h e  f a t h e r -  
c h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and s a y s  

My son do n o t  r e g a r d  l i g h t l y  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  
of t h e  Lord,  n o r  l o s e  courage when you a r e  
punished by him, FOX t h e  Lord d i s c i p l i n e s  
him whom h e  l o v e s ,  and c h a s t i s e s  every  son 

a s  s o n s ;  f o r  what son i s  h e  whom his 
f a t h e r  does  n o t  d i s c i p l i n e ?  i f  you a r e  
l e f t  w i t h o u t  d i s c i p l i n e ,  . * t h e n  you 
a r e  i l l e g i t i m a t e  c h i l d r e n  and n o t  sons .  
Bes ides  t h i s  we have had e a r t h l y  f a t h e r s  
t o  d i s c i p l i n e  u s  and we r e s p e c t e d  them. 
S h a l l  we n o t  much more be s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
F a t h e r  s f  s p i r i t s  and l i v e ?  For  they  
d i s c i p l i n e d  u s  f o r  a  s h o r t  t ime  a t  t h e i r  
p l e a s u r e ,  b u t  h e  d i s c i p l i n e s  u s  f o r  our  
good, t h a t  w e  may s h a r e  h i s  h o l i n e s s .  
For t h e  moment a l l  d i s c i p l i n e  seems pain-  
f u l  r a t h e r  t h a n  p l e a s a n t ;  l a t e r  i t  y i e l d s  
t h e  p e a c e f u l  f r u i t  of  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  t o  
t h o s e  who have been t r a i n e d  by i t  (Heb. 
12  E 5-11? 

L. Buchheimer s a i d  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e s e  v e r s e s  

when a  p e r s o n  becomes a  C h r i s t i a n ,  h e  h a s  
r e a s o n s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a c  h i s  a f f l i c t i o n s  
a r e  o n l y  c o r r e c t i o n s ,  . . .God does  n o t  
pun ish  H i s  Chr is t ians--He h a s  punished H i s  
Son ins tead--but  He c o r r e c t s  them, d i s c i -  
p l i n e s  them, c h a s t e n s  them. 56 

Will iam Grauman a s k s  "what i s  meant by t h e  chas- 
t e n i n g  of t h e  Lord?"57 He answers ,  " A l l  a f f l i c -  
t i o n s  and s u f f e r i n g s  which God p e r m i t s  t o  come 
upon C h r i s t i a n s  f o r  the purpose  of c o r r e c t i n g  t h e i r  
m i s t a k e s  and c u r b i n g  t h e i r  p a s s i o n s .  "58 According 
t o  Buchheimer, "Al l .  t h e  t r i a l s  of God's c h i l d r e n  
a r e  p a t e r n a l ,  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n s  of H i s  love."59 
Grauman a g r e e s  s a y i n g ,  The c h a s t i s e m e n t s  which 
God sends  a r e .  . e v i d e n c e s  n o t  of H i s  anger  
b u t  af  H i s  l o v e ,  God does  n o t  want u s  t o  f e e l  
t h a t  H e  i s  condemning u s ,  b u t  t h a t  H e  i s  l o v i n g l y  
c o r r e c t i n g  u s  ."60 Berner  s a y s ,  "The t r e a s u r e d  
ones  a r e  c h a s t e n e d ,  1161 
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God sends  a r e .  . e v i d e n c e s  n o t  of H i s  anger  
b u t  af  H i s  l o v e ,  God does  n o t  want u s  t o  f e e l  
t h a t  H e  i s  condemning u s ,  b u t  t h a t  H e  i s  l o v i n g l y  
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ones  a r e  c h a s t e n e d ,  1161 



Other S c r i p t u r e s  which i n d i c a t e  t h a t  God uses  
s u f f e r i n g  t o  r e c a l l  and draw C h r i s t i a n s  c l o s e  t o  
Himself inc lude  Deuteronomy 4:30, 31; and Hosea 

The au thor  of t h e  Book of Proverbs and t h e  prophet  
I s a i a h  speak of God us ing  s u f f e r i n g  t o  p u r i f y  H i s  
own. They employ t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h e  smel t ing  
process  used i n  r e f i n i n g  prec ious  meta l s .  I n  Prov- 

e r b s  17:3 we read ,  "The c r u c i a b l e  i s  f o r  s i l v e r ,  
and t h e  furnace  i s  f o r  gold,  and t h e  Lord t r i e s  
h e a r t s . "  Through t h e  prophet  I s a i a h ,  God says  i t  
t h i s  way, " ~ e h o l d  I have r e f i n e d  you, bu t  no t  l i k e  
s i l v e r ;  I have t r i e d  you i n  t h e  furnace  of a f f l i c -  
t ion"  ( I s .  48:lO). Maier asked h i s  r a d i o  audience,  
"Have you ever  peered i n t o  t h e  r o a r  of a smel te r  
and seen the  whi te  heat f u s e  p i e c e s  of i r o n  i n t o  
t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  r e f i n e d  meta l?  "62 He f u r t h e r  

a sks ,  "May we not  regard  t h i s  a s  a  crude symbol of 
t h e  miraculous process  by which God o f t e n  removes 
t h e  s i d e  i s s u e s  of l i f e ,  so t h a t  our s t r e n g t h  and 
i n t e r e s t  a r e  d i r e c t e d  toward s p i r i t u a l  growth?ft63 

God uses  s u f f e r i n g  i n  t h e  l i v e s  of H i s  people t o  
bu i ld  c h a r a c t e r .  Some of t h e  q u a l i t i e s  i nc lude  
pa t i ence ,  endurance, and s t e a d f a s t n e s s .  P e t e r  
w r i t e s ,  " I f  when you do r i g h t  and s u f f e r  f o r  i t  
p a t i e n t l y ,  you have God's approval1' (I P e t e r  2:20b). 
James s ays ,  "you know t h a t  t h e  t e s t i n g  of your f a i t h  
produces s t ead fa s tnes s "  (James 1 ~ 2 ) .  Paul  t o l d  the  

Romans "we r e j o i c e  i n  our s u f f e r i n g s ,  knowing t h a t  
s u f f e r i n g  produces endurance" (Rom. 5 :3) .  

By way of a f f l i c t i o n s  and t r i a l s  God makes Chris- 
t i a n s  aware of t h e i r  dependence on H i m .  J e s u s  in- 
v i t e d  "Come t o  me, a l l  who l abo r  and a r e  heavy l aden  
and I w i l l  g ive  you r e s t "  (Matt. 11:28) .  Maier 
viewed l o s s e s  i n  l i f e  a s  "necessary d i s c i p l i n e ,  
which kept  u s  from p r i d e  of arrogance,  b o a s t f u l  

s e c u r i t y ,  and i d o l a t r o u s  t r u s t  i n  ou r se lves .  "64 
Su f f e r ing  shows t h e  C h r i s t i a n  how despe ra t e ly  h e  
needs J e sus .  

The S c r i p t u r e s  teach  t h a t  God wi th  purpose u se s  
s u f f e r i n g  t o  humble those  who belong t o  H i m .  Moses 
t o l d  I s r a e l  

he  humbled you and l e t  you hunger and f ed  
you wi th  manna, which you d id  no t  know, nor  
d id  your f a t h e r s  know; t h a t  h e  might make 
you know t h a t  man does not l i v e  by bread 
a lone ,  bu t  t h a t  man l i v e s  by every th ing  t h a t  
proceeds ou t  of t h e  mouth of t h e  Lord 
(Deut, 8 : 3 ) .  

Shea t s ly  says ,  "one purpose God h a s  i n  view i n  
sending a f f l i c t i o n s  i s  t o  make u s  h ~ m b l e . ' ~ 6 5  He 
sees fa r - reaching  r e s u l t s  from such humbling by 
God. He says  

e s p e c i a l l y  H e  is s o  l ead ing  us  t h a t  we may 
not  look t o  ou r se lves  f o r  s a l v a t i o n ,  f o r  
fo rg ivenes s  of s i n s  and r igh teousness ,  bu t  
t o  H i s  own mercy and g race  and t o  J e s u s  
C h r i s t  through whose name a lone  we can be 
saved from s i n  and dea th .  66 

Bib le  v e r s e s  which emphasize t h e  humbling func t ion  
of s u f f e r i n g  a r e  Deuteronomy 8:16; I1 Chronic les  
7:12-14; Lamentations 3:17-21; and II Cor in th ians  
12 : 7-10. 

Sometimes God teaches  C h r i s t i a n s  H i s  w i l l  through 
t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g .  Tengbom speaks of pa in  and says  
t h a t  i t  "is o f t e n  a  c o r r e c t i v e  f o r  d i s t o r t e d  v i s i o n .  
Our eyes g e t  ou t  of focus .  Big t h i n g s  grow dim and 
hazy. L i t t l e  t h i n g s  loom up a s  b ig .  "67 God sup- 
p l i e s  needed i n s t r u c t i o n  and guidance through c r o s s e s  
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and a f f l i c t i o n s .  He thereby  h e l p s  t hose  who a r e  
H i s  t o  ga in  o r  r e g a i n  unders tanding and perspec- 
t i v e .  The Psa lmi s t  s a i d  t o  God, It i s  good f o r  
me t h a t  I was a f f l i c t e d ,  t h a t  I might l e a r n  t hy  
s t a t u t e s . "  Th i s  thought i s  supported by I s a i a h  
26:9 and Micah 6:9. 

God employs a f f l i c t i o n  and s u f f e r i n g  t o  test 
C h r i s t i a n s .  He sometimes t e s t s  t h e i r  s i n c e r i t y ,  
no t  f o r  H i s  sake ,  bu t  f o r  t h e i r  b e n e f i t .  S h e a t s l y  
s ays  t h a t  "God does t h i s  no t  f o r  H i s  own sake ,  f o r  
He always knows what i s  i n  our  h e a r t s ,  bu t  f o r  t h e  
sake of ourselves ."68 Job  s t a t e d  "he knows t h e  
way t h a t  I t ake ;  when he  ha s  t r i e d  me, I s h a l l  
come f o r t h  a s  gold" (Job 23:lO). God t r i e s  t h e  
f a i t h  of H i s  people .  B ib l e  v e r s e s  which show God's 
way i n  t e s t i n g  and t r y i n g  i nc lude  Genesis  21:1,2; 
Exodus 15: 23-25; Deuteronomy 8:2,  16 ;  Psalm 66:lO; 
Hebrews l l : 1 7 ;  I P e t e r  1 :7 ;  and Reve la t ion  2:10, 

Tes t i ng  by God inc ludes  de lay  i n  ca r ry ing  ou t  
H i s  promises.  Caemmerer w r i t e s ,  "To r e i n f o r c e  
t h e  founda t ion  o f .  . . . f a i t h  and hope, t h e  heavenly 
Fa ther  f r e q u e n t l y  i n s e r t s  de lay  i n t o  t h e  c a r r y i n g  
ou t  of H i s  promises and f o r c e s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  t o  re -  
new t h e  ba se s  f o r  such f a i t h  and hope."69 There 
a r e  many passages  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  encouraging 
C h r i s t i a n s  t o  hang on to  t h e  promises and encourage- 
ments from God's Word. The Psa lmi s t  s ays ,  "Wait 
f o r  t h e  Lord, be s t rong ,  and l e t  your h e a r t  t a k e  
courage; yea,  wa i t  f o r  t h e  Lord!" (Ps.  27:14). 
God, Himself,  s a y s  through t h e  prophe t ,  "I am t h e  
Lord, t hose  who wa i t  f o r  me s h a l l  no t  be pu t  t o  
shame'' ( I s .  49: 23).  A promise i s  a t t a c h e d  i n  t h e  
words, "They t h a t  wa i t  f o r  t h e  Lord s h a l l  renew 
t h e i r  s t r e n g t h ,  t hey  s h a l l  mount up wi th  wings 
l i k e  e a g l e s ,  they  s h a l l  run  and n o t  be weary, they  
s h a l l  walk and no t  f a i n t "  ( I s .  40:31). Jeremiah 
7enned t h e  words,  h he Lord i s  good t o  t hose  who 
ga i t  f o r  him, t o  t h e  s o u l  t h a t  s eeks  him" (Lam. 3: 25).  

God use s  s u f f e r i n g  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  
t h e i r  f a i t h ,  When t h e  Russians  bombed Luther  
Church i n  Finland on November 30, 1939,  t h e  e n t i r e  
b u i l d i n g  co l l apsed  i n  r u i n s ,  However, on t h e  a l t a r  
t h e r e  remained s t and ing  a glowing c r o s s ,  and above 
i t  a  p a i n t i n g  of C h r i s t  wi th  H i s  arms extended i n  
b l e s s i n g .  Lutheran Bishop Eethonen s a i d  

I n  t h i s  we saw a  g r ipp ing  tes t imony of t h e  
t r u t h ,  mercy and compassion, t h e  forg ive-  
ne s s  of s i n s ,  . . .Only i n  t h i s  assurance  
a r e  we a b l e  t o  endure.  With t h e  conv ic t i on  
t h a t  no th ing  can s e p a r a t e  u s  from t h e  l o v e  
of God, w e  have peace i n  our  h e a r t s  i n  t h e  
midst  of t h e  storm. God suddenly becomes 
l i v i n g  and r e a l  when a l l  t h e  suppor t s  t o  
which we have become accustomed crumble t o  
p i e c e s  and God a lone  becomes our  Refuge and 
S t r eng th .  70 

Maier s t a t e s ,  "God employs t h e  sudden r e v e r s e s  of 
l i f e .  . . . t o  b u i l d  up our  He a l s o  s ays ,  
"The f r i c t i o n s  of d e s t i n y  add l u s t e r  t o  our  f a i t h ,  
and t h e  f i r e s  of a f f l i c t i o n  s t r eng then  our  courage 
. . . .once you a r e  C h r i s t ' s ,  every th ing  t h a t  
crowds i n t o  your l i f e  i s  designed t o  deepen your 
c o n ~ i c t i o n . " ~ ~  Bente s ays  t h a t  

Both t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  and exper ience  t e ach  u s  
t h a t  a  C h r i s t i a n  i s  never  s o  w e l l  armed 
a g a i n s t  t h e  danger of f a l l i n g  from g race  as 
when he is a f f l i c t e d  and oppressed.  Never 
i s  a C h r i s t i a n ' s  confidence i n  God s t r o n g e r  
than  when he  s e e s  how v a i n  and f r a i l  h i s  
own s t r e n g t h  is .  73  

Suf fe r ing  i s  u s e f u l  i n  e x h i b i t i n g  t h e  power and 
f a i t h f u l n e s s  of God. Th i s  i s  a t t e s t e d  i n  such 
S c r i p t u r e s  a s  Psalm 34:19, 20;  I Cor in th i ans  10:13, 
and %I Cor in th i ans  4:8-11, 
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and %I Cor in th i ans  4:8-11, 



Caemmerer a sks  u s  t o  "note  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of 
. . . . t e s t s  of f a i t h  i n  s t i m u l a t i n g  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
t o  t h e  g r e a t e r  u se  of t h e  means of grace--the Word 
and t h e  Sacrament."74 We reasons  

A l l  t empta t ion  f o r  good seeks  t o  s t i m u l a t e  
t h e  c h r i s t i a n V s  ho ld  on God through f a i t h ,  
t o  make him conscious of h i s  tremendous 
need f o r  God's g r ace  and t h a t  a lone ,  and 
t hus  t o  have him r e p l e n i s h  t h a t  g r ace  through 
t h e  use  of t h e  means of grace.75 

He a l s o  s ays ,  "Our heavenly Fa the r  i s  c e a s e l e s s l y  
busy wi th  t h e  t e s t s  and t r i a l s  t h a t  a r e  t o  ho ld  u s  
t o  t h e  one source  of H i s  l i f e  i n  C h r i s t ,  namely 
t h e  Gospel and t h e  Sacrament of H i s  blood."76 
 v very tempta t ion  f o r  good should climax i n  t h e  
a c t u a l  use  of t h e  means of grace."77 

The C h r i s t i a n  may s u f f e r  t r i a l s  and a f f l i c t i o n s ,  
because God i s  us ing  t h e s e  a s  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  spe- 
c i a l  kingdom work. Bente w r i t e s  t h a t  "God may have 
s p e c i a l  work f o r  him, work t h a t  r e q u i r e s  unusual  
f o r t i t u d e ,  and on t h a t  account  p u t s  him through t h e  
gymnastics of t r i b u l a t i o n . " 7 8  The Apos t le  Pau l  i s  
an example of t h i s .  We was s eve re ly  s t r i c k e n  a t  
h i s  convers ion.  A f t e r  he  saw t h e  v i s i o n  and heard  
t h e  vo i ce  of J e s u s ,  he  was smi t t en  wi th  b l i ndnes s  
and was unable  t o  e a t  o r  d r i n k  f o r  t h r e e  days be fo re  
t h e  Lord s e n t  he lp .  The Lord, Himself,  s t a t e d  t h e  
reason  when He gave i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Ananias, "he i s  
a  chosen inst rument  of mine t o  c a r r y  my name b e f o r e  
t h e  G e n t i l e s  and k ings  and t h e  sons s f  I s r a e l ;  f o r  
I w i l l  show him how much he  must s u f f e r  f o r  t h e  sake 
of my names' (Acts 9: 15 ,  1 6 ) -  Plaier s ays ,  " t he  A l -  
mighty pe rmi t s  s u f f e r i n g  i n  o rde r  t o  make u s  r e a l i z e  
H i s  power and p repa re  u s  through a f f l i c t i o n  f o r  
h ighe r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . " 7 9  

Likening Himself t o  a  v i n e ,  and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

- 38 - 

Christiaxzs t o  branches,  Jesus says t h a t  H e  "prunes9'  
t h e  branches that they may "bear more f r u i t P P  (Sohn 
l 5 : 2 ) .  Graumann w r i t e s  t h a t  God p e r m i t s  a f f l i c -  
t i o n s  t o  come upon H i s  c h i l d  '"hat it may b r ing  
f o r t h  t h e  f r u i t s  of righteousness and t h a t  i t  may 
bear  them more abundantly."80 i n  a February ser- 
mon, Maier states, '"The Semir:a=y g2rdener this week 
began h i s  s p r i n g  pruning on our campus,'' Me com- 
p a r e s  t h i s  t o  what God does through s u f f e r i n g  say- 
ing ,  "1n a  s i m i l a r  way, Jesus says, we must  be 
purged by c r i t i c a l ,  con t r a ry  forces, so t h a t  we 
br ing  f o r t h  more and b e t t e r  The au thor  
of Hebrews t e l l s  C h r i s t i a n s ,  "For the moment all 
d i s c i p l i n e  seems p a i n f u l  rather than p leasant ;  l a t e r  
i t  y i e l d s  t h e  peace fu l  f r u i t  of righteousness t o  
t hose  who have been t r a i n e d  f o r  it" (Heb. 12:11)* 

God sometimes u s e s  the  s u f f e r i n g s  of H i s  f a i t h -  
f u l  f o r  t h e  spread ing  of the Gospel.  Luke w r i t e s  
i n  Acts  t h a t  "Saul was rax~aging t h e  church, and 
e n t e r i n g  house a f t e r  house, he dragged of f  men and 
women and committed them t o  p r i s s a ,  Now t hose  who 
were s c a t t e r e d  went abou t  p reach ing  t h e  word" (Acts  
8 : 3 ,  4 ) .  Pau l  viewed his ovm imprisonment i n  t h i s  
l i g h t ,  say ing  

I want you t o  know, b re th ren ,  t h a t  what b a s  
happened t o  me has r e a l l y  served t o  advance 
t h e  Gospe%, so  that  i t  has become kns-a 
throughout t h e  whole praetovium guard and 
t o  a l l  t h e  r e s t  t h a t  my imprisonment i s  f o r  
C h r i s t  ( P h i l *  1: %2), 

Other  Bible r e f e r e n c e s  i n  t h i s  regard i nc lude  Acts  
11:19-21 and I1 Timothy 2:9,  1.0; 4 : 1 6 ,  17. 

We w i l l  n o t  on t h i s  s i d e  of e t e r n i t y  know, i n  
every ca se ,  why God pe rmi t s  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  s u f f e r .  
One of Job's adv i so r s  s a i d  regard ing  the  under- 
s tand ing  of a f f l i c t i o n ,  "As f o r  we, L would seek 
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God, and t o  God would I c o i m i i t  my cause; who does 
g r e a t  t h i n g s  and unsearciiable" (Job 2: 8 ,  9a) . God 
says  througil Isaiah, "My t h o ~ l g h t s  i.rc r rot  your 
thoughts ,  ne i the r  are your ways ray ~ 2 y s .  . f o r  
a s  t h e  heavens are  higher than the  earth,  so are my 
ways h igher  than your  ways and ~y t h o u g h t s  than  
your thoughts" ( I s .  55:8, 9 1 ,  P a u l  s a i d  t o  t h e  
Romans 

O t h e  depth of t h e  riches a i d  t n l s t j o ~  and 
knowledge of God! Eow u n s e a r c h a b l e  are 
h i s  judgemmts and how i s l s ~ r u t a b l e  his 
ways! "or r6~Pio has knob= the  m i d  of t h e  
Lord, o r  who has been his c o u ~ s e l a - r ' ?  
(Rorn, 1 l : 33 ,  3422)- 

Wri t ing  of t h e  a c c i d e n t a l  death of h i s  24-year-old 
son, Rogness says  of God, '"Why H e  allowed. i t, per- 
haps I will l e a r n  when I g e c  t o  heaven, bu t  s u r e l y  
not  be fo re .  "82 Maier, u s i n g  an il-iilscrat ion w r i t e s  

A s  t h e  great.  F lemish  t apas t r ies  were o f t e n  
woven from t h e  back and seeme6 to pre sen t  
a muddled confusisrk of Iaase ends and kno t s ,  
unt i l_  csmpleked and viewed from the r i g h t  
s i d e ,  s o  when we see t . 5 ~  face  og the f i n i s h e d  
and ho ly  des ign  c r e a t e d  by Chris t ,  the  Master 
Weaver s f  our d e s t i n y ,  a l l  doubt as t o  t h e  
wisdom and t h e  Love of Cod w i l l  . sanishe83 

Lutheran P a s t o r  E r l i n g  Wold of Garden Grove, 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  was para lyzed  a s  a resu l t  of r ece iv ing  
a broken neck i n  an accident* With h i s  w i f e ,  Marge, 
he co-authored a book "Vhat Do I Have t o  Do--Break 
My Neck?" 1x1 t h e  book it,e gives an account of h i s  
phys i ca l  s u f f e r i n g ,  and a l so  shares the  s p i r i t u a l  
ques t i ons  and thoughts  t h a t  passed through h i s  mind. 
With confidence he  says sf h i s  experience, "NO ma t t e r  

I was never  o u t s i d e  of God's 

1 would never  have i n v i t e d  s u f f e r i n g ,  It 
i s  t e r r i f y i n g ,  s h a t t e r i n g ,  life-changing, 
But once youLve experienced i t ,  the new 
dimensions of l i f e  a r e  ss profound--the 
new s e n s i t i v i t i e s  and the  new unders tand-  
ings-- that  one becomes deeply g r a t e f u l  
that God even permi t s  s u f f e r i n g  t o  come 
a s  p a r t  s f  h i s  t r a i n i n g ,  85 

Me t e l l s  us ,  "The s e c r e t  hidden i n  s u f f e r i n g  i s  
n o t  t o  l e t  b l i n d  f a t e  master  one, bu t  t o  g rasp  t h e  
o f f e r e d  hand of God and t o  f i n d  a n a i l  h o l e  there . "$  
H e  says ,  " 'Suffer ing,  . .becomes arlstkaer. avenue f o r  
c e l e b r a t i n g  oneness w i th  Christ, Gho "for the joy 
t h a t  was s e t  be fo re  him endured the cross, de sp i s ing  
the  shame, and i s  s ea t ed  a t  t h e  right hand of t h e  
th rone  of ~od"'(Heb. 12: 2)  . X 7  

Resources a r e  a v a i l a b l e  to t h e  C h r i s t i a n  i n  suf-  
f e r i n g  and a f f l i c t i o n ,  Ta a Christian who was suf-  
f e r i n g  from an  i ncu rab l e  d isease ,  Lauterbach wrote  

Cl ing f i rmly  t o  t h e  b l e s sed  Word s f  God, 
.Trust H i s  g l o r i o u s  p romises ,  and l e t  

your Lord and Master g u i d e  you t h rough  
l i f e ' s  dark maze, and the g r e c i o n s  reward 
of g l o r y  w i l l  awai t  you i n  heaven when your 
course  h e r e  on e a r t h  is  f i n i s b e d ,  88 

Wold s ays ,  "'Power and s t r e n g t h  came t o  m e  from sev- 
e r a l  sources ,  all of tl-~ern~ rsonpsr~eberaded i n  t h e  Word 
of ~ o d . " ~ ~  Shea t s ly  urges the use of the  Sacrament 
of t he  Lord ' s  Supper  f o r  strength aild succor  i n  
t i m e  of t r i a l *  H e  s ays  t h a t  God would not  have 
g iven  u s  t h i s  sacrament if we d i d  n o t  need i t ego  
H e  wri tes  " i n  t h e  ~ord's Supper Jesus g i v e s  u s  H i s  
body and blood t o  a s s u r e  u s  t h a t  Me a c t u a l l y  d i ed  
f a r  u s  t o  save  u s  from our s i n s ,  and t o  enable  u s  
b e t t e r  t o  remember H i m  and ho ld  Him as our  ~ a v i o r . " ~ ?  
Paul  s a i d  of t h e  Cor in th i ans  t h a t  many among them 
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Paul  s a i d  of t h e  Cor in th i ans  t h a t  many among them 



were weak and s i c k l y  because  they d i d  no t  make the  
r i g h t  use of t h e  Lo rd ' s  Supper  ( I  Gor. i l : 3 0 ) .  

God u rges  H i s  p e o p l e  t o  b r i n g  their s u f f e r i n g s  
t o  H i m  i n  p r aye r .  Lc in~erbach  says, "The avenue 
of p rayer  i s  an  open road t o  t h e  throne of ~ o d . " g ~  
God i n v i t e s ,   all upon m e  i n  the  day of t r o u b l e ,  
I w i l l  d e l i v e r  you, and you s h a l l  glorify me" (Ps. 
50:15). James a sks ,  ''1s any one among you s u f f e r -  
ing?" He then  advises " L e t  him pray" (James 5:14). 
There a r e  many passages  ir! the Bib le  r e l a t i n g  t o  
p rayer  and s u f f e r i n g  i nc lud ing  P s a l m  3 4 ~ 4 - 6 ;  Je r e -  
miah 31118; Lamentations 2:17-19; Hosea 5 : 1 4 ,  15; 
P h i l i p p i a n s  4 : 6 ,  7 and I Peter 5:7. I n  a p r a c t i c a l  
way, Tengbom suggests, " ~ e  Erank in t e l l i n g  God how 
you f e e l .  It  w o n ' t  a f f e c t  His attitude toward you. 
He l o v e s  you. If you can't put your thou h t s  and 
emotions i n t o  words, :urn t o  God mutt%>, f3.3 

Cather ine  von Schelegel w r o t e  the hymn " ~ e  S t i l l  
My Soul." Lutherans  s i ng  it t o  t h e  melody of 
"Finlandia"  by Jean  S i b e l i u s ,  

B e  s t i l l ,  ar;y sotab; t h e  Lard  is on  thy  s i d e ;  
Bear patiently the c r o s ~ ;  of  g r i e f  or pain,  
Leave t o  t h y  Cod t o  ordex and p r o v i d e ;  
In every change Me f a i t h f u l  will remain, 
Be s t i l l ,  my s o u l ;  t h y  b e s t ,  t h y  heavenly F r i e n d  
Through thorny ways leads to a j o y f u l  end, 

B e  still, my s o r ~ l ;  ~ l - r y  God J o t h  uridertake 
To gu ide  t he  f u t u r e  as He h z s  t h e  p a s t ,  
Thy hope, e'ny confidence, P e t  :~._rtfling shake; 
A I L  now mys te r ious  s h a l l  be b r i g h t  a t  Last, 
Be still, my soul; k 5 e  waves and winds still know 
His vo ice  ~dao ruled them w h i l e  We dwelt  below, 

B e  still, my s o u l ,  t-haugh dearest  f r i e n d s  depa r t  
And all i s  darkened i n  the  vale of tears ;  
Then s h a l t  thou b e t t e r  know XEis love, His h e a r t ,  
Who comes to soothe t hy  sorrows and $hy fears* 

B e  s t i l l ,  my SOU%; t hy  Jesus can  repay 
From His own fellness a k P  Be takes away, 

B e  s t i l l ,  rngr SGU%; the hsur i s  has t en ing  on 
Lp~en.  w e  s h a l l  be forever w i t h  the  Lord 
When disappointment, g r i e f ,  and f e a r  are gone, 
Sor rox  forgot, love's p u r e s t  joys  r e s t o r e d .  
B e  s t i l l ,  -my s sc l ;when  change and t e a r s  a r e  p a s t ,  
ALE safe and b l e s sed  w e  shall meet a t  bas t .94  

GOD ' % WILL WHEN CHRISTIANS ?!L!CKE DECISIONS -- 

men t h e  writer of t h i s  treatise began h i s  s tud-  
ies with Luther Rice Seminary ,  he was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  
analyse i ~ i m s e l f ,  along w i t h  his l i f e  and m i n i s t r y  
situationse H e  was k s  do t h i s  i n  o rde r  t h a t  he 
migh t  r e a c h  a sound decision as t o  w h e t h e r  h e  
should fake this traicing, whether he should pursue 
t h i s  course of study, We was asked t o  answer a 
number of questisns which were printed i n  the Doctor 
of M I n I ~ t r y  syllabuss One of the ques t i ons  was "Is 
t h i s  addiki .onal  t r a i n i n g  a p a r t  of God 's  w i l l  i n  
the development of my minis try."!  S t e p s  t o  d e c i s i o n  
were provided in. the sy%%abus, the f i r s t  being " I f  
t h i s  t r a i n i n g  i s  God's will, 1 nltast do i t ,  I f  t h i s  
t r a i n i n g  i s  riot God's w i l l ,  I. sl iould drop i t .  " 2  

EratXgard says, "Man is coni ron ted  by t h e  w i l l  
sf God i n  a l l  areas sf life as it is  l i v e d  h e r e  on 
earth ."3 As they  l i v e  t h e i r  l i ves ,  C h r i s t i a n s  wish 
t o  d s  God's w i P L ,  They want t o  do what H e  desires 
them t o  do,  Nelson szates that 
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A s i n c e r e  d e s i r e  t o  know God's w i l l  comes 
a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  l i f e t i m e  dec i s ion  t o  
p re sen t  oneself  f o r  s e r v i c e  and t o  obey 
God. We who have presen ted  ou r se lves  t o  
God f o r  s e r v i c e  l o g i c a l l y  need t o  know 
H i s  w i l l  d a i l y  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of our l i v e s . 4  

But how does one determine God's w i l l ?  How can 
a  c h i l d  of God know what l i f e  dec i s ions  God would 
have him o r  h e r  make? 

These ques t ions ,  and o t h e r s  l i k e  them, a r e  no t  
merely academic. They a r e  very  r e a l ,  and f r equen t ly  
troublesome, t o  s i n c e r e  people who love  God. They 
reach i n t o  a l l  a r e a s  s f  l i f e .  I n  wha$ c i t y  does God 
want me t o  l i v e ?  Does Cod want me t o  t ake  t h i s  job? 
Is i t  H i s  w i l l  t h a t  I g e t  marr ied? Does He wish me 
t o  submit t o  surgery ,  t h e  outcome of which w i l l  be 
doubt fu l?  

We can never f u l l y  know God's swill i n  advance. 
That i s  why t h e  Apost le  James wrote ,  "Come now, you 
who say,  'Today o r  tomorrow we w i l l  go i n t o  such a 
town and spend a year  t h e r e  and t r a d e  and g e t  g a i n , '  
whereas you do not  know about tomorrow" (James 4: 
13, 1 4 a ) ,  By i n s p i r a t i o n  he advised,  " Ins tead  you 
ought t o  say,  ' I f  the Lord w i l l s ,  we s h a l l  l i v e  and 
we s h a l l  do %I-nis o r  tha t?  '' (James 4 : l S ) .  

Even though w e  cannot know wi th  c e r t a i n t y  what 
God's f u t u r e  w i l l  f o r  u s  i s ;  a s  our l i v e s  unfo ld  
each day, t h e r e  are d e f i n i t e  p r i n c i p l e s  and guide- 
Pines  which w i l l  a i d  u s  i n  making dec i s ions  compat- 
i b l e  with H i s  w i l l ,  

J e s u s  was teaching  i n  t h e  temple i n  Jerusalem, 
Some i n  H i s  audience quest ioned t h e  source  of H i s  
s ta tements .  J e s u s  claimed t h a t  H i s  message was from 
God, and s a i d ,  " i f  any man's w i l l  i s  t o  do h i s  w i l l ,  
he  s h a l l  know whether t h e  teaching  i s  from Godf' 

(John 7:17). In essence Jesus was saying t h a t  i f  
t h e r e  were persons p r e s e ~ t  who were t r ~ d - y  endeavor- 
i n g  t o  do the w i l l  of God, :hey w o u l d  be people who 
were conversant w i t 1 1  rLfnat God had s a i d  prev ious  t o  
t h i s  temple  occasion. He i m p l i e s  that they would 
be i n d i v i d u a l s  w110 had an ~~~tde-rstandix%g s f  t h e  Old 
Testament w r i t i n g s ,  and WI,O u s e d  these as a guide 
f o r  t h e i r  lives .s  Today we cou id  say t h a t  a f i r s t  
s t e p  i n  knowl-nag the  will of God i s  t o  become famil- 
i a r  w i t h  the  S c r i p t u r e s  gi-ven by God, In an a r t i c l e  
in. "The Lutheran Standard," Paul E ,  L i t t l e  says  t h a t  
" the re  are two aspects to God% g i l l ,  The f i r s t  
a spec t  is  that which is already revealed i n  H i s  Word 
and which a p p l i e s  t o  everyone, The vast  ma jo r i t y  of 
t h e  will of Gad has a l r eady  been r evea l edSwh  A re -  
formed au thor ,  Richard 68 S p r s u l  w r i t e s ,  ' ' If  you 
want t o  krxsw the w i l l  of God f o r  yotlr l i f e ,  i f  you 
want t o  know what is pseasing t o  God, what H e  de- 
l i g h t s  i n ,  enjoys,  and apprgves, then you must medi- 
t a t e  on His Word day and n igh t  H e  f u r t h e r  s t a t e s ,  
"The normad means by which Cod l e a d s  His people  i s  
through the c l a r i t y  of H i s  written Word, . . . 
S c r i p t u r e  r e v e a l s  the  w i l l  of God i n  s e v e r a l  ways."8 

L i t t l e  says t h a t  '"11at God has commanded and for -  
bidden are both equa l ly  clear i n  the  ~ c r i p t u r e . " 9  
Sproul  wr i t e s ,  "it l i m i t s  our options."10 For in-  
s t ance ,  i t  i s  not  o p t i o n a l  whether a man becomes a 
bookie,  sr a woman a prosticute, as f a r  a s  the 
Bib le  i s  concerned, God" Word gives clear d i r ec -  
t i o n  i n  t he se ,  and many sther matters, Both L i t t l e  
and Nelson i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  by using the  example of 
marr iage t o  a non-Chris t ian,  L i t t l e  asks, "Are you 
prayinfla!,out whether you should marry a non-Chris- 
t i a n ? "  Hz s ays ,  "Save your breath,  Read II Cor- 
i n t h i a n s  6 : l 4  i n  which God c lear ly  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  i t  
i s  n o t  H i s  w i l l  f o r  us  t o  b e  unequal ly yoked to- 
ge the r  w i t h  unbel ievers .  " l2 Nelson says t h a t  t h e r e  
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marr iage t o  a non-Chris t ian,  L i t t l e  asks, "Are you 
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ge the r  w i t h  unbel ievers .  " l2 Nelson says t h a t  t h e r e  



con t r a ry  to ~ o d b  swill? Nelson states t h a t  

c l e a r  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  B ib l e  t h a t  a  
C h r i s t i a n  is  t o  marry only another  Chris- 
t i a n  (I Core 7 ~ 3 9 ;  I1 Cor, 6 ~ 1 4 ) .  I n  con- 
s i d e r i n g  whom t o  marry, a  C h r i s t i a n  should 
cons ider  t h i s  p o i n t  a s  b ind ing ,  . . .we can 
say t h a t  i t  i s  never God's w i l l  f o r  a  
C h r i s t i a n  t o  marry someone wIno i s  no t  a  
C h r i s t i a n ,  13 

The B ib l e  a l s o  g ive s  u s  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  w i l l  
h e l p  u s  i n  determining t h e  w i l l  of God. Sproul  
s ays  t h a t  "This is necessary ,  . . *because a t  many 
p o i n t s  t h e  S c r i p t u r e  h a s  n o t  l i m i t e d  t h e  o p t i o n s  
a v a i l a b l e  $0 u s ,  The p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  t h e r e  t o  guide 
u s  , " I4  Herber t  Mjorud t e l l s  of a d e c i s i o n  he made, 
and w r i t e s  

Discovering ~ o d ' s  w i l l  was n o t  d i f f i c u l t  
o r  myster ious .  Using t h e  Bibbe as my re -  
source,  I l ea rned  p r i n c i p l e s  and d e c i s i o n  
making, God p u t s  each of u s  i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  
backgrounds and s i t u a t i o n s ,  It seems reason- 
a b l e  t o  b e s t  advantage,  . . ,S ince  w e  a r e  
'new c r e a t u r e s  i n  C h r i s t , '  eager  t o  do H i s  
w i l l  and purpose,  our  t h ink ing  i s  guided by 
t h e  s p i r i t u a l  p r i n c i p l e s  w e  l e a r n  a s  be- 
l i e v e r s .  15 

What are such B i b l i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  which w i l l  a i d  
u s  i n  making d e c i s i o n s  i n  a r e a s  no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
d e l i n e a t e d  i n  S c r i p t u r e s ?  

We can beg in  by consc ious ly  c o m i t t i n g  o u r s e l v e s  
t o  H i s  l e ad ing .  L i t t l e  sugges t s  a  p rayer  which 
would be appropria-i;e, "Lord, I don ' t  know what 
your w i l l  f o r  my l i f e  is, bu t  I want i t .  I don ' t  
c a r e  what i t  is,  as long a s  I know i t ' s  your w i l l ,  
I ' l l  do it with  joy."16 But what i f  a  person t r u s t s  
i n  God t o  gu ide  him o r  her and then,  perhaps by m i s -  
t aken  conv ic t i ons ,  t r i e s  t o  proceed i n  a  d i r e c t i o n  

God can be relied upon to close  the door ,  
. t o  b lock  the way, Sornezimes, although 

the  r i g h t  course  has n o t  been decided upon 
and t h e  C h r i s t l s n  i s  unsure about  i t ,  cir- 
cumstances may f o r c c  him to make some s o r t  
of move, ts do something, A s  Long a s  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  Is moving, t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  the 
proper  way, the Lord can a c t i v e l y  guide 
him, opening a door  here, perhaps cl~sing 
a d o ~ r ~ t h e r e ,  u n t i l  be arrives a t  t h e  proper  
p l a c e ,  17 

David wrote  i n  t h e  Psa lm,  "Commit your w a y  t o  the 
Lord; t r u s t  in R i m ,  and he w i l l  ;act9' (Ps, 37:5)*  

Mattson reminds u s  that "'reason and common sense  
a r e  g i f t s  of ~ o d .  "I8 Be  s a i d ,  "They should be em- 
ployed i n  determining what the  w i l l  of God i s ,  r l  19 
Nelson w r i t e s  t h e t  "The 1,ord expects us t o  u se  com- 
mon sense  and commands u s  t o  do s o  i n  t h e  Bible ."20 
The r e f e r e n c e  given i s  T i t u s  2~12, where we a r e  t o l d  
t o  " l ive  sobe r ly  and r i g h t e o u s l y  i n  t h i s  p r e s e n t  
age." The word "soberly" i s  the  adverb of t h e  ad- 
j e c t i v e  ssghre-ra, whi.ch xeans '%srsund-minded ," 
According ta Nelson '"he real idea of t h e  word is  
about t h e  same as our t e r m  'cafamon senseB, . . , 
It means t o  be ' s e n s i b l e , '  To f a i l  t o  be 'sound- 
mindedP o r  ' s e n s i b l e '  is t o  be 

I n  the tweMftb chapter  of Romans, the  Apos t le  
exho r t s  11s t c  n~ake a sober a n a l y s i s  of our gifts 
and t a l e n t s ,  S p r o u l  says on the  bas i s  of P a u l ' s  
words t h a t  we  should do t h i s  " tha t  we  might n o t  
t h ink  t oo  h igh ly  of ou r se lve s ,  no t  t oo  lowly. 
F a l s e  humi l i t y  does nothing i n  terms of l e ad ing  u s  
i n  t h e  s tewardsh ip  af o u r  l i ve s  be fo re  God,' '22 
Mattson s t a t e s  t h a t  "in determining w h a t  t h e  w i l l  
of God i s ,  . . .Our o~aaa, p a r t i c u l a r  t a l e n t s  and 
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1, i n  view of t h e  v a r i o u s  circumstances of my l i f e ,  
b e s t  s e rve  my Nelson w r i t e s ,  "Circum- 
s t a n c e s  should always be viewed a s  p a r t  of God's 

g i f t s  need t o  be taken i n t o  cons ide ra t i oneU23  He ove r - a l l  p l an ,  God i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  primary cause 
reasons  t h a t  "These t a l e n t s  f i t  u s  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  behind t h e  circumstances and He can e i t h e r  u se  
types  of s e r v i c e  and o i n t  t o  t h e  l i v e s  of duty 

f t  2 1  them t o  a good purpose o r  Ile can o v e r r u l e  them, 
we ought t o  fol low.  a s  He pleases ."3° 

Taking a l l  t h e  above f a c t o r s  i n t o  cons ide ra t i on ,  
how can one f i n d  d i r e c t i o n  from God i n  s p e c i f i c  
s i t u a t i o n s ?  

We can seek H i s  guidance through prayer .  L i t t l e  
s t a t e s  t h a t  " ~ e  guides  u s  a s  we pray."25 James 
w r i t e s ,  " I f  you want t o  know what God wants you t o  
do, ask  him, and he  w i l l  g l a d l y  t e l l  you, f o r  he  i s  
always ready t o  g ive  a boun t i fu l  supply of wisdom 
t o  a l l  who ask  him" (James 15  'Living B ib l e ) .  Matt- 
son says  t h a t  

Prayer  i s  always necessary because through 
prayer  we a r e  ' pu t  i n t o  tune wi th  t h e  In- 
f i n i t e '  arzd e n t e r  i n t o  fe l lowship  wi th  God, 
and i t  i s  only i n  t h e  l i g h t  of such fellow- 
s h i p  t h a t  we w i l l  r e a l l y  seek t o  do H i s  
w i l l .  26 

L i t t l e  w r i t e s  t h a t  

A s  w e  pray,  God often--by t h e  Holy Sp i r i t - -  
deepens 3 convic t ion  of t h e  r i g h t n e s s  o r  
wrongness of a p a r t i c u l a r  course  of a c t i o n .  
This  convic t ion  d i f f e r s  from emotion xhich  
is  undulant ,  up and do-i~m. Conviction i s  a 
deepening cons t an t .  27 

God a l s o  gu ides  u s  through circumstances. Nelson 
says  t h a t  " a t ,  . . . t imes  circumstances are mean- 
i n g f u l  and should be s e r i o u s l y  considered i n  decid- 
ing  about t h e  Lord ' s  Of t t imes  p a s t o r s  a r e  

We can seek God's guidance i n  t h e  counsel  of 
C h r i s t i a n  f r i e n d s .  L i t t l e  observes  t h a t  "This i s  
one of t h e  most neg lec ted  dimensions i n  guidance 

i n  a quandary when they r e c e i v e  a c a l l  from one 
p a r i s h  t o  ano the r*  Lloyd H a  Goetz adv i se s  t h a t  a t  
such t imes they  should ask  t h e  ques t i on ,  "where can 

- 48 - 

today."31 He mentions t h a t  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  
i n  Acts  l5:38 we a r e  t o l d  "it h a s  seemed good t o  
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  and t o  us."32 Sproul  sugges t s  t h a t  
p a r t  of our  '%omeworkts i s  consu l t i ng  " the  e l d e r s  of 
your C h r i s t i a n  community" and ask ing  " the  whole 
body of ~ h r i s t  He says ,  "F ina l ly  we must go t o  
t h e  body of C h r i s t  and a sk  our  f r i e n d s  t o  be honest  
with Nelson g ives  a sound reason  f o r  seek- 
ing  such advice ,  saying 

Because you a s  a C h r i s t i a n  may not  know 
every th ing  t h e  Bib le  t eaches  and because 
your p a s t o r  o r  C h r i s t i a n  f r i e n d  probably 
knows some t h i n g s  t h a t  you do no t  know, 
i t  i s  very  h e l p f u l  t o  cons ider  t h e  advice  
of such persons.  , . .you should cons ider  
t h e i r  advice  and t r y  t o  p r o f i t  from t h e i r  
exper ience ,  Sometimes they w i l l  p o i n t  ou t  
something t h a t  you have never  thought of . , . .Any such advice .  . . . should always 
be measured by t h e  s tandard  of t h e  Word of 
God. 35 

L i t t l e  counse ls ,  "When a l l  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  coin- 
cide--the Word of God, conv ic t i on  i n  prayer ,  c i r -  
cumstances, and t h e  counsel  of mature C h r i s t i a n  
friends--we can be f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  we a r e  i n  
t h e  w i l l  of ~ o d . " 3 ~  
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of such persons.  , . .you should cons ider  
t h e i r  advice  and t r y  t o  p r o f i t  from t h e i r  
exper ience ,  Sometimes they w i l l  p o i n t  ou t  
something t h a t  you have never  thought of . , . .Any such advice .  . . . should always 
be measured by t h e  s tandard  of t h e  Word of 
God. 35 

L i t t l e  counse ls ,  "When a l l  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  coin- 
cide--the Word of God, conv ic t i on  i n  prayer ,  c i r -  
cumstances, and t h e  counsel  of mature C h r i s t i a n  
friends--we can be f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  we a r e  i n  
t h e  w i l l  of ~ o d . " 3 ~  



Sometimes C h r i s t i a n s  must dec ide  between r i v a l  
goods. These a r e  t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  dec i s ions  of 
a l l .  When C h r i s t i a n s  have t o  make dec i s ions  be- 
tween good and e v i l ,  t h e  answers a r e  c l e a r  from 
Sc r ip tu re .  It i s  God's w i l l  t h a t  we do what is  
r igh t eous .  " ~ u t , "  Sproul  a sks ,  "What i f  our  op- 
t i o n s  a r e  both r i gh t eous ,  a r e  both approved by 
~ o d ? " 3 7  H e  says ,  "That i s  a  more d i f f i c u l t  deci-  
s i o n  t o  make, bu t .  . . i t  is  l e s s  th rea ten inga1 '38  
He then  answers t h e  ques t i on  which h e  r a i s e d ,  saying,  
"1n t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  we a r e  no t  r e spons ib l e  t o  
know what t h e  s e c r e t  w i l l  of God is .  We a r e  f r e e  t o  
choose e i t h e r  course,  a s  long a s  they a r e  both pleas-  
ing t o  ~ o d . " 3 9  He then  says ,  "The s e c r e t  counsel  of 
God i s  none of our  business!  I do no t  know any way 
t o  know t h e  s e c r e t  counsel  of God u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  
f a c t  . "40 

C h r i s t i a n s  should be c a r e f u l  of c la iming t o  
abso lu t e ly  know ~ o d ' s  w i l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  l i v e s  
of o t h e r s .  L i t t l e  says ,  "I always g e t  a  l i t t l e  
nervous when people  imply t h a t  they have a  p r i v a t e  
p i p e l i n e  t o  ~ o d . " 4 1  Sproul  cau t ions ,  " ~ f  you go t o  
a  person and say,  'I know t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  w i l l  of 
God f o r  your l i f e ,  ' you had b e t t e r  be carefu le1 '42  
Nelson r e p o r t s ,  " A t  s e v e r a l  t imes i n  my l i f e ,  
f r i e n d s  of mine have rece ived  t h e  c a l l  f o r  me t o  
become a  medical missionary t o  a f o r e i  n  land ,  
But I ' v e  never  rece ived  such a c a l l ,  11 45 

L i t t l e  warns u s  t o  ' 'avoid c e r t a i n  common mis takes  
when i t  comes t o  d i s ce rn ing  t h e  mind of ~ o d . " 4 4  He 
says  t h a t  "one mistake i s  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i f  you want 
t o  do something, i t  c a n ' t  pos s ib ly  be  God's 
There i s  S c r i p t u r e  support  f o r  h i s  s ta tement .  I n  
Psalm 37:4 w e  read ,  "Take d e l i g h t  i n  t h e  Lord, and 
he w i l l  g i v e  you t h e  d e s i r e s  of your hea r t . "  Paul  
asked t h e  Romans, "He who d i d  no t  spa re  h i s  own Son 
but  gave him up f o r  u s  a l l ,  w i l l  he  no t  a l s o  g ive  u s  
a l l  t h i n g s  with him?" (Rom. 8:32). 
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Another mistake i s  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  j u s t  because 
something i s  t h e  w i l l  of God, every th ing  i s  going 
t o  go w e l l .  The d i s c i p l e s  of J e s u s  go t  i n t o  a  
boa t  t o  c r o s s  t h e  Sea of G a l i l e e  a t  our  Lord ' s  ex- 
p r e s s  command (Mark 4:35).  They experienced a  t e r -  
r i b l e  storm a t  s e a ,  L i t t l e  says  t h a t  sometimes we, 
too ,  exper ience  "stormsf1 when we a r e  " i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  w i l l  of ~ o d . " ~ ~  

Don't  make t h e  mistake of t h ink ing  t h a t  every  
d e c i s i o n  you make must have a  s u b j e c t i v e  confirma- 
t i o n ,  Such conf i rmat ion  i s  simply no t  forthcoming 
i n  every i n s t ance .  47 

Always be open t o  God's guidance and lead ing .  
L i t t l e  says,  "Don't make t h e  mis take  of dec id ing  
what you ' re  going t o  do f o r  t h e  ~ o r d . " 4 8  He cont in-  
ues .  " W e  a r e  t o  a l low H i m  t h e  op t ion  of a s s ign ing  u s  
i n  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  where He s e e s  t h e  need i s  g r e a t e s t  
and where our g i f t s  can b e s t  be usede1'49 

C h r i s t i a n s  wish t o  do God's w i l l .  Why? Nelson 
answers, "Because we love  H i m ,  . . .because i n  re -  
t u r n  f o r  our  obedience we w i l l  r e c e i v e  b l e s s i n g s  i n  
t h i s  l i f e .  . . . t o  be a good example t o  o t h e r  
C h r i s t i a n s .  . . ,because i n  t h i s  way we w i l l  avoid 
being ashamed a t  C h r i s t  ' s second coming. "50 

I n  1640 Georg Neumark penned t h e s e  words of 
assurance  

I f  thou but  s u f f e r  God t o  gu ide  t h e e  
And hope i n  H i m  through a l l  thy  ways, 
H e ' l l  g ive  t hee  s t r e n g t h ,  w h a t e v e r  b e t i d e  t hee ,  
And bear  t hee  through t h e  e v i l  days.  
Who t r u s t s  i n  God's unchanging love  
Builds  on the  rock t h a t  naught can move.S1 
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H O M I L E T I C S  

P r o f ,  M e  O t to  

INTRODUCTION 

Th i s  course  i s  t h e  one course  towards which 
a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  po in t ed ,  I t  i s  an important  
s u b j e c t  which t h e  s t uden t  w i l l  always u s e  i n  h i s  
m i n i s t r y .  I t  means we a r e  sha r ing  wi th  men t h e  
bread and wate r  of l i f e .  We should only be s a t i s -  
f i e d  wi th  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  we can produce. W e  cannot 
conver t  people  through our  sermons, bu t  we can 
e i t h e r  make i t  e a s i e r  f o r  them t o  h e a r  o r  we can 
e r e c t  b a r r i e r s  which prevent  them from hea r ing  t h e  
message. On t h i s ,  r e ad  Lensk i  "The Making of a  
Sermon. " 

Etymology and H i s to ry  

The meaning of t h e  word "Homiletics" ( a  Greek 
word) i s  "coming toge ther"  o r  i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
mean "crowd ," 

I n  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  of t h e  church, d i s c o u r s e s  
were exp l ana t i ons  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  Charlemagne 
prepared "homil ies"  f o r  t h e  p r i e s t s  t o  read  b e f o r e  
t h e  congrega t ions  because they  o f t e n  d i d  n o t  have 
+:he t r a i n i n g  t o  w r i t e  sermons and much of what was 
-;aid was n o t  p e r t i n e n t .  A "Homili" i s  t ak ing  t h e  
:ext and d i v i n i n g  t h e  meaning from it and making 
. p p l i c a t i o n  v e r s e  by v e r s e .  A "Sermon" i s  a  con- 
, t r u c t i o n  of a  paper  upon a  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Bib le .  

I n  t h e  Middle Ages t h e r e  were many "Homilar ies ,"  
which a r e  books con t a in ing  homil ies-- thus  becoming 
t h e  f i r s t  sermon books. Such books were emphasized 
dur ing  t h e  t imes  of Char les  t h e  Great  and Queen 
E l i zabe th  and w e  have some su rv iv ing  books from 
those  t imes ,  They used this a s  a  dev i s e  f o r  re -  
forming t h e  church because t h e  p a s t o r s  were un- 
t r a i n e d .  The term was f i r s t  used i n  Germany i n  t h e  
Seventeenth Century,  

D e f i n i t i o n  

Homi le t ics  i s  a  s c i e n c e  which teaches :  I )  t h e  
fundamental  p r i n c i p l e s  of p u b l i c  d i s cou r se ;  2 )  a s  
app l i ed  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and teach ing  of d i v i n e  
t r u t h ;  3 )  i n  r e g u l a r  assembl ies  ga thered  f o r  t h e  
purpose of C h r i s t i a n  worship,  

Th i s  d e f i n i t i o n  and t h e  course  l i m i t s  i t s e l f  
t o  s tudy  j u s t  f o r  t h e  worship s e r v i c e s ,  The impor- 
t a n t  p a r t  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  a s c i e n c e  of g e t t i n g  t h e  
message ou t  of t h e  Word t o  t h e  e a r s  of t h e  people ,  
We a r e  t o  make i t  r e c e i v a b l e ,  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and 
p a l a t a b l e .  The r u l e s  f o r  preaching and w r i t i n g  
of sermons came a f t e r  t h e  f a c t ,  That  is,  a  s tudy  
was made of t h e  b e s t  sermons and t hen  they looked 
f o r  what i n g r e d i e n t s  made f o r  good preach ing ,  I n  
t h i s  way we can o b t a i n  r e l i a b l e  methods from r e -  
s u l t s .  The s t u d e n t  and m i n i s t e r  should read good 
sermon books themselves t o  pe rce ive  t h e s e  p r i n c i -  
p l e s .  From Luther  we s e e  t h a t  he  expounded t h e  
t e x t  and we s t i l l  want t o  do t h i s  i n  our  own 
preaching.  

A. Evident from t h e  importance of p reach ing  
i t s e l f :  Preaching i s  impor tan t ,  I n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  
t h e  most important  work t h e  p a s t o r  does ,  For:  

1. It  i s  t h e  one p l a c e  people  c a r r y  on a  
pos t -conf i rmat ion  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  The whole f l o c k  is  
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t h e r e  a t  one t ime and p l ace .  They worship t o g e t h e r  

and t o g e t h e r  they a r e  t augh t .  Working t o g e t h e r  i s  

how t h i n g s  a r e  accomplished i n  t h e  church. 
A pas- 

t o r ' s  hobby should not  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  t h e  sermon. 
Sermon p r e p a r a t i o n  should be a  primary concern 
dur ing  t h e  week. Be anxious t o  s h a r e  t h e  Word w i th  

o t h e r s .  

7 .  It i s  ordained by God Himself.  I1 Tim- - -  - 

othy 4:2 "Preach t h e  word." The Word of God meets 

s p i r i t u a l  needs.  Therefore  t h e  p u l p i t  i s  No. 1 i n  

our work and Ladies  Aid, Men's Club a r e  second t o  
preaching t h e  word. 

3 .  The preacher  speaks a s  t h e  ambassador 
f o r  God. I1 Cor in th i ans  5:20 "We a r e  ambassadors 
f o r  C h r i s t ,  a s  though God d i d  beseech you by us." 
Luke 10:16 "He t h a t  h e a r e t h  you h e a r e t h  me." 

4 .  I ts  purpose i s  unique and impor tan t .  
Preaching i s  important  t h e o l o g i c a l l y  a s  a means of 
convers ion  and e d i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  people  i n  o rde r  
t o  g e t  them t o  heaven. I t  i s  important  psycholog- 
i c a l l y  i n  i t s  in f luence  upon t h e  h e a r e r .  The peo- 

p l e  a r e  no t  t o  be pa s s ive  h e a r e r s .  I n  t h i s  connec- 

t i o n :  a )  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  must be  caught ;  b) they  
must be aroused emot iona l ly  t o  be a  p a r t  of t h e  
Holy Church; and c)  preaching must i n f  luence  h i s  
w i l l  t o  be through wi th  s i n  and t o  grow i n  f a i t h  
and grace .  The person must be l e a d  t o  make a deci-  
s i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e  we must come wi th  l o g i c a l  reasons  
on which t o  make a  dec i s ion .  Th i s  r e f e r s  t o  ma t t e r  

of changing o n e ' s  l i f e ,  g iv ing ,  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  e t c .  
Therefore ,  t h e  purpose of preaching i s  t o  persuade 
people .  T h i s  means backing up evidence on a  sub- 
j e c t ,  p r e s e n t i n g  both s i d e s  of t h e  case ,  being 
enthused y o u r s e l f ,  being concerned about t h e  way 
you do i t ,  n o t  being l e g a l i s t i c  bu t  e v a n g e l i c a l  
p r eache r s .  We a r e  t o  persuade them wi th  t h e  Gospel 
Aesop's f a b l e  about  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a  coa t  o f f  a  man 
i s  a p p l i c a b l e .  A warm sun w i l l  ach ieve  r e s u l t s  

b e t t e r  than a cold  wind. I n  preaching,  t h e  ev i -  
dence should be p i l e d  up s o  much u n t i l  t h e r e  is 
nothing e l s e  t o  do bu t  accept  i t .  To persuade 
o t h e r s  r e q u i r e s  r e a l  e f f o r t .  On Sunday a f t e r  
church, C. F. W. Walther would read  t h e  t e x t  f o r  
t h e  next  Sunday s o  t h a t  he could begin t o  prepare  
f o r  t h e  next sermon. Any t w o  sermons w i l l  t a k e  
d i f f e r i n g  amounts of t ime. 

B. Evident from t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  be over- 
come i n  preaching: There are s e v e r a l  b a r r i e r s  
which must be overcome: 

1. The n a t u r e  of B i b l i c a l  t r u t h .  Many 
t r u t h s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  grasp  because t h e  being 
behind those  t r u t h s  is hard  t o  grasp .  God cannot 
be apprehended by t h e  mind. It i s  t h e  abs t r ac -  
t i o n s  which makes t h i n g s  hard  t o  i l l u s t r a t e .  

This  
i s  s t a t e d  i n  I1 Cor in th ians  2 ~ 1 4 ,   he n a t u r a l  man 
r e c e i v e t h  no t  t h e  t h i n g s  of t h e  S p i r i t  of God: f o r  
they  a r e  f o o l i s h n e s s  un to  him; n e i t h e r  can he  know 
them, because they are s p i r i t u a l l y  discerned."  
Thus man i s  i n  t h e  dark  about  many th ings .  

2.  The n e c e s s i t y  of r e p e t i t i o n  of t h e s e  
t r u t h s .  W e  see this from Romans l 5 : 4 ,  "Whatso- 
eve r  t h i n g s  were w r i t t e n  a fo re t ime  were w r i t t e n  
f o r  our  l ea rn ing ,  t h a t  we through p a t i e n c e  and com- 
f o r t  of t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  might have hope." Thus t h e  
Word of God must s i n k  i n  and s t a y  i n  ou r se lves .  

3 .  The moral cond i t i on  of t h e  hea re r .  The 
hea re r  i s  h o s t i l e  and i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  Word. 

H e  i s  c a l l e d  an enemy of God. Morals a r e n ' t  what peo- 
p l e  want t o  hea r ,  s o  they  may tune  ou t  your message. 

4 .  The i n t e l l e c t u a l  cond i t i on  of t h e  hea re r .  
There i s  nothing i n  n a t u r e  t o  p repa re  t h e  people  f o r  
the  Gospel .  They do not  know what is coming from 
the sermon. People  do n o t  e x e r t  themselves as much 
today and a r e  g e t t i n g  l a z y  i n  l i s t e n i n g  a l s o .  

Make s u r e  t h a t  you g e t  t h e  people  cu r ious  and i n t e r e s t e d  



t h e r e  a t  one t ime and p l ace .  They worship t o g e t h e r  

and t o g e t h e r  they a r e  t augh t .  Working t o g e t h e r  i s  

how t h i n g s  a r e  accomplished i n  t h e  church. 
A pas- 

t o r ' s  hobby should not  i n t e r f e r e  w i th  t h e  sermon. 
Sermon p r e p a r a t i o n  should be a  primary concern 
dur ing  t h e  week. Be anxious t o  s h a r e  t h e  Word w i th  

o t h e r s .  

7 .  It i s  ordained by God Himself.  I1 Tim- - -  - 

othy 4:2 "Preach t h e  word." The Word of God meets 

s p i r i t u a l  needs.  Therefore  t h e  p u l p i t  i s  No. 1 i n  

our work and Ladies  Aid, Men's Club a r e  second t o  
preaching t h e  word. 

3 .  The preacher  speaks a s  t h e  ambassador 
f o r  God. I1 Cor in th i ans  5:20 "We a r e  ambassadors 
f o r  C h r i s t ,  a s  though God d i d  beseech you by us." 
Luke 10:16 "He t h a t  h e a r e t h  you h e a r e t h  me." 

4 .  I ts  purpose i s  unique and impor tan t .  
Preaching i s  important  t h e o l o g i c a l l y  a s  a means of 
convers ion  and e d i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  people  i n  o rde r  
t o  g e t  them t o  heaven. I t  i s  important  psycholog- 
i c a l l y  i n  i t s  in f luence  upon t h e  h e a r e r .  The peo- 

p l e  a r e  no t  t o  be pa s s ive  h e a r e r s .  I n  t h i s  connec- 

t i o n :  a )  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  must be  caught ;  b) they  
must be aroused emot iona l ly  t o  be a  p a r t  of t h e  
Holy Church; and c)  preaching must i n f  luence  h i s  
w i l l  t o  be through wi th  s i n  and t o  grow i n  f a i t h  
and grace .  The person must be l e a d  t o  make a deci-  
s i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e  we must come wi th  l o g i c a l  reasons  
on which t o  make a  dec i s ion .  Th i s  r e f e r s  t o  ma t t e r  

of changing o n e ' s  l i f e ,  g iv ing ,  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  e t c .  
Therefore ,  t h e  purpose of preaching i s  t o  persuade 
people .  T h i s  means backing up evidence on a  sub- 
j e c t ,  p r e s e n t i n g  both s i d e s  of t h e  case ,  being 
enthused y o u r s e l f ,  being concerned about t h e  way 
you do i t ,  n o t  being l e g a l i s t i c  bu t  e v a n g e l i c a l  
p r eache r s .  We a r e  t o  persuade them wi th  t h e  Gospel 
Aesop's f a b l e  about  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a  coa t  o f f  a  man 
i s  a p p l i c a b l e .  A warm sun w i l l  ach ieve  r e s u l t s  

b e t t e r  than a cold  wind. I n  preaching,  t h e  ev i -  
dence should be p i l e d  up s o  much u n t i l  t h e r e  is 
nothing e l s e  t o  do bu t  accept  i t .  To persuade 
o t h e r s  r e q u i r e s  r e a l  e f f o r t .  On Sunday a f t e r  
church, C. F. W. Walther would read  t h e  t e x t  f o r  
t h e  next  Sunday s o  t h a t  he could begin t o  prepare  
f o r  t h e  next sermon. Any t w o  sermons w i l l  t a k e  
d i f f e r i n g  amounts of t ime. 

B. Evident from t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  be over- 
come i n  preaching: There are s e v e r a l  b a r r i e r s  
which must be overcome: 

1. The n a t u r e  of B i b l i c a l  t r u t h .  Many 
t r u t h s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  grasp  because t h e  being 
behind those  t r u t h s  is hard  t o  grasp .  God cannot 
be apprehended by t h e  mind. It i s  t h e  abs t r ac -  
t i o n s  which makes t h i n g s  hard  t o  i l l u s t r a t e .  

This  
i s  s t a t e d  i n  I1 Cor in th ians  2 ~ 1 4 ,   he n a t u r a l  man 
r e c e i v e t h  no t  t h e  t h i n g s  of t h e  S p i r i t  of God: f o r  
they  a r e  f o o l i s h n e s s  un to  him; n e i t h e r  can he  know 
them, because they are s p i r i t u a l l y  discerned."  
Thus man i s  i n  t h e  dark  about  many th ings .  

2.  The n e c e s s i t y  of r e p e t i t i o n  of t h e s e  
t r u t h s .  W e  see this from Romans l 5 : 4 ,  "Whatso- 
eve r  t h i n g s  were w r i t t e n  a fo re t ime  were w r i t t e n  
f o r  our  l ea rn ing ,  t h a t  we through p a t i e n c e  and com- 
f o r t  of t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  might have hope." Thus t h e  
Word of God must s i n k  i n  and s t a y  i n  ou r se lves .  

3 .  The moral cond i t i on  of t h e  hea re r .  The 
hea re r  i s  h o s t i l e  and i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  Word. 

H e  i s  c a l l e d  an enemy of God. Morals a r e n ' t  what peo- 
p l e  want t o  hea r ,  s o  they  may tune  ou t  your message. 

4 .  The i n t e l l e c t u a l  cond i t i on  of t h e  hea re r .  
There i s  nothing i n  n a t u r e  t o  p repa re  t h e  people  f o r  
the  Gospel .  They do not  know what is coming from 
the sermon. People  do n o t  e x e r t  themselves as much 
today and a r e  g e t t i n g  l a z y  i n  l i s t e n i n g  a l s o .  

Make s u r e  t h a t  you g e t  t h e  people  cu r ious  and i n t e r e s t e d  



a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  sermon. 

5. The preacher  t a l k s  t o  t h e  same people .  
Th i s  means t h a t  t h e  preacher  must change t h e  s t o r i e s  
and i d e a s  and p r e s e n t a t i o n  from week t o  week. He 

a l s o  must add re s s  himself  t o  a l l  t h e  people  a t  
v a r i o u s  t i m e s  i n  t h e  y e a r .  Th i s  means he  must have 

something new t o  say .  

6.  The heterogeneous c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  con- 
g r e g a t i o n .  There a r e  d i f f e r e n t  ages ,  occupa t ions ,  
i n t e r e s t s .  You a r e  supposed t o  reach  a l l  of them. 
By t h e i r  n a t u r e ,  women a r e  more i n t r o s p e c t i v e  and 
men a r e  more s e c u l a r  and no t  so  i n c l i n e d  t o  go t o  
church.  Man t h i n k s  t h a t  church-going i s  e f f emina t e  
and t h e  w i f e  g e n e r a l l y  goes a lone .  Yet when we 

preach ,  we do no t  want t o  use  a  shotgun bu t  a r i f l e  
i n  o r d e r  t o  h i t  home t h e  p o i n t s .  When we narrow 

t h e  sermon t o  j u s t  a  few p o i n t s ,  i t  i s  e a s i e r  t o  
p reach  and t o  w r i t e .  

7. The preacher  h a s  a  handicap a l s o .  Many 
demands a r e  made on t h e  t ime of a  p reacher .  The 

p a s t o r  is  expected t o  do more today.  Also t h e  

h e a r e r s  know more t han  i n  t h e  p a s t .  They do n o t  

l i v e  i n  i s o l a t i o n  bu t  read  more and know what i s  
going on i n  t h e  world. Th i s  means t h e  p a s t o r  must 
upgrade h i s  preaching.  Of ten  a  good i n t r o d u c t i o n  
w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  of t h i s  problem. 

A. A l i v i n g  f a i t h .  Th i s  i s  no t  a  knowledge 
b u t  a  f a i t h  o r  conv ic t i on .  A s  w e  a r e  convinced, 
we want t o  s h a r e  i t  wi th  o t h e r s .  

B. A l o v e  f o r  t h e  work of t h e  preacher .  There 
must be  a  d e s i r e  f o r  t h i s  work, 

C .  A deep r e a l i z a t i o n  f o r  a  need from God. 
We a r e  t o  a sk  f o r  t h e  Lord ' s  b l e s s i n g  on t h e  work 
which we do. The Lord h a s  t o  h e l p  u s  t o  p r e s e n t  

His Word, bu t  we a l s o  must s tudy  and work. Without 
~ o d ' s  g race ,  we a r e  no t  going t o  go very  f a r .  With 
B i s  g r ace ,  i t  w i l l  be enough f o r  u s ,  Th i s  means 
t h a t  we must be aware of our  need f o r  God's g r ace .  

D. Apprec ia t ion  f o r  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of 
p reach ing ,  Th i s  is  d i scussed  above. 

E ,  Wi l l ingness  t o  submit t o  kind c r i t i c i s m .  
Th i s  w i l l  come from t eache r s .  Wives w i l l  a l s o  be 
a source  of c r i t i c i s m ,  She should be concerned t o  
h e l p  he r  husband t o  overcome h i s  f a u l t s .  And we 
should want t o  be t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  p r eache r s  a s  
p o s s i b l e .  Th i s  means we should t r y  and remove 
every b a r r i e r ,  

The R e l a t i o n  of Homi le t ics  t o  Other  D i s c i p l i n e s  

The preacher  i s  t o  p u l l  i n  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  d i s -  
c i p l i n e s  i n  making h i s  sermon. Exegesis ,  P a s t o r a l  
Theology, Dogmatics, Symbolics, e t c . ,  a r e  a l l  t i e d  
t o  sermon-making. A l l  t h i s  must be made r e l e v a n t  
t o  t h e  people  i n  t h e i r  everyday l i v e s .  

P A R T  O N E  

THE MAKING OF THE SERMON 

I .  Prayer  

I f  we a r e  t o  r e v e a l  God's Word, we must p ray  
without  ceas ing .  Th i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  when 
making a  sermon. I1 Cor in th i ans  3:5, " ~ o t  t h a t  
we a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  of o u r s e l v e s  t o  t h i n k  any t h ing  
a s  of ou r se lve s ;  bu t  our  s u f f i c i e n c y  i s  of God." 
I Thessa lon ians  5:17, "Pray wi thout  ceas ing ."  
I P e t e r  4:11, "I£ any man speak, l e t  him speak a s  
t h e  o r a c l e s  of  God." Psalm 119:18, "Open thou 
mine eyes ,  t h a t  I may behold wondrous t h i n g s  ou t  



a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  sermon. 

5. The preacher  t a l k s  t o  t h e  same people .  
Th i s  means t h a t  t h e  preacher  must change t h e  s t o r i e s  
and i d e a s  and p r e s e n t a t i o n  from week t o  week. He 

a l s o  must add re s s  himself  t o  a l l  t h e  people  a t  
v a r i o u s  t i m e s  i n  t h e  y e a r .  Th i s  means he  must have 

something new t o  say .  

6.  The heterogeneous c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  con- 
g r e g a t i o n .  There a r e  d i f f e r e n t  ages ,  occupa t ions ,  
i n t e r e s t s .  You a r e  supposed t o  reach  a l l  of them. 
By t h e i r  n a t u r e ,  women a r e  more i n t r o s p e c t i v e  and 
men a r e  more s e c u l a r  and no t  so  i n c l i n e d  t o  go t o  
church.  Man t h i n k s  t h a t  church-going i s  e f f emina t e  
and t h e  w i f e  g e n e r a l l y  goes a lone .  Yet when we 

preach ,  we do no t  want t o  use  a  shotgun bu t  a r i f l e  
i n  o r d e r  t o  h i t  home t h e  p o i n t s .  When we narrow 

t h e  sermon t o  j u s t  a  few p o i n t s ,  i t  i s  e a s i e r  t o  
p reach  and t o  w r i t e .  

7. The preacher  h a s  a  handicap a l s o .  Many 
demands a r e  made on t h e  t ime of a  p reacher .  The 

p a s t o r  is  expected t o  do more today.  Also t h e  

h e a r e r s  know more t han  i n  t h e  p a s t .  They do n o t  

l i v e  i n  i s o l a t i o n  bu t  read  more and know what i s  
going on i n  t h e  world. Th i s  means t h e  p a s t o r  must 
upgrade h i s  preaching.  Of ten  a  good i n t r o d u c t i o n  
w i l l  t a k e  c a r e  of t h i s  problem. 

A. A l i v i n g  f a i t h .  Th i s  i s  no t  a  knowledge 
b u t  a  f a i t h  o r  conv ic t i on .  A s  w e  a r e  convinced, 
we want t o  s h a r e  i t  wi th  o t h e r s .  

B. A l o v e  f o r  t h e  work of t h e  preacher .  There 
must be  a  d e s i r e  f o r  t h i s  work, 

C .  A deep r e a l i z a t i o n  f o r  a  need from God. 
We a r e  t o  a sk  f o r  t h e  Lord ' s  b l e s s i n g  on t h e  work 
which we do. The Lord h a s  t o  h e l p  u s  t o  p r e s e n t  

His Word, bu t  we a l s o  must s tudy  and work. Without 
~ o d ' s  g race ,  we a r e  no t  going t o  go very  f a r .  With 
B i s  g r ace ,  i t  w i l l  be enough f o r  u s ,  Th i s  means 
t h a t  we must be aware of our  need f o r  God's g r ace .  

D. Apprec ia t ion  f o r  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of 
p reach ing ,  Th i s  is  d i scussed  above. 

E ,  Wi l l ingness  t o  submit t o  kind c r i t i c i s m .  
Th i s  w i l l  come from t eache r s .  Wives w i l l  a l s o  be 
a source  of c r i t i c i s m ,  She should be concerned t o  
h e l p  he r  husband t o  overcome h i s  f a u l t s .  And we 
should want t o  be t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  p r eache r s  a s  
p o s s i b l e .  Th i s  means we should t r y  and remove 
every b a r r i e r ,  
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The preacher  i s  t o  p u l l  i n  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  d i s -  
c i p l i n e s  i n  making h i s  sermon. Exegesis ,  P a s t o r a l  
Theology, Dogmatics, Symbolics, e t c . ,  a r e  a l l  t i e d  
t o  sermon-making. A l l  t h i s  must be made r e l e v a n t  
t o  t h e  people  i n  t h e i r  everyday l i v e s .  

P A R T  O N E  

THE MAKING OF THE SERMON 

I .  Prayer  

I f  we a r e  t o  r e v e a l  God's Word, we must p ray  
without  ceas ing .  Th i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  when 
making a  sermon. I1 Cor in th i ans  3:5, " ~ o t  t h a t  
we a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  of o u r s e l v e s  t o  t h i n k  any t h ing  
a s  of ou r se lve s ;  bu t  our  s u f f i c i e n c y  i s  of God." 
I Thessa lon ians  5:17, "Pray wi thout  ceas ing ."  
I P e t e r  4:11, "I£ any man speak, l e t  him speak a s  
t h e  o r a c l e s  of  God." Psalm 119:18, "Open thou 
mine eyes ,  t h a t  I may behold wondrous t h i n g s  ou t  



of thy  law." I f  we a r e  aware of our  weaknesses, 
then  we must pray f o r  he lp .  A s  we do t h a t ,  we 

w i l l  pu t  f o r t h  e f f o r t  t o  l e t  H i m  h e l p .  

There a r e  many p raye r s  i n  t h e  Bib le .  The 
P raye r ,  "God be merc i fu l  t o  me a  s i nne r . "  

David, Abraham concerning Sodom and Gomorra, Moses, 
Solomon, Jonah, Hezekiah. We should no t e  t h e  be- 
hav io r  of Abraham a s  he  t o l d  t h e  Lord, "I am noth- 
i ng  bu t  a s  dus t . "  Luther  could no t  come t o  t h e  
D ie t  of Augsburg, y e t  he prayed g r e a t l y  nearby, 
say ing ,  "We c a n ' t  come God, bu t  t h i s  i s  Your work 
and You must do i t ." One o ld  say ing  i s ,  "Well 
prayed i s  w e l l  s t ud i ed . "  Erasmus s a i d  t h a t  i t  is  
i n c r e d i b l e  t o  s e e  how much l i f e  and f o r c e  i s  g iven  
t o  clergymen by deep pe r sona l  p r aye r .  Spurgeon 
has  made many good comments on t h e  va lue  of p r aye r .  
See a l s o  Hymn 16 ,  v e r s e  2 .  We should t e ach  t h e  
people  t o  have more than  bread and b u t t e r  p r aye r s .  
A p ray ing  p a s t o r  becomes an e f f e c t i v e  preacher ,  
ALSO, he  must have t h e  confidence t h a t  t h e s e  pray- 
e r s  a r e  answered. I t  h e l p s  i n  t h i s  connect ion t o  
g e t  a  good B ib l e  and be f a m i l i a r  wi th  i t  t o  know 
what i t  says .  I Thessa lon ians  5 : P 7 ,  "Pray wi thout  
ceas ing ."  I1 Cor in th i ans  3:5,  and Psalm 119: l8  
a r e  impor tan t ,  

11. Text 

A. Etymology: The word " t e x t 9 '  comes from 
t h e  L a t i n  word t e x t u s ,  which means "That which i s  
woven," " t ex tu re . "  The sermon i s  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
i n  which t h e  t e x t  i s  interwoven throughout .  The 
t e x t  cannot  become a  p r e t e x t ;  t h a t  is,  j u s t  some- 
t h i n g  t o  s t a r t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  No, t h e  sermon is  
woven around i t .  The t e x t  ho ld s  t h e  sermon to-  
g e t h e r .  An example of a  p r e t e x t :  On P a u l ' s  t rou-  
b l e s  i n  As ia ,  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  t r o u b l e s  i n  China, 

B. H i s t o r i c a l  N ~ t e  on t h e  Use of Sermon Texts .  
Jesus  a l s o  used t e x t s  f o r  H i s  messages. A t  Nazareth 

(Luke 4 ~ 1 6 - 2 1 ) ,  i n  t h e  synagogue, J e s u s  read  t h e  
t e x t  from I s a i a h  61:1, 2, Then He s a i d ,   his 
day is  t h i s  s c r i p t u r e  f u l f i l l e d  i n  your ea r s . "  
On Pentecos t  Day, S t .  P e t e r  used Psalm 16:8-11. 
I n  Acts  13:15, S t .  Pau l  a t  Antioch i n  P i s i d i a ,  
a f t e r  t h e  read ing  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  preached t o  
them on the  b a s i s  of t h e  r ead ing ,  I n  t h e  e a r l y  
Church, i t  was a  r u l e  t o  preach on t h e  t e x t ,  J u s t i n  
Martyr,  about 169 A.D. ,  spoke of read ing  from t h e  
w r i t i n g s  and t hen  expounding on what was read .  Th i s  
form was a running commentary of t h e  text--or expos- 
i t o r y  preaching.  Th i s  was t h e  main form of preach- 
i ng  up t o  t h e  T h i r t e e n t h  Century.  It was based on 
t h e  read ing  t h a t  was chosen. They had a  read ing  
f o r  every day of t h e  y e a r ,  From t h e  T h i r t e e n t h  
Century on, they  picked o u t  c e r t a i n  t e x t s .  During 
t h e  mid Nineteenth Century,  e s p e c i a l l y  among t h e  
modernis ts ,  t h e r e  was a  move t o  preach on t o p i c s  
r a t h e r  than  on t e x t s .  Th i s  type  made one tend t o  
s t i c k  on one t o p i c  o r  s u b j e c t  from week t o  week. 

C .  Objec t ions  Raised Against  t h e  Use of a  
Text--Answered, 

1. Texts  cramp t h e  preacher  by conf in ing  
him t o  a  few words. V o l t a i r e  s a i d  t h a t  t o  speak a 
long  t ime on a  l i n e  is t r i f l i n g  l a b o r .  Reply: 
The t e x t s  a r e  no t  l i m i t e d  t o  a  few words. On Tr in-  
i t y  Sunday, t h e  t ex t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  f i f t e e n  v e r s e s  on 
John 3 .  Even a  few words can c o n t a i n  many thoughts ,  
such a s  John l : 14 ,  "The Word was made f l e s h . "  You 
can t a l k  about  God becoming man. Moreover, t h e  
t ex t  s e r v e s  t o  t i e  eve ry th ing  t o g e t h e r  and t h e  peo- 
p l e  know what t h i n g s  a r e  being t a l k e d  about .  
Therefore  t h i s  i s  no t  a  v a l i d  o b j e c t i o n .  J u s t  t h e  
few words, "1t i s  f i n i s h e d , "  one could n o t  pu t  i n t o  
one sermon a11  t h e  i d e a s  which i t  con t a in s .  

2 .  Texts  l i m i t  o n e ' s  range of t o p i c s .  
~ e p l y :  The preacher  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  B i b l i c a l  t r u t h  



of thy  law." I f  we a r e  aware of our  weaknesses, 
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w i l l  pu t  f o r t h  e f f o r t  t o  l e t  H i m  h e l p .  
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John 3 .  Even a  few words can c o n t a i n  many thoughts ,  
such a s  John l : 14 ,  "The Word was made f l e s h . "  You 
can t a l k  about  God becoming man. Moreover, t h e  
t ex t  s e r v e s  t o  t i e  eve ry th ing  t o g e t h e r  and t h e  peo- 
p l e  know what t h i n g s  a r e  being t a l k e d  about .  
Therefore  t h i s  i s  no t  a  v a l i d  o b j e c t i o n .  J u s t  t h e  
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anyway. He i s  t o  preach t h e  Word. Also,  t h e  
B ib l e  s u p p l i e s  a  wea l th  of m a t e r i a l  f o r  sermons. 
And t h e r e  a r e  many t o p i c s  f o r  t hose  who know 
t h e i r  B ib l e s .  We must always end up w i th  what 
a  wonderful Saviour  we have. 

3. Use of t e x t s  may end up i n  a  sermon 
f a t a l  t o  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t  t rea tment  of S c r i p t u r e .  
It i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t w i s t  t h e  B ib l e  and make i t  f a r  
more. Reply: The preacher  i s  n o t  t o  t a k e  t h e  
t e x t  ou t  of con t ex t .  For example, i n  C o l l o s s i a n s  
2:20-21, where i t  says  i n  pa ren these s  "Touch n o t ;  
t a s t e  n o t ;  handle  no t , "  some want t o  u s e  t h i s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  use  of a l coho l .  S t .  Pau l  r e a l l y  s ays  
no t  t o  l i s t e n  t o  people  who say such t h i n g s .  
Again, i n  Psalm 73: 23, "I am c o n t i n u a l l y  wi th  
thee ,"  t h e  preacher  made i t  say  t h a t  God was wi th  
u s  ( i n s t e a d  of t h e  p s a l m i s t ) .  He h a s  l o s t  t h e  

con t ex t  of t h e  passage.  

4 .  We a r e  no t  supposed t o  judge, We 
cannot judge d o c t r i n e  o r  any teach ing .  Such an 

argument needs no r e p l y .  

Erasmus s a i d  ( t o  no. 3 ) ,  t h a t  t o  g e t  a t  t h e  
S c r i p t u r e  message, you must look where i t  came 
from, what was s a i d  be fo re  and a f t e r  t h e  t ime i t  
was s a i d ,  and t h e  c i rcumstances  i n  which i t  was 
s a i d .  For example, Col. 2:20 c i t e d  above. 

5.  The u se  of a  t e x t  i s  unna tu ra l  and 
a r t i f i c i a l .  Preaching is  monstrous and u n r e a l .  
Reply: The preacher  is  an  ambassador f o r  C h r i s t .  
He i s  t o  apply  God's Word on ly .  He does no t  know 
anyth ing  e l s e .  "Thus s a i t h  t h e  Lord" i s  what we 
should say i n  our  sermons. I f  one cannot f i n d  a 
t e x t  f o r  what one wants t o  preach on, don ' t  preach 
on t h a t  t o p i c .  

D ,  Advantages of Using a Text ,  

1. It i s  a  c u r e  f o r  a imle s snes s  i n  t h e  
message. There i s  a  d e f i n i t e  body of m a t e r i a l  and 
a  s u b j e c t  t o  speak on. If you were t o  speak on t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  home, your t e x t  would g i v e  you t h e  mater- 
i a l .  

2. I t  w i l l  p rov ide  you w i th  a  S p i r i t u a l  
s u b j e c t .  Ecology and p o l i t i e s  a r e  n o t  sermons, It 
i s  a l s o  a  guaran tee  of a  message t h a t  comes from 
God * 

3 .  A t e x t  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  message a  s ense  
of a u t h o r i t y .  We a r e  speaking i n  the name of God. 
"He t h a t  h a t h  my word, l e t  him speak my word f a i t h -  
f u l l y "  (Jeremiah 2 3 ~ 2 8 ) .  Thus we a r e  t o  preach 
w i th  a u t h o r i t y  on a t e x t ,  

4 .  It  in t roduces  v a r i e t y  i n  your preach- 
i ng .  Topica l  sermons w i l l  soon b r i n g  p r eache r s  t o  
choose t h e  same t o p i c .  Nesper ' s  B i b l i c a l  Tex t s  
have f o u r t e e n  d i f f e r e n t  s e r i e s  of t e x t s  f o r  t h e  
church year .  We should s t a r t  w i th  t h e  Gospel s e r -  
ies f i r s t  a s  a  beginning preacher  and a t  t h e  f i r s t  
yea r  i n  a  new p a r i s h .  I t  i s  ve ry  easy  t o  make 
many Law sermons ou t  sf t h e  E p i s t l e  s e r i e s  of t e x t s .  

5. The t e x t  h e l p s  g e t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of 
t h e  audience.  It i s  c r i m i n a l  t o  preach l onge r  t han  
twenty-f ive minutes  c o n s t a n t l y .  I f  you have a  
s t r i k i n g  t e x t ,  do no t  l e a d  them away from i t  i n  
t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  

6. The t e x t  h e l p s  the l i s t e n e r  t o  remem- 
b e r  a sermon. It i s  a handle  t h a t  t hey  can go by, 
something t hey  can g rab  on t o .  It i s  customary 
t o  u s e  a t e x t  f o r  a sermon on a  s p e c i a l  occasion.  
A t  a  wedding, you may n o t  have a t e x t ,  b u t  a  b r i e f  
one i s  easy  t o  be remembered l a t e r  on, 

E.  The Choosing of t h e  Text. 

Where a r e  you t o  g e t  a t e x t  from? They a r e  
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from, what was s a i d  be fo re  and a f t e r  t h e  t ime i t  
was s a i d ,  and t h e  c i rcumstances  i n  which i t  was 
s a i d .  For example, Col. 2:20 c i t e d  above. 

5.  The u se  of a  t e x t  i s  unna tu ra l  and 
a r t i f i c i a l .  Preaching is  monstrous and u n r e a l .  
Reply: The preacher  is  an  ambassador f o r  C h r i s t .  
He i s  t o  apply  God's Word on ly .  He does no t  know 
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t o  come from t h e  Canon and no t  t h e  Apocrypha, 
which i s  no t  a u t h o r i t i v e  i n  t h e  church. For a 

s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e ,  one can use  l i n e s  from t h e  
Creeds o r  t h e  Small Catechism. But f o r  Sunday 

mornings, s t i c k  t o  t h e  s t anda rd  t e x t s  from t h e  
Bib le .  What v e r s i o n  should one use?  P r i m a r i l y  
t h e  King James Version because t h e  people  a r e  
used t o  t h a t  ve r s ion .  The p a s t o r  should n o t  do 
a s  he  p l e a s e s  i n  t h i s  ma t t e r .  Besides ,  t h e  King 
James Version does no t  p r e s e n t  t o o  g r e a t  a  problem 
f o r  t h e  preacher .  Don't  s p r i n g  a  new v e r s i o n  on 

2 .  F ree  t e x t s ,  Here t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  
t o  choose 119s o m  text. A f r e e  t e x t  should n o t  
depa r t  from t h e  b a s i c  p a r t s  of t h e  church yea r .  
One must p l a n  ahead i f  one is  t o  u se  f r e e  t e x t s .  
I f  you a r e  s e t t i n g  up a s e r i e s  of f r e e  t e x t s ,  
you w i l l  want  t o  s e t  up a  scheme i n  which you 
s e t  up a c e n t r a l  thought which you wished t o  
s t r e s s .  Write down why you picked t h a t  t e x t  and 
what you were going t o  develop i n  t h e  t e x t ,  Also 
w r i t e  down any i l % u s t r a k i a n s  t h a t  you had i n  mind. 

t h e  congregat ion wi thout  ~ o n s u l t i n g  t h e  n~embers- 3 ,  S e r i e s  of t e x t s .  Ea r ly  i n  Church 
The Conserva t ives  made such an i s s u e  over  t h e  H i s to ry ,  Origen r e f e r r e d  t o  I Samuel 28:3-25 a s  
Revised Standard Version t h a t  they almost canon- c o n s i s t i n g  of f o u r  p e r i c o p i e s ,  I n  t he  Middle 
i z ed  t h e  King James Version.  People  a r e  w i l l i n g  Ages, t h e  term "Pericopi"  was used f o r  t h e    pi^- 
t o  be l e ad  i f  you do n o t  strong-arm them. We r l e s  and Gospels i n  t h e  Eas t e rn  Church, I n  the  
must no t  v e n e r a t e  t h e  King James Version.  It was L a t i n  Church, they c a l l e d  them Lessons, 
w r i t t e n  450 y e a r s  ago. If o t h e r  v e r s i o n s  a r e  used, 
show t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  people  o r  t e l l  them 
t h a t  such a  v e r s i o n  i s  t h e  c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
Greek. Don't weaken t h e  t r u s t  i n  any one v e r s i o n  
by your comments. The i d e a  is  t o  t r y  t o  p r e s e n t  
t h e  t r u t h .  No d o c t r i n e  h a s  been l o s t  because of 
a  f a u l t y  t r a n s l a t i o n .  We should encourage our  peo- 
p l e  t o  read  o t h e r  t r a n s l a t i o n s .  There a r e  test 
passages  i n  t h e  B i b l e  t h a t  one can check on t o  s e e  
i f  i t  i s  a  good t r a n s l a t i o n .  One i s  P h i l i p p i a n s  
2:5ff which d e a l s  w i th  C h r i s t  and t h e  pe r sona l  
union. The P h i l l i p s  paraphrase  i s  t h e  b e s t  we 
have f o r  t h i s  passage*  

I. P e r i c o p i c  systems,  These p e r i c o p i  
t e x t s  can be found i n  t h e  Hymn books. They a r e  
a  s e r i e s  of sermons. "Per icopic"  means " t o  c u t  
o f f ,  around." The Gospel and E p i s t l e  l e s s o n s  a r e  
always t h e  same. These a r e  c a l l e d  Fixed Texts ,  
which s e r i e s  t h e  Roman Church drew up, Some s e r i e s  
were chosen and approved u s  by a  s i n g l e  church body. 
The Synodical  Conference had a  s e r i e s  on t h e  Old 
Testament.  There  i s  one from Eisenach.  These can 
a l l  be found i n  Nesper ' s  B i b l i c a l  Texts .  

a )  A h i s t o r y  of t h e  Standard S e r i e s .  
From t h e  beginning of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Church, Scr ip -  
t u r e  read ing  was an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h e  s e r v i c e .  
J u s t i n  Martyr,  c .150  A.M., spoke of how t h e  people  
ga thered  t o g e t h e r ,  read  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  and ex- 
pounded on what was r ead ,  %he l e s s o n s  were taken 
from t h e  Law, Prophe ts ,  Apos t les ,  and Gospels.  
Such a  p r a c t i c e  i s  mentioned i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s  i n  
t h e  Fa the r s .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  days of t h e  church, 
l e s s o n s  were read every  day and were c a l l e d  l e c t i o  
c o n t i n u i ,  meaning t hose  l e s sons  read  every  day i n  -- 
a sequence. These r ead ings  were i n t e r r u p t e d  by 
s p e c i a l  days l i k e  martyr  d a y s .  Such r ead ings  were 
c a l l e d  l e c t i o  s e l e t i i .  The f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  of a  --- 
s e r i e s  comes from Gaul i n  about 450-500 A , D .  T n  

. --- 
the  Six th  Century  they  had t h e  l i b e r  comicus i n  
Spain.  Th i s  was t h e  f i r s t  co lLec t i on  of t e x t s .  
- d 

S e l e c t i o n s  were from t h e  Old Testament,  t h e  Epis- 
t l e s ,  and t h e  Gospels.  I t  was t h e  o r i g i n a l  l e c -  
t i o n a r y .  I n  Rome, Gregory t h e  Grea t ,  who d i ed  i n  
604 A.D. ,  formed t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  Roman system. 
H i s  con ta ined  on ly  t h e  E p i s t l e s  and t h e  Gospels,  
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no t  t h e  Old Testament.  We fo l low t h e  o l d  Roman 

System which enumerates twenty Sundays a f t e r  
Pen t ecos t .  Charlemagne publ i shed  some books of 
homi l i e s  which speeded t h e  day towards r e g u l a r  
l e s s o n s  on each Sunday. He helped r e g u l a r i z e  i t  

towards t h e  end of t h e  Eigh th  Century.  It was 

d iv ided  i n t o  a  Winter p a r t  from Advent t o  E a s t e r  
Eve, and a  Summer p a r t  from Eas t e r  t o  t h e  end of 
t h e  Church Year. For Advent, Charlemagne's book 
had 40 p e r i c o p i e s  w i th  140 homi l i e s ;  whi le  f o r  
E a s t e r  he  had 78 p e r i c o p i e s  w i th  134 homi l ies .  
A s i m i l a r  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  Ninth Century had t h e  
E p i s t l e  Lessons i n  t h e  Roman System. These con- 

s t i t u t e  our  own p e r i c o p i c  system. Today t h e  Roman 

Church h a s  more of t h e  Word wi th  t h e s e  l e s s o n s  
being read  i n  Engl i sh  dur ing  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  wi thout  
comment. Thus i t  i s  a  C h r i s t i a n  Church. The Gas- 
p e l  Lessons fo l low t h e  church yea r .  The Sunday 

t e x t s  i n  Lent do n o t  r e f e r  t o  C h r i s t ' s  pass ion .  
The Lenten s e r v i c e s  t a k e  c a r e  of t h a t .  It i s  no t  

good t o  s e t  a s i d e  t h e  Sunday Gospel f o r  a  Lenten 
t e x t .  

b) The Eisenbach S e r i e s .  Lensk i  wro te  

sermons i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  from Germany. They a r e  

very good. The Synodical  Conference s e r i e s  i s  
good f o r  t h e  Old Testament.  

c )  A s h o r t  s e r i e s  of your own. Look a t  

a l l  t h e  t e x t s  f o r  t h e  church year  and s e e  which 
ones you could l e t  go wi thout  t oo  much l o s s .  Th i s  

t a k e s  c a r e ,  f o r  you do n o t  want t o  l o s e  a l l  t h e  
good t e x t s .  Th i s  must be planned ahead of t ime. 

d) S t a r t i n g  a  p e r i c o p i c  system. Usual ly  

you w i l l  be i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  yea r .  
Continue wi th  t h e  one t h e  church i s  on now and 
s t a r t  ano ther  one a t  Advent. Think ahead a s  t o  why 
you should choose a  p a r t i c u l a r  s e r i e s .  Look a t  t h e  

t e x t s  and s e e  what m a t e r i a l  can be presen ted  t o  t h e  
congregat ion.  It t a k e s  s k i l l  t o  preach on an  

E p i s t l e  S e r i e s  because i t  t ends  t o  emphasize 
t h e  Law and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  The Gospel must be 
brought i n  t h e s e  t e x t s  t o o ,  

e )  S p e c i a l  t e x t s .  Any time dur ing  
t h e  church yea r ,  one can d e p a r t  from t h e  s e r i e s  
i f  t h e r e  i s  a s p e c i a l  day l i k e  Mission Sunday o r  
Confirmation Day. Ephesians 6 does no t  always 
have t o  wai t  f o r  October 31st t o  preach on i t .  
Such a  t e x t  can be used on a nearby Sunday. Watch 
f o r  t h e  e x t r a  Sundays of T r i n i t y  and Epiphany. 
There a r e  from two t o  s i x  Sundays i n  Epiphany, and 

t h e  T r i n i t y  season could be 2 7  Sundays long.  P i ck  
t h r e e  o r  f ou r  of t h e  s i x  t e x t s  f o r  Epiphany which 
you can use ,  always ending up w i th  t h e  Ascension. 
I n  T r i n i t y ,  make s u r e  t o  end up w i th  escha to logy .  
One must p l an  it  a l l  o u t ,  

4 .  General  r u l e s  f o r  choosing a  t e x t .  

a )  The t e x t  must c o n t a i n  a complete 
thought .  T h i s  does  n o t  mean on ly  t h e  ch i e f  thought .  
Romans 3:28, "Therefore  we conclude t h a t  a  man i s  
j u s t i f i e d  by f a i t h  wi thout  t h e  deeds of t h e  law," 
i s  a complete thought .  But "GO and do thou l i k e -  
wise" (Luke 10: 37) is no t  one. " S c r i p t u r e  cannot 
be broken" (John 10:35) i s  a complete thought f o r  
i t  i s  a  p r i n c i p l e .  

b) The t ex t  h a s  t o  have some s p i r i -  
t u a l  v a l u e  f o r  f a i t h  and l i f e .  Th i s  r u l e s  ou t  
Judges 16:22, "~arnpson 's  h a i r  s t a r t e d  t o  grow 
again."  What s p i r i t u a l  va lue?  One could s ay  t h a t  
t h e  Lord r e tu rned  t o  him aga in .  An admonition 
could be made from t h e  con t ex t .  

C) The t e x t  must n o t  be burdened w i th  
a r c h a e l o g i c a l  d e t a i l s  o r  genealogies. 

There are 
excep t ions  t o  this. I n  the  t ab le  i n  Matthew 1, 
J e s u s  had some e v i l  women and i l l e g i t i m a t e  c h i l d r e n  
i n  H i s  l i n e .  Th i s  saved one person.  
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d)  The t e x t  must be a  u n i t y .  Do n o t  - 

choose a  t e x t  us ing  t h e  end of one i n c i d e n t  and 
t h e  beginning of ano ther .  It must be a  complete 

e )  The t e x t  must be p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  
s u b j e c t  of t h e  sermon. The theme must come natu- 

r a l l y  ou t  of t h e  t e x t .  There should be no p r e t e x t s .  

f )  The t e x t  must be c l e a r  i n  language, 
s t r u c t u r e ,  and thought .  Th i s  r u l e  i s  observed so  

t h a t  i t  does no t  r e q u i r e  a  long t ime t o  e x p l a i n  
t h e  t e x t .  For example, P h i l i p p i a n s  3:12, "Not a s  
though I had a l r eady  a t t a i n e d ,  e i t h e r  were a l r e a d y  
p e r f e c t  . . . I t  Yet t h i s  does no t  mean t h a t  i t  should 
no t  be preached on. Could use  a  c l e a r e r  t r a n s l a -  

t i o n .  Also I Cor in th i ans  15:29, " ~ l s e  what s h a l l  
they do which a r e  bap t i zed  f o r  t h e  dead, i f  t h e  
dead r i s e  no t  a t  a l l ? "  (Bapt iz ing  f o r  t h e  dead 
i s  a  Mormon r i t e .  They g e t  names of people  from 
a l l  over  t h e  world from newspapers and o t h e r  
sou rce s  so  t h a t  they  can b a p t i z e  them. G r e a t e s t  

source  of geneolog ies .  But t h i s  passage cannot  
r e f e r  t o  t h a t .  The Greek word is  5nEp, which 
means "over" t h e  dead, and n o t  "for ."  Some say  

t h a t  i t  means some were bap t i zed  " i n  memory of t '  
t h e  dead. It cannot  mean " f o r  a  dead one" o r  f o r  
a  l i v e  one e i t h e r . )  

g) The t e x t  should n o t  be t oo  long.  
It i s  n o t  t h a t  t h e  people  cannot s t and  t h a t  long ,  
bu t  t h a t  they  become d i s t r a c t e d  by wondering how 
long  i t  is  o r  when w i l l  i t  end. I f  i t  i s  too  

long,  a s  i n  John 6:l-15, t hen  l e t  them s i t  down 
f o r  t h e  read ing .  S t i c k  t o  t h e  v e r s e s  you want 
them t o  remember and t a k e  home. 

h )  The t e x t  should n o t  be t o o  s h o r t .  
T h i s  would tend t o  t a k e  t h e  preacher  away from 
expos i t o ry  preaching.  It would mean u s ing  t h e  
t e x t  t o  base  a  speech on a  s u b j e c t .  Luke 2:21, 

" ~ n d  when e i g h t  days were accomplished f o r  t h e  

c i rcumcis ing  of t h e  c h i l d ,  h i s  name was c a l l e d  
JESUS, which w a s  s o  named of the ange l  be fo re  
he  was conceived i n  t h e  womb" i s  very  b r i e f  and 
does n o t  say  enough. 

i )  The t e x t  should no t  c o n t a i n  a  
m u t i l a t e d  thought .  It  would t hen  be p o s s i b l e  t o  
g i v e  i t  a  wrong i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  The t e x t  i s  p a r t  
of ano ther  c o n t e x t ,  

j )  The t e x t  should no t  be odd o r  
funny. It i s  too  s e r i o u s  f o r  t h a t .  We a r e  preach- 
i ng  God's Word i n  t h e  house of God, 

k) The t e x t  should n o t  be a  muti- 
l a t e d  thought .  For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  t e x t  I Corin- 
t h i a n s  2 : 9 ,   ye h a t h  n o t  seen,  nor  e a r  heard ,  
n e i t h e r  en t e r ed  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  of man, t h e  t h i n g s  
which God h a t h  prepared f o r  them t h a t  l o v e  him," 
is  n o t  t o  be used a s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of heaven. Pau l  
does n o t  r e f e r  t o  heaven bu t  t o  s a l v a t i o n  and t h e  
Sospe l .  To u s e  a  p roposa l  a t  an i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  
"What God h a t h  jo ined  t o g e t h e r ,  l e t  no t  man pu t  
asunder" (Matthew l9 :6)  would be wrong because i t  
would no t  f i t .  It is  much b e t t e r  t o  u s e  Proverbs  
29: 18,  "Where t h e r e  i s  no v i s i o n ,  t h e  people  
p e r i s h ;  bu t  he  t h a t  keepeth t h e  l a w ,  happy i s  he." 
There cannot be any accommodation. 

1 )  Do no t  draw ou t  a  meaning t h a t  i s  
, n o t  i n  t h e  t e x t .  I f  you a r e  looking  f o r  a  s u b j e c t  

and cannot f i n d  a passage t o  f i t ,  t hen  d o n ' t  u se  
t h e  s u b j e c t .  Don't app ly  t h e  term %an of sorrow" 
t o  Lincoln.  Lamentations 1 ~ 1 2 ,  "Is i t  no th ing  
t o  you, a l l  ye t h a t  pa s s  by? behold,  and s e e  i f  
t h e r e  be any sorrow l i k e  un to  my sorrow, which is 
done un to  me, wherewith t h e  LORD h a t h  a f f l i c t e d  
me i n  t h e  day of h i s  f i e r c e  anger ."  Th i s  passage 
i s  made t o  r e f e r  t o  C h r i s t .  But i t  r e a l l y  r e f e r s  
f i r s t  of a l l  t o  t h e  people  of I s r a e l .  

m) The t e x t  should n o t  be t oo  d i f f i -  
c u l t  f o r  t h e  congrega t ion  of t h e  preacher .  

When 
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preaching t o  a  miss ion  congregat ion,  you would 
no t  be ready t o  speak on e l e c t i o n  o r  t h e  a n t i -  
c h r i s t ,  lodges,  o r  unionism. We a r e  t o  be  a l l  
t h i n g s  t o  a l l  men and t o  feed  them wi th  mi lk  
(Hebrews 5:12). C e r t a i n  t e x t s  a r e  a l s o  d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  p reachers .  The E p i s t l e s  f o r  Christmas l i k e  
Hebrews 1 : l -9  i s  a  l o t  of work. J e s u s '  h igh  

p r i e s t l y  prayer  i n  John 1 7  i s  a l s o  very d i f f i c u l t .  
You don ' t  have t o  preach on them r i g h t  away a f t e r  
Seminary. The book of Revela t ion  i s  a l s o  hard  t o  
preach on. John l7:11,  " t h a t  they may be one, as 
we are ."  The Lord d i d n ' t  pray f o r  u n i t y  i n  t h e  
Church bu t  f o r  u n i t y  of f a i t h .  

s t r i c k e n  any more? ye w i l l  r e v o l t  more and more: 
t h e  whole head is  s i c k ,  and t h e  whole h e a r t  f a i n t .  
From t h e  s o l e  of t h e  f o o t  even unto  t h e  head 
t h e r e  i s  no soundness of i t ;  bu t  wounds, and 
b r u i s e s ,  and p u t r i f y i n g  so re s :  they  have no t  
been c losed ,  n e i t h e r  bound up, n e i t h e r  m o l l i f i e d  
wi th  ointment." Here is  imagery used t o  show how 
s p i r i t u a l l y  s i c k  I s r a e l  was, 

b) Luke 16 : l ,  '"hen drew near  un to  
him a l l  t h e  publ icans  and s i n n e r s  f o r  t o  hea r  him. 
And t h e  Pha r i s ee s  and s c r i b e s  murmured. .." Th i s  
i s  t h e  contex t  f o r  H i s  pa rab l e  of t h e  l o s t  sheep. 
It i s  necessary  t o  keep t h i s  i n  mind f o r  t h e  p o i n t .  

c )  I Cor in th i ans  2:9,  y ye ha th  n o t  
n) Don't f e e l  t h a t  some t e x t s  a r e  so seen,  nor e a r  heard,  n e i t h e r  have en t e r ed  i n t o  

hallowed t h a t  only they can be used on that Sunday* t h e  h e a r t  of man, t h e  t h i n g s  which God bath pre- 
Luke 2 i s n ' t  t h e  only Christmas t e x t -  Matthew pared f o r  them t h a t  l ove  him." This i s  n o t  a  

is u s e  a s  much of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  a s  pos s ib l e*  of heaven. The con tex t  shows i t  des- 
s c r i b e s  t h e  Gospel t h a t  i s  unknown t o  n a t u r a l  man. 

111, The Study of t h e  Text 

A. Ma te r i a l s :  Bib le  i n  vernacular  and Greek, 
a  Lexicon, Concordance. p a r a l l e l s  and paper .  Paper 

i s  very  s p e c i a l  and important .  You should p re se rve  

your work. Do no t  go t o  a  commentary f i r s t  and 
don ' t  u se  homi l ies .  We a r e  t o  s tudy t h e  Word. 

1. Read the  t e x t  i n  t h e  ve rnacu la r .  G e t  
t h e  rhythm of t h e  t e x t  and see  what i t  t a l k s  about .  
I n  t h e  o l d  days,  t h e  preacher  would memorize t h e  
t e x t .  Today, i t  should be read  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  and 
not  absent-mindedly. The t e x t  is  God's Word, read  

without  comment. So i t  must be  read  t o  g i v e  mean- 
i ng  t o  t h e  l i t u r g y  and t h e  S c r i p t u r e  read ings .  
Reading t h e  t e x t  r i g h t  i n  t h e  p u l p i t  on Sunday 
morning a l r eady  conveys a  message t o  t h e  h e a r e r s .  
God speaks t o  u s  i n  t h e  l i t u r g y .  

2. Context.  The fol lowing a r e  examples 
of how con tex t  i s  involved: 

d) Coloss ians  2: 21 ("Touch no t ;  t a s t e  
no t ;  handle  not.") Often used by intemperance 
people,  but  t h e  contex t  shows t h a t  Paul  f o r b i d s  
such ordinances.  

e )  John 6~66-69 ,  "From t h a t  t ime 
many of h i s  d i s c i p l e s  went back, and walked no 
more with him...." Here t h e r e  i s  a  remote con- 
t e x t .  One must go back i n  t h e  chap te r  (ve r se s  
22-30) t o  s e e  why t h e  people  l e f t .  

f )  Romans l 2 : l ,  "I beseech you there-  
f o r e ,  b r e th ren ,  by t h e  mercies  of God, t h a t  ye  
p re sen t  your bodies  a  l i v i n g  s a c r i f i c e ,  ho ly ,  
a ccep tab l e  un to  God, which i s  your reasonable  
se rv ice ."  Th i s  v e r s e  and those  a f t e r  i t  a r e  a l l  
about  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  But t h e  f i r s t  e l even  chap- 
t e r s  d e a l  wi th  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  completely and then  
he  says ,   herefo fore you p re sen t  your bodies . . . ."  
You must t a k e  t h e  f i r s t  e l even  c h a p t e r s  i n t o  

a )  I s a i a h  1: 5-6. "Why should ye  be  
- 
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a )  I s a i a h  1: 5-6. "Why should ye  be  
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account f o r  a  sermon on t h i s  v e r s e ,  o therwise  
you a r e  preaching t h e  law and no t  l i v i n g  a sanc- 
t i f i e d  l i f e ,  

3. Study t h e  t e x t  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l .  You 
want t o  a r r i v e  a t  an  exac t  meaning. There i s  

on ly  one l i t e r a l  sense  i n  t h e  text  and t h a t  i s  
what you a r e  t o  f i n d .  

a) Look a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  words of 
t h e  t e x t  f o r  t h e i r  meanings. Th i s  is  e s p e c i a l l y  

t r u e  of t h e  key words. 

b) I d e n t i f y  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  which 
t h e  word i s  used. Th i s  h e l p s  o f t e n .  

c )  Recognize and i d e n t i f y  and i n t e r -  
p r e t  t h e  f i g u r e s  of speech, a s  i n  Matthew 10:27,  
"what I t e l l  you i n  darkness ,  t h a t  speak ye  i n  
l i g h t ;  and what ye  hea r  i n  t h e  e a r ,  t h a t  preach 
ye  upon t h e  housetops."  Th i s  f i g u r e  of speech 
means t h a t  you a r e  t o  g e t  i n  a  p l a c e  where people  
can h e a r  you, and you can speak t.o them. 

d) I d e n t i f y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  writer's 
u se  of a word. Pau l  h a s  a  s p e c i a l  meaning f o r  
HOLVWV&W. Romans 22:13, '"Distributing t o  t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  of t h e  s a i n t s ;  g iven  t o  h o s p i t a l i t y . "  
Th i s  i s  backwards Engl i sh  which s ays  t h a t  you are 
t o  want t o  h e l p  t h e  poor.  The Greek word used 
t h e r e  means t o  "share" o r  "be a  p a r t n e r  w i th  what 
o t h e r s  h a v e e s 9 T b u s  w e  a r e  t o  s h a r e  t h e  o t h e r  
f e l l o w s  needs;  n o t  t o  g i v e  t o  them. The emphasis 
is on t h e i r  need and n o t  on your money. Th i s  i s  
important  a l s o  i n  G a l a t i a n s  6:2,  5.  ear ye  one 
a n o t h e r ' s  burdens." "Every man s h a l l  bea r  h i s  own 
burden." The word "burden" i s  d i f f e r e n t  i n  each 
ve r se .  For t h i s  s tudy ,  u s e  Thayer ' s  
Lexicon of t h e  New Testament, o r  Ginr ich  a s  l e x i -  
-:ons. S t rong  and Young u s e  t h e  Greek and Hebrew 
sords i n  t h e i r  concordances a l s o ,  

4 ,  P a r a l l e l  passages ,  Th i s  s tudy  i s  
e s p e c i a l l y  necessary  wi th  t e x t s  on t h e  Gospels.  
Not every one of t h e  fou r  a u t h o r s  have t h e  same 
m a t e r i a l s  and d e t a i l s .  

a) Word p a r a l l e l s ,  The two s e c t i o n s  
of S c r i p t u r e  must have t h e  same usage and meaning 
concerning a c e r t a i n  word, e - g . ,  G a l a t i a n s  3:16 
and 29; "Now t o  Abraham and h i s  seed were t h e  
promises made, Me s a i t h  n o t ,  And t o  s eeds ,  a s  of 
many; bu t  as of one, And t o  t h y  seed ,  which i s  
~ h r i s t . "  "And i f  ye  be C h r i s t ' s ,  t hen  a r e  ye  
Abraham's seed,  and h e i r s  accord ing  t o  t h e  promise." 
I n  t h e s e  t w o  passages ,  t h e  word "seed9' i s  no t  used 
i n  t h e  same sense .  One speaks of C h r i s t  whi le  t h e  
o t h e r  i s  t h e  b e l i e v e r .  Ira Matthew 5:319 "It h a t h  
been s a i d ,  Whosoever s h a l l  gut away h i s  w i f e ,  l e t  
him g ive  h e r  a  w r i t i n g  of divorcement;" and Mark 
L O : l l ,  "And h e  s a i t h  un to  them, 'Whosoever s h a l l  
pu t  away h i s  w i f e ,  and marry ano the r ,  committeth 
a d u l t e r y  a g a i n s t  her."' ~ h e s e  t w o  a r e  thought  para-  
l l e l s  on t h e  s u b j e c t  of d ivo rce ,  See a l s o  Luke 
16:18. Another example: I Timothy 2:4, "Who w i l l  
have a l l .  men t o  be saved, and t o  come unto  t h e  
knowledge of t h e  t r u t h ; "  and I1 P e t e r  3:9,  "The 
Lord i s  no t  s l a c k  concerning h i s  promise,  a s  some 
men count s l a cknes s ;  bu t  is 1-ongsuffer ing t o  us- 
ward, no t  w i l l i n g  t h a t  any should p e r i s h ,  bu t  t h a t  
a l l  should come t o  repentance."  These two passages  
t a l k  about t h e  same th ing- - tha t  God w i l l  have a l l  
men be saved and no t  d i e ,  t h a t  i s  u n i v e r s a l  sa lva-  
t i o n .  B e  on guard f a r  t h e  c e n t e r  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  
B ib l e s ,  f o r  they  o f t e n  a r e  no t  r e l i a b l e  f o r  thought  
p a r a l l e l s .  

.5e Concordance, 

a )  Word meaning i n  t h e  Bib le .  Of ten  
t h e  meaning of t h e  Greek word i s  d i f f e r e n t ,  o r  t h e  
same word is  t r a n s l a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  and v i c e  v e r s a .  
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b) Proof t ex t s .  Using them, you can 

show t h a t  t h e  promises  made of o l d  are answered. 
Also, you can show that a p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  i s  sup- 
por ted  throughout t h e  Rjble, 

c )  S t r i k i n g  i)hrases o r  f i g u r e s  of 
speech can a l s o  be found,  But the f ac t  that  some 

a r e  l i s t e d  as p a r a l l e l s  doss not  mean that they a r e .  

B. Procedure.  

1. E s t a b l i s h  the  c h i e f  fac t s  and thoughts .  
It i s  f i r s t  necessary  t o  ask t h e  p e r t i n e n t  ques- 
t i o n s  about t h e  t e x t ,  l i k e  Genesis 3~15, "And I 
w i l l  pu t  enmity between thee  and t h e  woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; i t  s h a l l  b r u i s e  t hy  
head, and thou sha l t  b r u i s e  h i s  heel." Who i s  

speaking? To whom? About what? \&ere? When? 
What a r e  the  circumstances? What i s  the e f f e c t ?  
This  passage means a l o t  t o  us  and i t  shows t h a t  
God presen ted  t o  man t i l e  promise of the  Saviour  
be fo re  He t e l l s  them what. the consequence of t h e i r  
s i n  was, God has also t o l d  them the Law f i r s t .  
The Law and i t s  e f f e c t s  s r e  d i f f e r e n t .  We must be  
cu r ious  about the t e x t ,  i inything w o r t h h i l e  know- 
ing  about i t  one should ques t ion  concerning t h e  
contex t  of a passage, 

2, Use of Commentaries, We should u se  
them t o  sharpen our  opnr awareness t o  see what is 
i n  t h e  t e x t .  Do your own diygi-ng i n  t h e  text  f i r s t .  
Then t u r n  t o  the  s tandard  comahentaries. Write down 
t h e  special  thougilts t h a t  are  contained i n  them. 
Only occas iona l ly  would you w a n t  t o  quote from them. 

a) Which Coinmentaries to use?  For the  
whole B i b l e ,  t h e r e  i s  Lange's; ~ r e t z m a n n '  s ,  which 
g i v e s  a q u i c k  resume o f  the  t e x t ;  James, Fausett, 
and ~rown's; and Matthew   envy's commentaries. 
For t h e  New Testament csnmentaries, there a r e  
APfordPs Greek New Testa.rr,en.h-,; Vince" --- Nard S tud ie s ;  

?3arnes7 Notes. For i n d i v i d u a l  books, you should 
have A r n d t ' s  h k e ;  S toeckha rd t ' s  Romans and Ephe- 
s i a n s o  ~ r e t z m a n n ' s  P a s t o r a l  L e t t e r s ;  Meier on 
Cor in th ians .  Lenski  i s  a good commentary f o r  a l l  
of them. Mengstenberg i s  s t r o n g  on Chr i s to logy;  
and EdersheimBs L i f e  and Times of J e s u s *  For t h e  
Old Testament, t h e r e  are Meil and D e l i t s c h  a s  a 
whole s e t ,  Lespold on Genesis,  Danie l ;  E. G. Young 
on I s a i a h ;  Laetsch on Minor Prophets  and Jeremiah; 
W e  A, Maier on Nahum, Stoeckhardt  on t h e  Psalms. 
Look f o r  a t h e r  books. ~ o n ' t  need one f o r  Judges,  
bu t  f o r  t h e  prophets ,  Genesis ,  Psalms, e t c .  See 
a l s o  Feuerbringer  on Job ,  

b) Use t h e  commentaries t o  s e e  i f  you 
have missed anything i n  t h e  t e x t ,  Do no t  quote  
l a r g e  paragraphs from them, I f  you do use  them, 
do no t  read  i t  as your own i d e a s ,  One can g e t  
l a z y  i f  you start working w i t h  t h e  commentaries 
r i g h t  away. I n  t h e  end, you w i l l  s u f f e r  f o r  i t  
because you cannot drag  yaur  e s - m e n t a r i e s  a l l  over  
t h e  p l ace ,  

3 .  Determining l ead ing  thoughts  and na t -  
u r a l  d i v i s i o n s  of t h e  t e x t .  Thi s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
u s e f u l  i n  a n a l y t i c  sermons. There you a r e  oper- 
a t i n g  wi th  b locks  of thoughts .  I n  t h i s  s t e p ,  you 
w i l l  want t o  end up wi th  two o r  t h r e e  l ead ing  
thoughts  . 

4 .  Finding t h e  chief thought of the t e x t  
and i ts  use.  The ch i e f  thought  should be a b l e  t o  be  
pu t  i n  one conc ise  s t a t emen t ,  That i s  t h e  aim of 
t h e  s tudy.  Such s tudy  w i l l  l e a v e  an e f f e c t  on you 
and must be s t a t e d .  The e x e g e t i c a l  s tudy  concerns 
t h e  words and meanings. Homi le t ica l  s tudy  i n  t h e  
expos i t i on  of t h e  t e x t ,  We want t o  a s k  ou r se lves :  
How can t h i s  t r u t h  be used t o  the  b e s t  advantage 
f o r  t h e  congregat ion? What are  w e  t o  preach about?  
Sometimes i t  can be an o u t s i d e  element i n  t h e  sermon. 
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But the choice of t o p i c s  comes fwsm t h e  t ex t ,  

For example: On Matthew 9:1-8 (Healing t h e  
man s ick  w i t h  t h e  palsy)3 the  l ead ing  thoughts  
are: Christ's care f o r  the  s ick ,  forg iveness  of 
s i n s ,  Chr i s t  i s  G o d ,  Et~idenee of f a i t h ,  t h e  objec- 
t i o n s  s f  the  audience, Omniscience, $he e f f e c t ,  and 
t h e  mirac le ,  mat then should ~7e s ta r t  wi th  f i r s t ?  
I n  t h i s  case  we can use t h e  o rde r  of the  t e x t .  
1) t h e  need -- why the man w a s  brought t o  C h r i s t ;  
2) H i s  care f o r  t h e  s ick;  3) the  evidence of f a i t h  
f o r  t h e  s i c k  man and those who carried h i m ;  4 )  fo r -  
giveness;  5) ob jec t ions ;  6) mirac le ;  7) C h r i s t  i s  
God; 8) e f f e c t .  We will want t o  reduce these  t o  a 
few chief  thoughts ,  such as: 1 )  the need, which 
i s  basic t o  t h e  text; 2) how Chr i s t  d e a l t  with 
t h e  need; and 3) the miracl-e, which w i l l  r eenforce  
No. 2. The chief  thought: f o r  t h i s  t e x t  can be: 
Forgiveness.  The a p p l i c a t i o n  i s :  God9 s p r i o r i t i e s  
i n  our r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The theme: CHRIST'S CONCERN 
o r  THE MOST COMFORTING W O W  EVER SPOKEN, Both a r e  
pointed t o  the  rqords: " thy s ins  be forg iven  thee." 
From this we can g e t  the fo l lowing  parts: 1 How 
those  words came t o  be spoken, We need them today 
t oo ,  El, Bow can 6 be certain i t  is t r u e ?  J e s u s  
s a i d  i t  and H e  performed khe miracle. The second 
p a r t  is pu t  there to show i t  means the congregation 
too ,  Another theme and p a r t s  could be: BOW CAN 
I BE CERTAIN THAT MY SINS mE FORGIVEN? I. God 
s a i d  so; II. H e  proved t ha t  H i s  word is  effica- 
c ious .  It must a p p l y  ts the people ,  

XV, The Theme of ehe Sermon, 

A, D e f i n i t i o n  of a theme, The sub jec t  s f  a 
sermon made s p e c i f i c  enough t o  t r ea t  i t .  That is, 
t h e  germ o r  n u t  of t h e  subject .  It is  a proposi- 
t i o n  l i k e :  A Christian Day School i s  needed by t h e  

congregation, Here you have something t o  prove. 
Wkren a : h e m e  i s  scared, t h e  development of t h e  
sermon shou ld  be stlch t h a t  i-51 proves t h e  theme. 
Every sermon mus t  have 2 theme t o  know what you 
are go ing  to ta3.k e'tioui;, You should make i t  as 
narrow a s  you (:an, Aims$hr;r way of looking a t  i t  
is: $E is the  chief  though^ of a t ex t  a s  appl ied  
t o  the people, 

B e  Pmpartacce of t he  theme, 

1, i t  i s  impartant t o  the  preacher  be- 
cause he must .  knov w h a t  ts talk about ,  U n t i l  you 
have one,  the B ~ I D I O , " ~  w i Q  1 - just  raanble, The more 
exact and rslevanx, it Is, the bet ter  t h e  hea re r s  
will like i t ,  It. becomes a handle  which t h e  hea re r  
can ho ld  on t o .  l i o r k  write a sermon u n t i l  you 
have a theme, 

2, 1 4  is imporbant t o  t h e  hea re r  because 
he has somefrhing LO ~ z k e  home with him, It i s  a 
propositi .sn he can csncentra te  on, 

Cs Desirable q u a l i t i e s  i n  a theme, 

The t,,%~e~ne n ~ ~ s t  be t e x t u a l ,  I t  must 
be ft-se main though-is st1 t h e  ~ e x t .  The t e x t  on t h e  - ----- 
Wedding o f  Cana is nor  khe t i m e  t o  t a l k  on mar- 
r iage.  C-zr- shoc1S speak on t h e  miracle and what 
H c  d + d ,  

3 7" i e  - 9 - t  n ~ u s t  be p r a c t i c a l ,  The theme can- 
no$ be jusZ a gznefsl statenlenc, 

3 *  d mast be s p e c i f i c .  The more speci-  
f i c  t h e  b e t t ~ r ,  It should be  narrowed down t o  one 
th ing  and soizet'ning w i t l i  depth t o  it. This w i l l  
L i m i t  rhc range 06 disezrssfen, Your a t t e n t i o n  can 
he concentrac3d t o  one t h ing .  To "talk about 
f a i t h "  has rio handle. Much b e t t e r  is: "HOW f a i t h  
may be teste?," o r  "How f a i t h  i s  strengthened."  
Some theines can he s c r i p t u r a l ,  bu t  not  very r e l e -  
vant .  A c i t l e  ef a book o r  a phrase from a song 
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can be used f o r  a  theme. Th i s  e n r i c h e s  t h e  p u l p i t  
s t y l e  a  l o t .  

4. I t  must be a  u n i f i e d  theme. The 
p a r t s  must come toge the r  under one heading.  A 
double  theme i s  hard  t o  u n i t e  and c r e a t e s  a  t o p i c ,  

5. I t  must be b r i e f .  Such i s  no t  t h e  
o l d  German s t y l e .  S t r i v e  f o r  concen t r a t i on  i n  t h e  
theme i n  o r d e r  t o  h i t  t h e  n a i l  on t h e  head. W e  
a r e  t o  make a  b u l l e t  o u t  of i t  and n o t  a  shotgun 
s h e l l .  

6.  It must be c l e a r .  When you promise 
something i n  a theme, you must d e l i v e r .  The 
h e a r e r  should unders tand a t  once what t h e  theme is. 
Therefore ,  you d o n ' t  u se  a b s t r a c t  concepts  o r  
words, o r  hazy f i g u r e s  of speech. L ike  "New wine 
i n  o ld  b o t t l e s . "  The words a r e  c l e a r  b u t  no t  t h e  
meaning. The theme i s  used i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
t e x t .  One c.an u se  ph ra se s  a s  long a s  they  cover  
t h e  s u b j e c t .  Any v e h i c l e  i s  proper  i f  i t  f i t s  
i n  w i th  t h e  t o p i c .  But some people  may no t  g e t  
t h e  import of i t ,  o r  t h e  connect ion,  

7 .  It must be i n t e r e s t i n g .  Th i s  wi thout  
being s e n s a t i o n a l ,  l i k e  "How P e t e r  pe t e r ed  out." 
It i s n ' t  i n  good t a s t e  e i t h e r .  S h o u l d n k  b e  funny. 

8. I t  must be e l e g a n t ,  The theme deserves  
the b e s t  d r e s s  we can g e t  i t ,  The Word of God wants 
t h i s .  I t  should be a t t r a c t i v e ,  Don't u se  poor 
Engl i sh  i n  t h e  theme. Such c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  depend 
upon t h e  preacher  and h i s  s t y l e ,  f o r  each i s  d i f f e r -  
e n t .  Do n o t  t r y  t o  i m i t a t e  ano ther  p reacher  e v e r ,  

9 .  It must be n a t u r a l l y  and e a s i l y  d i v i -  
s i b l e .  It should have a l i n e  of d i r e c t i o n  w i th  
reasons .  The theme c o n t a i n s  t h e  marks of c leavage .  
The preacher  must d i v i d e  i t  i n  h i s  sermon a l s o .  
It must be l o g i c a l l y  p r e sen t ed  so  t h a t  t h e  h e a r e r  
can t a k e  something home, The theme is  t h e  key of 
t h e  sermon, It  i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  people  a l s o .  

D ,  Several kinds  of themes. 

1, Dzscript ive,  
4 ~ u r  example: Par  %X Co r in th i ans  12:9 

"My g race  i s  s u f f i c f e u t  f o r  Ghee; f o r  my s t r e n g t h  
i s  made p e r f e c t  i~nweak~ess , "  could be "The a l l -  
s u f f i c i e n t  grace of Gad,'? 

2. Declarative, 
This  i s  s n  announcement. "Thy s i n s  

be fo rg iven  t h e e 8 b o r  " U n t o  you i s  born a Saviour." 

3, Opta t ive ,  
Such as a wish ,  "Oh t h a t  people  were 

more t hank fu lu  f o r  the Gospel on t h e  Ten Lepers .  
Psalm 107:8, 15, 21,  3% all have t h e  same words 
i n  the  o p t a t i v e  case,  but ' % B  ye thankfu l"  is 
impera t ive ,  

4. Excla~atory, 
For  example: "Chr i s t  i s  r i s e n !  I '  Put  

your exclamation paint: on it, One good sermon I 
heard a few years ago was e n t i t l e d ,  "HOW do you 
punc tua te  your E a s t e r  message?" With a  ques t i on ,  
a  comma, a p e r i o d ,  o r  an exclamation p o i n t ?  

5 ,  Hcrtatsry, 
T h i s  i s  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  something. 

19 L e t  US ever walk w i t h  Jesus , ' "  

6 .  fnteurngative: 
FOP example: "my hast  thou forsaken  

me?" o r  "What t h i n k  ye o f  Chris t?"  

These are l i k e  the comn~andments: 
"Thou s h a l t ,  '' 

8 ,  I n v i t a t i o n a l ,  
For  example: "Ciamane and see."  

E ,  The dotitinat i on  s f  the  theme, 

T h e  p u r p o s e  of t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i s  t o  
l e a d  i n t o  t h e  theme so t h a t  i t  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  t h e  
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sermon. The h e a r e r  wants t o  know where we a r e  
going. That i s  what t h e  theme does. Then t h e  
p a r t s  t e l l  him how t o  g e t  t h e r e .  Thus, t h e  in- 
t r oduc t ion  should no t  t a l k  about t h e  theme. It 

is  important  t o  a sk  yourse lves  t h e  ques t ion :  Is 

t h e  theme ev ident  throughout t h e  o u t l i n e ?  About 
s ta tement ,  argument, and i l l u s t r a t i o n  -- do they 
r e l a t e  t o  t h e  theme? Do they f i t ?  Sermons a r e  n 
essays .  An essay  i s  a work i n  which one can go 
back t o  i n  order  t o  r e f e r  t o  what is  w r i t t e n  down 
But sermons must have handles  t h a t  can be taken 
home. 
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s ta tement ,  argument, and i l l u s t r a t i o n  -- do they 
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essays .  An essay  i s  a work i n  which one can go 
back t o  i n  order  t o  r e f e r  t o  what is  w r i t t e n  down 
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